


! S 

He* 5Sr£ 

i©35£ 

Why big business 
needs more women 


C1TY+, WITH PAGES OF JOBS 



RURAL 0©YLSL? 

ML8ST BE 
£©[<0&§S 

K you want village 
life, stay in the city 


FEATURES, PAGE 16 




The answer’s in 
Pandora’s Box 


COMMENT, PAGE 19 








ENT 


Wednesday 25 February 1998 45p No 3,543 


?v 


- 1 


\ 


theme 
Millennium 


Princess Margaret 
suffers stroke 
on holiday island 


By Andrew Buncombe 
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PM promises Greenwich extravaganza will be the envy of the world 


By David Lister 

Arts 1 lews Editor 


inley^ LANGUAGE emotional and at 
times apocalyptic for what remains in 
°f essence a theme park, the Prime 
Minister yesterday unveiled some of 
the contents of the MUenniuin Dome. 
They include a 79-ft high gender- 

less body that visitors will enter via the 

waist and exit via the heel, a “floater- 
coaster” bed, on which to relax, a spir- 
itual garden, in which to reflect, and 
a climactic show designed by the 
J man behind the stadium extravagan- 
. jas of U2 and The Rolling Stones, in 

which to commune. 

: Though Mr Blair and Mr Man- 
’ sjelson were careful never to utter the 
Avoids theme park, the Dome as out- 

-lined yesterday will have Disneyesque 


elements, promising a highly enjoy- 
able day out with educational, spiri- 
tual and community aspects 
approached through rides, boats, 
moving pavements and cyberspace. 

It will be, promised Mr Blair, “the 
envy of the wodd Picture the scene. 
The clock strikes midnight on 31 De- 
cember 1999. The syes of the world turn 
to aspot where the new millennium be- 
gins - the Meridian line at Greenwich. 
"Hiis is Britain’s opportunity to greet the 
world with a celebration that is so bold, 
so beautiful, so inspiring that it em- 
bodies at once the spirit of confidence 
and adventure in Britain &ndthe spir- 
it of the future of the world-” 

Getting his aggro in first, Mr Blair 
castigated any doublers, placing them 
in an ignoble, unpatriotic and nihilistic 
tradition. 


“It does not surprise me," he said, 
“that the cynics have rubbished the 
idea. They are in good company- They 
are part of an inglorious strand of 
British histoiy: like those who said St 
Paul’s would be a calamity, that .the 
1851 exhi bition would have no visitors 
and that the 1951 Festival of Britain 
would never be finished on time. 

“It’s easy to say ‘don’t do some- 
thing’. To say that it won’t be done on 
time. That it costs too much. That no 
one will visit it. It takes little courage 
to say no to a new idea.” 

Unveiling models of the contents 
for around half of the zones, Mr Blair 
disclosed that businesses which have 
so far pledged their backing include 
Tesco, BSkyB, Manpower and BT A 
sum of £75m has beep raised so far, 
half of the sponsorship target. 


The Dome will house: 

■ The Body Zone - “A voyage into 
the most fascinating and complex ob- 
ject in the world - the human body"; 

■ Spirit Level - “A space for spiritu- 
al reflection that recognises the for- 
mative influence of Christianity in the 
Western world and the presence of 
other religious beliefs"; 

■ Licensed to Skill and the Learning 
Curve- “The Learning Curve explores 
the classroom of the future while in 
Licensed to Skill, visitors will see how 
they meet the career challenges of the 
future"; 

■Dreamscape-“ Visitors float along 
a river of dreams; 

■ Serious Play - “A moving pavement 
into the world of play with multi-me- 
dia and a cinematic experience. 

■ Living Island - “Living Island 


takes visitors on a journey to a typi- 
cal seaside resort - with surprises in 
store as the day trippers start to ex- 
plore the difference they can make to 
our environment through everyday 
choices". 

The attractions will be ranged in 
a circle around the performance area 

at the heart of the 20-acre space, wtudi 

will feature a show designed by im- 
presario Mark Fisher and rock star Pe- 
ter Gabriel, with live performers and 
“stunning" visual effects repeated 
throughout each day. 

While rock music and visual spe- 
cial effects will certainly feature, it re- 
mains unclear as to which other 
performing arts or symbols of British 
culture will find a home in the Dome. 

Special report, pages 8 and 9 
Leading article, page 18 


PRINCESS MARGARET was 
last night recovering in a 
Caribbean hospital after suf- 
fering a mild stroke. 

The Queen’s 67-year-old sis- 
ter was taken 01 on the island 
of Mustique, where she had 
been holidaying for three 
weeks- After treatment at the is- 
land’s surgery she was flown by 
air ambulance to Barbados. 

Witnesses said the Princess, 
11th in line to the throne, was 
well enough to walk onto the 
plane and last night she was said 
to be in a stable condition. It is 
understood she has suffered no 
serious paralysis. 

Ken WOL spokesman for the 
Mustique Company, which runs 
the island, said: “She was able 

to walk from her car across the 
Thrmac to the plane. She was 
also sitting on the plane, there 
was no need for a stretcher." 

Princess Margaret, four 
years younger than the Queen, 
was well known as a heavy 
smokerwho used to get through 
60 cigarettes a day, though she 
has since given up. Cigarette 
smoking is widely recognised as 
' one of the risk factors associated 
with strokes. 

She has suffered a series of 
health scares, one of the most 
serious being in 1985 when she 
was admitted to hospital for an 
operation to remove part of her 
lung. The section removed 
turned out to be non-malignanL 

Despite her operation she 
failed to give up smoking im- 
mediately, although she did cut 
down to 30 cigarettes a day. 

But 01-health has dogged the 
Princess, who suffered a nervous 
breakdown in the 70s. In May 
1992 she had to cancel several 



Princess Margaret ‘stable’ 


days of engagements with a 
“feverish cold" and in late No- 
vember with a “feverish infec- 
tion". In January 1993 she was 
admitted to hospital with pneu- 
monia. 

In this latest episode, the 
Princess fell ill while being en- 
tertained by friends at their hol- 
iday home. Medical staff were 
imm ediately called to help her 
and she was taken to a nearby 
doctor’s surgery for treatment 

The Queen yesterday carried 

on her normal engagements 
and made no reference to her 
sister's condition. Lord Snow- 
don, from whom the Princess is 
'divorced, was said to be “most 
concerned" and has been in 
touch with the couple's children. 
Viscount Linley and Lady Sarah 
Chatlo. • 

The Princess will be flow 
back to Britain when she is well 
enough for the long journey. 

Loyalty and duty, page 3 



Greer paid £'/im 
For new ‘Eunuch’ 





|y Paul McCann 

tefa Correspondent 

jERMAINE GREER is to 
Mn -battle with the so-called 
?ew Feminism after selling the 
equd to her seminal book The 
''errude Eunuch for £500,000. 

. After a bidding war between 
even publishers on Monday the 
feminist icon's agent sold the 
lights to The Whole Womanio 
taubleday Publishing- The 
it will be published next 
- 30 years after The Female 
i c h made Greer a house- 

name. - . „ 

Jn the new book she is ex- 
d to enter the feminist ae- 
on behalf of an older 
fbucration of feminists who 
iefieve women still have much 
P fight for. “She is looking at 

ibeinutes feminism has taken, 

Bid token us, over the last w 

’ /ears," says Greer's 

*gent Pmma Party. “It ^ 

provocative, but s ^ e w ? n . t 

' taalyse every individual feminw 
. • Writer and their ideas in turn- 
f ; [ In recent years a new gen- 
* . nation erf feminist thinks rr 



Greer: ‘provocative 


and Katie Roipbe have argued 
for a less strident feminism. 
Some believe that the focus of 
the fight for female equality 
shouWnow be restricted to the 
workplace. And that the per- 
sonalis not necessarily political 
Another issue to be covered 
by the book is the failure of fem- 
Sism adequately to **lvmh 

motherhood. In a major speech 
last year Greer vrgped that 
women had been de-sexed by 

Nineties culture: “The 1969 fe 

male eunuch w^nothmg but 

tvnmb * she said. “The iw/ 


Today’s news 


Cleared too late 

A SOMALI sailor who was 
hanged 46 years ago for mur- 
der had his conviction 
quashed by the Court of Ap- 
peal yesterday. The guilty 
verdict against Mahmood 
Mattan’s was overturned af- 
ter tire introduction of new ev- 
idence. His widow was in 
court for the ruling. Page 2 

Connery hits out 

SEAN CONNERY yesterday 
spoke of his disappointment 
at not being knighted as the 
row over the star’s apparent 
snub grew. P®** 5 

IRA ‘not to blame* 

THE Northern Ireland peace 
talks continued yesterday as 
the British Government sig- 
nalled it did not hold the tRA 
responsible for the recent 
bombings. Pa ® e 3 

Tom Cruise top 

TOM CRUISE has topped 
the movie industry's latest 
list of the most bankable film 
Page# 


stars 


Back at the UN, returning 
chief gets a hero’s welcome 


By David Usbome in New Y ork 


ON A DAY of rare euphoria at 
United Nations headquarters, 
the Security Council yesterday 
offered a preliminary endorse- 
ment of the agreement negoti- 
ated by the Secretary-General, 
Kofi Annan, with Iraq on 
weapons inspections and avert- 
ing military action by Britain 
and the United States. 

“We believe that this agree- 
ment is a step in the right di- 
rection,” the US Ambassador to 
the UN, Bill Richardson, re- 
marked after a two-hour meet- 
ing of the Security Council with 
Mr Annan. Mr Richardson 
added, however, that Washing- 
ton would still be seeking clar- 
ification on portions of the 
agreement. 

Mr Richardson insisted also 
that the value of the deal guar- 
anteeing access by UN inspec- 
tors to presidential sites would 
be dear only after it was put to 
the test. “We want to see clar- 
ification and verification. We 

want to see it implemented, 
complied with and enforced.” 

Mr Annan voiced confi- 



Saddam: negotiated 


Aiw. that once all clarifications 
are given, he will have “strong 
and unanim ous Council sup- 
port” for the agreement. Not- 
ing that it is the first such pact 
to have been negotiated with 
Saddam Hussein himself, he 
also expressed optimism that it 
would be honoured by Iraq. 

Before briefing the Council 
on his Baghdad mission, Mr An- 
nan was treated to a stirring 
hero's welcome in the main foy- 
er of the UN building where 
hundreds of staff had gathered 
to greet and to applaud him. A 
beaming Mr Annan declared: 


“This is a wonderful example of 
what the United Nations should 
be". He paid fulsome tribute to 
London and Washington: “I 
will start by thanking President 
Clinton and Prime Minister 
Blair for being perfect UN 
peacekeepers — in the sense 
that we taught our peacekeep- 
ers the best way to use force is 
to show it in order not to use it 

While stressing the need to 
see it tested, the British Am- 
bassador, Sir John Weston, wel- 
comed the Annan package. He 
said that the Council will begin 
work today on a new resolution 
to reinforce the agreement that 
“ought to allow us to put our re- 
lationship with Iraq on a more 
secure footing". 

The clarification sought by 
Washington pertains in part to 
the language used in the agree- 
ment. notably a paragraph 
stressing that the inspectors 
“respect the sovereignty and ter- 
ritorial integrity of Iraq". Mr 
Richardson said: “Our concern 
is Saddam Hussein, whether he 
will find loopholes in any of the 
language”. 

Iraq crisis, page 12 
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Who said satire 
was dead? 

Not Jeremy Hardy, Rory 
Bremner or Chris Morris 

Plus 

■ Terence Stamp: A career lost, 
a life rekindled 

Education*: Be a professor - thanks 
to Boots the Chemist 



SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 41.4% 
of the raw materi a l for UK 
newspapers in 1997 
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By Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 

A SOMALI sailor, who was 
hanged 46 years ago for mur- 
dering a shopkeeper; was yes- 
terriay deared of the crime - the 
first person to have their con- 
viction quashed in Britain after 
being executed. 

The family of Mahmood 
Hussein Mattan, who was 
hanged in Cardiff jail in 1952, 
are expected to be awarded 
compensation estimated be- 
tween £500,000 and £750.000. 

South Wales police are also 
to re-open their murder inves- 
tigation after evidence emerged 
to suggest that a suspect, who 
was later convicted of a similar 
crime, was ignored. The Court 
of Appeal quashed the convic- 
tion after hearing evidence that 
the key witness in Mattan's 
murder trial was unreliable. 

The decision to overturn 





the conviction follows 46 years 
of campaigning by Mr Mattan’s 
widow, Laura, her family, and 
campaigners. Previous convic- 
tions involving the death penal- 
ty have only be given a pardon, 
which does not clear the de- 
fendant of a crime. 

Mr Mattan, 28, was hanged 
after being convicted of mur- 
dering pawnbroker Lily 
Vbtpert. Her throat was cut and 


£100 taken in an attack at hex 
shop in the city’s docklands. 

The Crown yesterday con- 
ceded that th^ witness central 
to the conviction - Harold 
Cover, now 78 - was not ‘‘cred- 
ible". Descriptions given by 
Mr Cover, who was later con- 
victed of attempting to murder 
his daughter, did not match Mr 
Mattan. Mr Cover, who was in 
court yesterday, denies that he 
killed Miss VolperL ■ 

It has also just emerged 
that another Somali sailor, 
T fahir Gass, whom Mr Cover 
had originally said had been in 
the area at the time of the mur- 
der, was arrested within hours . 
of Miss Volpert’s lolling. He left 
the country but was convicted 
in J954 of murdering a farm- 
hand by cutting his throat 
Outside court Bernard De 
Maid, the family’s solicitor, 
said his clients feelings were one 
of “massive, massive relief”. 



Laura Mattan wfth supporters after her husband (above tefit) was deared of murder at 

the Court of Appeal 46 years after he was hanged at Cardiff Jail Photograph; Peter Jordan ^ 


CONTENTS 




News 

2-8 

Obituaries 

(8 

Foreign 

9-12 

Business 

19-23 

Health 

13 

Shares 

22 

Visual Arts 

K 

Unit Trusts 

23 

Features 

15 

Sport 

24-28 

Leader & letters 

16 

Crosswords 

28, The Eye 10 

Comment 

17 

TV & radio 

The Eye II &I2 


Widow tells of racial hatred that led to a ‘legalised lynching' 


By Jason Bennetto 

IT TOOK just three months of 
courting before Laura Williams, 
a 17-year-old Welsh girl, and 
Mahmood Mattan, a Somali 
merchant seaman, were wed. 

But the year was 1945 and 
from the start the couple were 
vilified by their neighbours in 
the Cardiff community of Tiger 
Bay and forced to live apart She 
was abused as a “black man’s 
whore”, he was bated for being 
an immig rant, and there were 


only three families who would 
speak to them. 

“[Mahmood] was the best 
thing that happened to me in wy 
life. He made me feel like a 
queen,” recalled Mis Mattan. 
now 68 and suffering from can- 
cer. “People already called me 
names because I came from the 
'Valleys. When 1 married Mah- 
mood I was told I had brought 
shame on the community.” 

The couple bad two children, 
but within seven years she was 
made a widow after a court con- 


victed her 29-year-old husband 
of slashing the throat of a shop- 
keeper, and stealing £100. 

He stood little chance in Ms 
trial, which lasted three days. 
The jury was out for little more 
than 90 minutes, during which 
time the defence barrister was 
beard to caR his client a “semi- 
civilised savage”. The conviction 
was based on a now discredit- 
ed witness and Mr Mattan was 
banged seven weeks later. 

Yesterday, after 46 years of 
campaigning, the courts were 


forced to admit they got it 
wrong and quash die conviction. 

Mrs Mattan’s MP, Rhodri 
Morgan, yesterday described 
the affair as “an outrageous act 
of racial discrimination” and the 
“nearest thing to a legalised 
lynching you could get”. 

He went on: “The case also 
forces us in south Wales to re- 
think our somewhat complacent 
attitudes about Cardiff's histo- 
ry as a cosmopolitan melting pot 
where blacks and whites lived 
happOy together in Tiger Bay.” 


Remembering the days lead- 
ing up to the execution, Mrs 
Mattan, said: “I visited Mah- 
mood every day in prison and 
took the children along as well. 
The NSPCC told me not to - 
but he wanted to see his sons. 

“We believed that the police 
would get the person who killed 
Miss Volpeit right up until the 
end. Because of this, 1 never said 
goodbye to Mahmood. The day 
before the execution we talked 
with the children. The next day 
1 arrived at Cardiff prison. 


where there was a notice on the 
prison gates that the execution 
had taken place.” 

Mr Mattan's case was the 
first to be referred to the Court 
of Appeal by the newly formed 
Criminal Cases Review Com- 
mission. The commission has al- 
ready referred the case of 
Derek Bentley, hanged in 1953 
for the murder of a policeman, 
to the courts, and is due to de- 
cide on James Hanratiy, who 
was hanged 35yeaisago for the 
A6 murder, in about a month. 
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First we saw the film Twister, 
then we read about the real-life 
tornado that swept through 
Selsey earlier this year, and now 
news of a swarm of tornadoes 
which have killed at least 38 
people in Florida. These most 
vicious of weather phenomena 
seem to have whirled into fash- 
ion, yet - apart from the fact 
that this has been the worst tor- 
nado disaster in Florida’s Ms-: 
tory - there is nothing 
especially unusual about the 
tornado activity this year. Un- 
less you count all the mistakes 
in the above-mentioned film. 

Tornadoes occur when a 
column of warm air gets caught 
below a layer of cold air, above 
which a strong cold wind is 
blowing. The warm air rises, 
forming a funnel through its 
cold surroundings; it is re- 
placed by more warm air at 
ground level, which is in turn 
sucked up as the air at the top 
of the funnel is blown away. 
Give the whole apparatus a 


snail twist, and it will whirl 
away with ever-increasing an- 
gular momentum. Parts of the 
United States have just the 
right climatic conditions favour- 
ing the production of tornadoes, 
where warm, moist air from the 
Gulf of Mexico or the 
Caribbean meets cool air com- 
ing down from Canada. The di- 
rection of these, air masses 
even provides the twist needed 
to Start it all off. 

Now here are some of the 
things that you may not have 
known about tornadoes and re- 
lated weather disasters: 

The largest number of 
deaths from a single tornado in 
America is usually given as the 
698 killed in 1925 by a torna- 
do that stretched for 219 miles. 
This was probably, however, not 
a single tornado but a family of 
them coming close on one an- 
other, similar to the ones that 
have just hit Florida. 

In the 1980s, 521 Americans 
were killed by tornadoes, but 
726 were killed by lightning. 

In Ohio, six per cent of ail 
.-deaths by lightning happen as 
the victims are playing golf. 

The country that experi- 
ences the most tornadoes per 
unit area is Britain. 

More Americans are killed 
by tornadoes in April than in 
any other month. 

You cannot (though they did 
in the film) assess the rating of 
a tornado until after it is over 
and the damage is assessed. 

A house (despite Dorothy’s 
experience in The Wizard of Oz) 
cannot be lifted bodily by a tor- 
nado. It will collapse first. 

. A car would not sucked 
straight up into the funnel of a 


tornado: it would rise and move 
through tiie air sideways too. 

Caravan parks seem to at- 
- tract more than their fair share 
of tornadoes only because mo- 
bile homes Mow over more eas- 
ily than houses. -The same 
tornado that might cause hav- 
oc among caravans could pass 
through a built-up area without 
anyone.bo the ring toxecord it. 

Nobody has been killed by 
a tornado in California. 

Tornadoes turn anti-clock- 
wise in the northern hemi- 
sphere - or to put it another 
way, cydones turn cyclonically. 

The tornadoes in the film 
Twister were made by random- 
movement and vortex-creation | 
computer programs. No wind " 
was involved. 

A large truck would not be 
picked up by a tornado. It 
would be Mown over and twist- 
ed out of shape. Even a car 
would first capsize before fly- 
ing through the air. 

The average age of Ameri- 
cans bailed by tornadoes is 45, 
the average American killed by 
lightning is only 30. 

More than twice as man 
men as women arc killed by cx 
trcmc weather in America. 

Although Florida has mor 
tornadoes per square mile tha 
any other American stale, un 
til this week they were most] 
small ones. 

■ Get your hats, coats, glow 
scarves and perhaps even -mow 
shoes out. The Met Office pre 
diets that the real winter wi 
finally arrive with icy arctii 1 
winds at the weekend. Well, it’ 
good news for the Scottish sk 
slopes anyway. 
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Ma am darling: the 
princess driven 
by loyalty and duty 


ByRammetta Rocco 


ONE OF the Queen’s greatest fears, ac- 
cordmg to her friends, is that the Seen 
Mother and Princess Margaret will die ok 
M on after the other, leaving her alone. The 
three Windsor women are very close, and 
it has not been a good year for Lhem 

Princess Margaret was once the 
Quwm s greatest worry. Now she is one 

su PP orters - among the last 
of a dwindling band of people who have 
been close to the Queen since before she 
ascended the throne. 

The Princess’s friends say her qualities 
are great, but, as even the^ - or most of 
diem - will admit, so loo are her defects 
There is little in between. She either hates 
things or loves them. Everything is Lhe- 
atncal with that little touch of vulgar taste 
she shares with the other women in her 
randy; her thank you letters, so purple they 
could be from Liberace; her Sevres blue 
drawmg room at 1A Clock Court, her 
apartment at Kensington Palace; the pair 
of gilded blackamoors cither side of its 
main doors. 

To her friends she is a real friend. ’ She 
is probably the loyaJesi friend you could 
have, once she’s decided she likes you,” 
says Lady Elizabeth Cavendish. Her hide 
band of pals constantly cossets her, ar- 
ranging her travels, paying for her social 
life - she doesn’t cany a cheque book and 
doesn’t have a credit card - and organis- 
ing entertainments to keep her happy. 

She likes to go and stay with them for 
the weekend Her lady-in-waiting, A nnab el 
Whitehead rings up ahead of lime to 
arrange an invitation. 

Invariably this gets 
her hosts flustered. 

One had her bed- 
room rewired so the 


nund is made up. She never received the 
Duchess of Windsor, although her moth- 
er eventually did, on the occasion of the 
Duke's funeral in 1972. She refuses to go 
and stay with Jocelyn Stevens because his 
ex-wife, Janie, is one of her oldest friends 
and was given Princess Margaret’s chil- 
dren's nursery at Kensington Palace to use 
as her own flat. 

Sharp-witted rather than deeply intel- 
ligent, the Princess can also be sharp 
tongued. She demands obeisance. Eveiy- 
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one calls her Ma'am, and even her clos- 
est friends still call her "Ma' am darling”. 
She has a nose for anyone dying to be over- 
familiar, turning her head away as if she 
had encountered a dog mess. As one of 
her occasional dales says: “She can be un- 
believably rude. Quite takes your breath 
away." She still does more royal engage- 
ments than most people might imagine. 
These are B list jobs, perhaps, but some- 
one has to do them. 

Indeed, her loyalty to her soverei gn is, 
even to her enemies, her single greatest 
virtue. Recently, turning down a journal- 
ist’s request for an interview, she passed 
on a message through her friend. Lady 
Penn. ‘Tell her,” 


Princess could use 
her Carmen rollers. 
But the Princess 
doesn’t seem to no- 
tice. What she en- 
joys most, they all 
confirm, is lighting 
fires and dead-head- 
ing the roses with 
shiny secateurs. 

She takes against 
people and cannot 
be budged once iier 


Dangers of flight home 

Princess Margaret’s flight back to Britain 
will carry risks, an expert In aviation 
medicine said night The cabin pres- 
sure, normally set at the equivalent of a 
height of around 7,000ft. will mean 
thinner air and less oxygen. 

Dr Ian Perry said it was essential that 
her condition was stable and getting 
better rather than worse and that the 
cause was understood before the flight 
was attempted. “It might be better to 
fly a top-rate neurologist out to her," he 
said. Normally, with standard treatment, 
she should be safe to travel in a few 
days, especially if the stroke was mild. 


she said, “that 
everything I do is to 
support the Queen 
and to help her." 

They speak on 
the telephone every 
day and take note 
of each other’s 
small wishes. 
Princess Margaret 
recently gave her 
elder sister five 
powder puffs for 
Christmas. It’s not 

the sort of thing sbe 
would get from 
anyone else. 



The health warnings 

Princess Margaret’s first big health scare 
came in January 1985 when she was 
admitted to hospital for an operation to 
have part of her lung removed. Although 
she gave up her 60 -a-day smoking habit 
immediately following the operation, 
within a few months she was back to a 
packet and a half a day. In more recent 
years, she has been continually dogged by 
ill-health. In May 1992 she was forced to 
cancel several days of engagements as a 
result of a ‘feverish cold” and again in 
November of that year she was struck 
down by a “feverish infection”. In January 
1993, she was admitted to the King 
Edward VII Hospital In London suffering 
from pneumonia. Her last public 
appearance was earlier this month when 
she visited the Queen Mother after her 
hip replacement operation. 


Mustique’s mystique 

The island of Mustique in die Caribbean was 
bought by Colin Tennant in f959. Ten years later, 
he created the Mustique Company, which owns 
the Island and rents out its luxury villas. The 
company has 50 shareholders and in recent 
times they have been concerned that the 
demands and of wealthy Americans could 
irrevocably change Mustique’s Image. “There is 
something very special and ‘English' about 
Mustique which we want to retain,” the island’s 
manager, Brian Alexander, told the Times last 
May. “The Americans expect to find the same 
things they would in Florida resorts. We don't 
want a golf course, but we do want to keep the 
cricket pitch, for example." The company was 
spending more than £250,000 on a marketing 
drive to attract more holidaymakers from the 
UK and had even set up a satellite station to 
receive BBC and Sky television programmes. A 
villa sleeping two people costs from just under 
£2,000 a week to rent. A larger villa, such as the 
one owned by Patrick Lichfield, costs around 
£12.000 a week. 


Whatever happened to Roddy? 

The man made famous by being Princess 
Margaret’s escort celebrated his 50th 
birthday last year. Married with three 
children, he lives in a 14th-century former 
pub in Oxfordshire. He has a full-time 
landscape design business and lectures, 
writes and makes television series about 
garden design. He has never spoken 
publicly about his relationship with 
Princess Margaret despite lucrative offers 
from newspapers and publishers. 
Journalists are warned in advance of 
meeting him that die subject is off limits. 


Margaret: Sharp-witted rather than deeply intelligent, she also has a sharp tongue Photograph: Charles Donnelly 


Some fascinating Facts 

She was bom in Glamis Castle, making her the 
first royal child to be bom in Scotland for more 
than 300 years. The registration of her birth 
was delayed for several days in order to avoid 
her being numbered 13 in the parish register. 

In 1954, she directed a West End play tailed 
The Frog. It sank without trace. 

In 1978 she became the first royal to divorce 
since Henry VIII. 


Tom Cruise tops the 


bankability rankings 


By Paul McCann 

Media Correspondent 



TOM CRUISE has topped the movie in- 
dustry bible's List of the greatest film stars 
in the world, not because of his acting tal- 
ent or the quality of his films, but because 
of his “bankability". 

The Hollywood Reporter has published 
its Star Power list for the first time in three 
years, a listing from nought to 100 of the 
power which Hollywood’s major stars 
have to get films made that make money. 
* Cruise just edges ahead of Harrison 
Ford with 100 points to Ford’s 99. Behind 
them come Mel Gibson (9S points), Tom 
Hanks (97) and Brad Pitt (96). The high- 
est r anking woman on the list is Jodie Fos- 
ter who at number 10 on the list gets a 93.82 
rating. 

Those on the top of the Star Power list 
are those who can get their movies made 
regardless of the cost, the genre of film, 
who the director of the film is or what the 
script is like. They are stars whose name 
on a reel gets it sold across the globe with- 
out film distributors even watching the 
film. 

The highest ranking British star on the 
list is Sean Connery who gets a 8832 rat- 
ing to come in as 18 th most powerful star 



Star turns: (clockwise from top left), 
Tom Cruise heads the list followed by 
Harrison Ford and Mel Gibson. Jodie 
Foster is the highest ranked, woman 


in the movie firmament. This ranks Con- 
nery above American stars like Michael 
Douglas, Demi Moore and even Titanic's 
Leonardo di Caprio. The next Brit on the 
list is fellow Bond actor Pierce Brosnan who 
is 33 on the list Fellow Celt Anthony Hop- 
kins comes in at three places below with 


a 76.88 rating. Emma Thompson is 
Britain's highest ranking female and comes 
in above stats Like Madonna and Whoopi 
Goldberg. 

Although some movers in Hollywood 
have been talking up the importance of 
scripts and directors in recent years, oth- 
ers disagree: “Star power gets your movies 
made and gets your movies sold,” says Greg 
Coote, president of Village Roadshow pic- 
tures. “The marketing becomes easier. The 
anril Janes - TV, video - become easier to 
sell." 

The Hollywood Reporter's List is scarily 
comprehensive and pulls no punches with 
an actor's ego. Nick Nolle languishes as the 
100th most powerful star in Hollywood and 
yet he gets 5538 points and is followed by 
300 lesser known stars. 

The list was compiled by polling the 
movie industry’s film buyers, executives, 
producers and distributors on how each star 
would guarantee financing and overseas 
sales of films. 

“This list is used as a tool in Holly- 
wood,” says Jeff Kaye, European bureau 
chief for the Hollywood Reporter, “espe- 
cially when execs are trying to guess who 
to cast in films they want to do well over- 
seas. They will look at the Hollywood 
Reporter’s rankin gs," 
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Oasis go over the top down under 


By Steven Vines 

in Hong Kong 


BY THE demanding standards 
ofbad behaviour which the rock 
grbupOasis have set for them- 
se ^&, they were a model of re- 
straint during a brief concert 
a Ppearance in Hong Kong. 
Theandience suffered no more 
than mmim ai abuse, Noel Gal- 
lagher only threatened to walk 
off the stage once, and they ouly 
kept tfce fens waiting for an 
hour or. so. 

- -But impeccable behaviour 
was clearly a strain. It therefore 
c ®ne as no surprise that they 
feft theheed to let off steam and 
cause a degree of mayhem 
^en jetting out of the former 


colony to continue their tour in 
Perth, Australia. 

Occupying six business class 
seats on Cathay Pacific flight 
CXI 71 which arrived in Perth 
on Monday night, they alarmed 
fellow passengers, who com- 
plained of “noisy, disruptive and 
abusive behaviour.” 

Staff attempting to enforce 
the smoking ban on the flight 
were also subjected to abuse. 

The band and their en- 
tourage were reported to have 
boarded the flight with the 
benefit of alcoholic fortification. 
They were rowdy more or less 
from the moment they got on 
the plane. 

One report which Cathay in 
Hong Kong says it is unable to 


confirm, states that the Captain 
considered diverting the flight 
before arriving in Perth so that 
the disruptive passengers could 
be unloaded. 

A Cathay spokesman in 
Sydney said the airline was not 
prepared to cany members of 
O asis again unless they fur- 
nished a promise of “adult be- 
haviour”. At Cathay 
headquarters a spokesman said* 
“We reserve the right to accept 
or not accept passengers.” 

It is not known whether the 
Gallagher brothers, Noel and 
Liam, were directly involved in 
the disruption. During the 90- 
minute Oasis concert, they gave 
indirect warning of what was to 
come on flight CXI 71 by of- 


fering a spirited rendition of 
“Cigarettes And Alcohol". 

By the time the conceit was 
over, Noel Gallagher was in suf- 
ficiently mellow mood to con- 
found his bad boy image by 
actually thanking the audience. 

At a pre-concert press con- 
ference he spoke about how the 
group were planning to “trash 
the hotel room and throw TVs 
through windows". This, ap- 
parently, was a joke. Mr Gal- 
lagher made this clear by 
saying: “Someone who looks a 
bit like us will knock over some 
plant pots in the hotel lobby and 
well probably get arrested." 

Cathay Pacific is still plough- 
ing its way through “several" 
passenger complaints. 
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Me and my mum: the day I became Sir 
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Before you go shopping this weekend, 
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Q. Airbags? t 

JO A. Driver’s and front passenger's. > 
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n r ; choice of engines? < 

^ A. SURE: 1.4, 1.6 - 
PETROL AND 1.9 ^ 

. TURBO DIESEL. 
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Q. HOW SPECIAL ^ 

are these 306 ^ 

SPECIAL EDITIONS ? 

A. Very , very special ■ 

Q. Do 1 have to t 
pay extra g 
for alloy wheels'? £ 

f A. Nope. S 

^ Q. Is the steering wheel £ 

^ height adjustable? Q 

^ A. Absolutely. As are the front Co 
seat belts and head restraints. J£} 

$ Q. Tinted glass, a possibility? *v 

A. Timed glass, a certainty . /V 
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By David McKittrick 

Ireland Correspondent 
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THE Northern Ireland peace 
process ‘edged gingerly along 
yesterday with reportedly use- 
ful political talks and signals 
from the government that it 
does not hold the IRA to blame 
for recent bombings. 

Tensions appeared to ease 
somewhat in the multi-party 
talks as parties discussed the 
possible shape of new north- 
south institutions in a new po- 
litical arrangement. 

But at the same lime the 
RUC and army cranked up se- 
curity in some areas in the 
wake of the republican Iwmb- 
ings which caused widespread 
linage in the Protestant towns 
of Moira and Portadnwn. 

Political development min- 
ister Paul Murphy said the 
Moira bomb appeared to haw 
been carried out by the break- 
away Continuity army council 
rather than the mainstream 
IRA, adding: “As far as we know 
the LRA ceasefire is intact." The 
Pdrludown attack was Mill un- 
der investigation, he said. 

Both Sinn Fein and the 
IRA. meanwhile, haw been 
denying IRA involvement in ci- 
ther attack. Sinn Fein is 
presently barred fivfm the talks 
process because of prcvinus 


Bertie Ahem: Held talks 
yesterday with Sinn Fein 

iRA violence, but remained 
politically active yesterday with 
a meeting between party lead- 
ers and The Taoiseach, Bertie 
Ahem, in Dublin. 

Mr Murphy said that yes- 
terday and on Monday the po- 
litical talks had been “very 
positive, very structured, very 
hopeful and veiy encouraging,. 
One of the talks participants, 
David Ervine of the Progressive 
Unionist party, advanced the 
theory that the IRA was split. 
He added: “It is a position 
which we perhaps always knew 
was coming, but we don’t knowj£ 
the size of the split so we have 
got to wait and see." The PUP 
also reiterated its warning that 
the ceasefire maintained by its 
purent paramilitary organisa- 
tion. the Ulster Volunteer 
Force, was in danger following 
the republican bombings. 

■The Home Secretary is scrap- 
ping the power to issue exclu- 
sion orders against alleged 
terrorists from Northern Ire- 
land entering mainland Britain, 
writes Colin Brown. Jade Straw 
said in a Commons written an- 
swer he was rejecting the advice 
oi JJ Rowe, who recommend 
ed the power of exelusioW 1 
sh» tuid he kepi following his an- 
nual review or the Prevention 
of Terrorism (Temporary Pro- 
visions) Act 1989. 


Mil 


***' 

. X 

mti 




iardi 

samed 



J 


2 *0 


> £ 




GCSE and A-level 
‘getting easier' 


ByJudHli Judd 

Education Editui 




0345 306 306 A w*w.peugeot. c °.uk 

the 306 WANT. FROM £11,95* FOR MORE DETAILS ON THE 306 SPECIAL EDITIONS CA 


PEUGEOT 

THE DRIVE OF YOUR LIFE 


OKU m* miMx ne. vow* «wec boum mimic. u***"”?, ^ ^ p, uuhm. 

— a m n nn r* rT **** “^ niwtlim - ,IIIWT ™P UWBWW * vm« Duan.iuaBawwnMOPCia.^MWW*WT ix 

HI.ai. TC Hg> BUSWESS CUST0MBB3 W» MO> ffU g „„ M ntM, jUMHJKT mMUBiXM*. mW ^.^^cCTtrT « TWf 0* WXN& TO Wt ^ 5 - M0 DCL WMMUtB NUB RCCIsmEB BEFORE 31STIMBCH IBM 




EXAM standards may be 
falling. Chris Woudhead. the 
Chicr Inspector of Schools said 
yesterday. 

In GCSE English exams, 
ministers must address the 
question of whether grammar 
and punctuation were being sac- 
rificed because pupils were be- 
ing taught more knowledge, he 
argued. 

Mr Woodhead made his 
controversial suggestion in his 
annual lecture at the Royal 
Society of Arts in London. He 
appeared to cnntradicl state- 
ments by ministers after last 
summer’s GCSE and A-level 
exams, saying that standards 
have remained the same for the 
last 20 years. 

He said that an inquiry car- 
ried out last year by government 
exam advisers and his Office for 
Standards in Education had 
found no evidence that exams 
had become easier over the last 
two decides. 


But the inquiry into raaihs, 
English and chemistry had not, 
he emphasised, given GCSE 
and A-levels “a clean bill of 
health”. It had not come to def- 
inite conclusions because Lhe 
exam boards had not been able 
to produce enough examples of * 
past scripts. '** 

Instead, it had raised ques- 
tions about whether broader syl- 
labuses bad led to poorer 
grammar and spelling. 

“I can of course understand 
why some find it easier to 
sweep such issues under the car- 
pel. To raise the possibility that 

examinations may not be as de- ' 

manding today as they were 20 
years ago is to call into question 
the reality of the inexorable rise 
in achievement the examination 
statistics seem year by year to 
suggest 

The qualifications and Cur- 
riculum Authority last night is- 
sued a robust rebuttal of Mr 

Woodhead's remarks. It said it * 

had carried out inquiries into 
four more subjects at GCSE 
and five at A level since the 
previous investigation. 
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Political 
knives are 
out for 
me, says 
Connery 
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By Tim Hulse 

THE ACTOR Sean Connery 
yesterday described the decision 
to deny him a knighthood in the 
New Year honours list as “pure- 
ly political". Speaking from his 
home in the Bahamas, he also 
suggested that he had been 
the victim of “character assas- 
sination". 

The saga began on Sunday 
^ when it was alleged that Con- 
nerys knighthood had been 
blocked following the inter- 
vention of Donald Dewar, the 
Secretary of State for Scot- 
land, and one of Dewars junior 
ministers, Sam Galbraith. Con- 
nery had been put forward for 
the honour early last year by 
Virginia Bottomley, the then 
heritage secretary. The recom- 
mendation was passed to the 
Scottish Office and the then 
Scottish secretary, Michael 
Forsyth, approved it. However, 
when Labour came to power, 
the process had to be repeated, 
and this is when Dewar is said 
to have stepped in. 

' Initially it was believed that 
the decision was taken as a re- 
sult of Connery's longstanding 
iBu and vocal support for the Scot- 
tish National Party. Only last 
week it was revealed that he had 
donated £200.000 to the party 
over five years. However, un- 
named “government sources" 
have suggested alternative rea- 
sons. such as Connery's tax 
exile status as well as remarks 
he once made about violence 
towards women. 

“I am fed up being told I 
don't pay taxes. I pay taxes more 
than most people in the UK," 
Connery told the BBC Today 


programme. “I don't like the 
turn it has taken now when they 
drag up something from the 
past about my violence towards 
women." 

Connery provoked consid- 
erable controversy in 1993 
when he told Vanity Fair mag- 
azine: “Sometimes there are 
women who take it to the wire. 
They are looking for the ulti- 
mate confrontation - they want 
a smack. Ir*s much more cruel 
to damage someone psycho- 
logically. Tb slap a woman isn’t 
the cruellest thing you can do." 

However, Connery yesterday 
denied “absolutely" that he 
had ever said it was acceptable 
In hit women but admitted his 
comments might have been 
. “stupid". In his opinion, the 
matter was purely political. 
“Either they or I are hoisted on 
their own petard,” he said, re- 
ferring to Messrs Dewar and 
Galbraith, “because if the^ 
want to do a character assassi- 
nation on me, then that’s their 
way of justifying saying they 
should not give it to him. That 
must be the purpose. 1 don’t 
know. You must ask them." 

When asked about the con- 
troversy on the Scottish radio 
station Clyde News yesterday, 
Mr Dewar said: “Wfe cannot and 
never do explain about the ho- 
nours.” After saying decisions 
were not his “specific respon- 
sibility", he admitted that “we 
are sometimes consulted". 

Connery, who has “Scot- 
land Forever" tattooed on his 
right arm. has long been a fer- 
vent SNP supporter. In No- 
vember 1996 he appeared in a 
party political broadcast on 
their behalf. His theme was the 



Gay doctors 
to get equal 
treatment 


By Jeremy Laurence 

Health Editor 


Sean Connery: i don't like the turn it has taken when they drag up violence towards women' Photograph: Brian Harris 


Stone of Destiny and the broad- 
cast was deemed the party’s 
most successful, with nearly 
600 people applying for mem- 
bership immediately after it 
In April last year, Connery 
wrote a letter of support for the 
campaign for Scottish inde- 
pendence. “Everywhere I go in 
the world, people want to know 
about Scotland and why we tol- 
erate our affaire being run by 
someone else’s government," he 
said. “If the SNP wins, so does 


Scotland -it's as simple as that.” 
Connery's portrait appears, to- 
gether with that of party leader 
Alex Sabnond, on the SNP’s 
homepage on the InterneL 
At a tribute to the star m 
New York last May, Harrison 
Ford, said: “Sean does every- 
thing from Arab sheikhs to 
dragons with a Scots accent As 
an actor, he honours his home- 
land every time he opens his 
mouth.” 

Leading article, page 18 


THE CONTROVERSIES 

In 1993 Connery was subjected to allegations of racism following 
the release of the film version of Michael Crichtons novel ‘Rising 
Sun’, which dealt with the unscrupulous nature of Japanese cor- 
porations. It was reported that he had even received death threats, 
forcing him to hire two bodyguards. 

Last year, the actor who has always described himself as a one- 
woman man, had to endure tabloid revelations of an II -month af- 
fair with Hdle Bym, a Danish Journalist 23 years his junior. *Atthe 
height of passion, he would repeat the same words in a foreign 
language," she sad. “It sounded like Arabic or possibly Gaelic” 


LEADERS of the British Med- 
ical Association are expected to 
teach their cricketing brethren 
in the MCC a lesson in equal 

rights today by allowing gay and 
unmarried heterosexual part- 
ners of doctors cut-rate mem- 
bership of the association. 

The BMA’s ruling council is 
to vote on a proposal to allow 
live-in partners of either sex to 
qualify for the cut-rate sub- 
scription which is currently only 
available to spouses. However, 
the value of the discount is to 
be reduced so wives and bus- 
bands will pay more to allow un- 
married partners to qualify. 

Once seen as the heart of the 
medical establishment, popu- 
lated by white-haired gents in 
the Dr Finlay mould, the BMA 
has modernised in recent years 
as a reforming leadership has 
given it a younger, more pro- 
gressive outlook. Now it has 
bowed to pressure from its ju- 
nior doctor members whose 
domestic arrangements would 
have shocked their forebears. 

Only doctors way join the as- 
sociation but the low-price sub- 
scription has been valuable to 
medicai couples who effective- 
ly get two memberships for 
the price of one and a half. In 
addition to a weekly copy of the 
British Medical Journal , mem- 
bers get legal and industrial re- 
lations advice in disputes with 
employers, pensions advice, 
cheap motor insurance and a 
range of other services. 

The BMA has 114,000 
members most of whom pay an 
annual subscription of around 
£250. About 5,000 spouses pay 
the lower subscription, which is 
reduced by 62 per cenL A fur- 
ther 2,000 are expected to qual- 
ify for the new cut-rate, which 
is to be set at 50 per cent to 
maintain the same level of 
income for the association. 

Dr Jim Appleyand, BMA 
treasurer, said the demands 
for change had come from un- 
married junior doctors in long- 
term relationships who had 


argued that they were being dis- 
criminated against: “We want- 
ed to be fair to people in those 
circumstances and not think of 
gender or sexual orientation. 
Once they are living in a house 
with joint responsibility for that 
as a couple, wc won't be judg- 


MCC DECIDES 
ON WOM EN 

MCC, the world’s most fa- 
mous cricket dub, was sec to 
vote last night on whether to 
overturn two centuries of tra- 
dition and admit women as 
members. 

The result was to be an- 
nounced after a special 
general meeting of the 
Maryfebone Cricket Club at 
Lord’s. Expectations at press 
time yesterday were, that 
despite mounting 'pressure, 
members might once again 
balk at the prospect of a 
mixed pavilion. 

When this vexed issue 
was last addressed, in (991. 
the modernisers failed to 
achieve the required two- 
thirds majority to alter the 
dub's constitution. 

This time thou^i. the fe- 
male players and spectators 
who are clamouring to join 
have the backing of the MCC 
hierarchy. The dubfc commit- 
tee has written to all mem- 
bers, whose average age is 57, 
urging them to vote in favour. 

— Kathy Marks 


mental on who that couple 
should he. I have constructed 
as fair a system as I can which 
is cost-neuiral .” 

Both partners must be doc- 
tors and the discount would 
lapse if they separated and one 
moved out Dr Appleyard said 
he “sincerely hoped" the in- 
crease in subscriptions for 
spouses, whose discount will be 
reduced from 62 to 50 per 
cent, would not lead to protests. 

“They get incredibly good 
value for monev." he said. 
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Harding helicopter death 
•blamed on pilot’s confusion 
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THE PILOT of the helicopter 
in which Chelsea Football Club 
vice-chairman Matthew Hard- 
ing died probably became dis- 
oriented just before the aircraft 
plunged to earth and burst 
into flames, an inquest was 
told yesterday. 

Multi-millionaire Mr Hard- 
ing, 42, pQot Michael Goss, 38, 
businessmen Tony Burridge, 
39, and Raymond Deane, 43, 
and magazine journalist John 
l>Bauldie, 47, died instantly 
when the Twin Squirrel aircraft 
crashed into farmland near 
Middlewicb. Cheshire, and 
burst into flames as it wasY 
carrying the party from a 
Chelsea v Bolton cup tie on 22 
October 19%. 

-Chief air accident investi- 
gator Michael Charles told the 
inquest in Knutsford, Cheshire, 
that former army pilot Mr Goss 
was probably trying to do 
“more than was achievable" in 
trying to By single-handed in 
poor visibility in a helicopter 
without autopilot and while 



trying to talk to air traffic con- 
troL He said new regulations on 
night flying were due to be in- 
troduced which would require 
that helicopters with single pi- 
lots should be fined with auto- 
pilots or stabilisation devices. 

Mr Goss probably became 
confused and might not have 
believed his instruments before 
n ying to manoeuvre the heli- 
copter without looking for vi- 
sual signs outside the aircraft, 
the inquest was told. 


Mr Charles told Cheshire 
coroner John HIbbert that 
there was an indicator In the 
cockpit showing the position of 
the helicopter in relation to the 
horizon. “If he had looked at 
it and believed what it had told 
him and acted on it, there 
would have been no problem," 
he said. But it was not uncom- 
mon for pilots to get a “body 
sense” and convince them- 
selves their aircraft was straight. 

The jury heard a tape- 


Matthew Harding's widow 
Ruth (for left) and his mis- 
tress Vicky Jaramillo, who 
were both in court for 
yesterday's hearing 

Photographs: PA 


recording on which Mr Goss, 
who had drifted off course, 
asked air traffic control for 
permission to climb to 3,000 
feet before requesting a bear- 
ing straight to Manchester Air- 
port. He was given permission 
to climb and was then asked 
what bearings be wanted for an 
ILS (instrument landing). 

The pilot’s last words were: 
“Yeah, Fm looking for vectors 
for an ILS ... I think Tm in a de- 
scent at the moment _. hold 
on." The aircraft is believed to 
have crashed moments later. 

Mr Harding's estranged wife 
Rath, 44, and his girlfriend 
Vicky Jaramillo, 26, were both 
in court for the bearing, which 
is expected to last up to four 
days. It continues today. 


Lads on pauper’s pay 

in ‘sport of kings’ 


By Barrie Clement 

Labour Editor 
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STABLE lads who work in the 
. “sport of kings" are among the 
fewest paid workers in Britain, 
^official research for the Low Pay 
VCoojmission shows. 

Staff who look after race- 

botifesarepaid as little as £1-98 

antjour, which over a normal 
■ wprfcn g year would translate 
frugal wage of less than £4,000. 

. , bottom of the low-pay 
kagae was Axs Provincial In- 
.SaaacCv based in Kendal Cum- 
kriajfe report - “Fay Systems 
and ftty Structures and the 
:-Kefa§on$ifarp to Low Pay’* com- 
pOedby Incomes Data Services 
r found. Axa Provincial 
. dftaied, however, that no one 


was actually paid less than 
£3.17 an hour. 

Responding to the findings, 
a spokesman for the National 
Trainers’ Federation for 
horse racing said that the £1-98 
an hour rate applied to school 
leavers and was a “safety net . 
Many employees were paid 

more. 

Junior hairdressers, who re- 
ceived as little as £2.18 an 
hour, are also among the poor- 
est workers, according to the 
study for the commission which 
will advise ministers on the 
level at which the national min- 
imum wage should be scL 

The Government is expect- 
ed to set a minimum of around 
£3 an hour at current 

for workers overlive of 24 . 


Cowboy truckers face fine 

LORRIES operated by cowboy truckers could be impounded 
under Government plans to be announced today. Gavin Strang, 
Cabinet minister with responsibility for transport, will outline 
the powers in a speech to tbe freight industry. Officials say that 
some firms do not abide by safety rules and undercut' more pru- 
dent rivals, and some deterrent is required. The move will re- 
quire primary legislation and ministers are inclined to fine 
offending operators £5.000. — Randeep Romesh 

Halle suspends directors 

THE Haile Orchestra yesterday suspended two directors on 
full pay pending an inquiry into the financial affairs of the 
crisis-hit organisation. A spokeswoman for the Mancbester- 
based orchestra stressed there was no suggestion that John 
Whibley, deputy chief executive, or Jack Whittaker, director 
of finance, had been involved In any illegal activity. 

BBC Parliamentary coverage 

DUE to a typographical error, yesterday’s story about changes 
to the BBC’s coverage of Parliament said the corporation was 
scrapping On The Record. The show being dropped is in fact 
the early-morning BBC 2 programme The Record. 
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Hereditary 
peerage 
is backed 

\ 

by Hague 


By Anthony Bevins 

FtoJrtka) Editor 


A STRONG defence of the 
hereditary peerage was deliv- 
ered last night by William 
Hague, Conservative leader. 

Following reports that lory 
resolve was weakening in the 
face of the Government’s de- 
termination to abolish the vot- 
ing rights of hereditary peers in 
the Lords, he attacked the 
Labour plans in a speech to the 
Centre for Policy Studies, in 
London. 

“The Government is now 
embarking on what is poten- 
tial^ the most damaging step of 
all - removing the main inde- 
pendent element in the House 
of Lords by excluding the 
hereditary peers,” he said. 

“Mr Blair’s justification is his 
dislike of the hereditary prin- 
ciple, although he sees do con- 
tradiction in also parading 
himself as the protector of the 
monarchy. 

“Labour's plans could lead 
to a House almost entirely 
composed of nominated peers. 
This would be a buge and dan- 
gerous extension of prime min- 
isterial power. It would be 
wholly unacceptable to the 
Conservative Party " 

Nevertheless, Mr Hague ac- 
cepted that the balance of pow- 
er had changed in society, and 
the requirement to have a 
House representing the inter- 
ests of properly and land had 
“diminished’’. Because of that, 
the Conservative Party was 
“open to suggestions about 
how membership of the Lords 
might be changed, too, and 
whether the hereditary princi- 
ple is the right one to employ 
when choosing members for the 
House". 

Mr Hague’s speech, entitled 


“Change and Tradition: Think- 
ing Creatively about the Con- 
stitution", was based on the 
premise that once Labour’s 
changes bad taken place, it 
would nor be possible to turn 
the clock back. 

But the TOries would need 
to have their own programme 
of constitutional reform, to 
correct “the dangerous imbal- 
ances and tensions which 
Labour’s constitutional reforms 
will unleash. 

“We must seek the con- 
struct a set of constitutional re- 
lationships which will preserve 
the key, overarching principles 
of our existing constitution: 
limited government, the rule 
of law, the unity of the king- 
dom and, above all, democra- 
tic accountability," Mr Hague 
said. 

He would be open to radi- 
cal suggestions, but he said the 
Tories might have to think of 
creating an English parliament, 
as a response to devolution of 
power to Scotland and Whies, 
and Parliament might have to 
become accountable for the 
appointment of judges, if the ju- 
diciary was to be politicised by 
human rights legislation. 

As for referendums, Mr 
Hague warned that they could 
amount to little more than 
"cosmetic democracy". He crit- 
icised proportional represen- 
tation as “a profoundly 
undemocratic measure mas- 
querading under the banner of 
democracy" - which he would 
“have no truck with". 

Mr Hague, who also said 
that the ability of Parliament to 
hold the executive to account 
needed to be strengthened, 
urged hfi party to work with him 
to provide answers to the con- 
stitutional legacy that would be 
left by Labour. 


The badger’s friends protest 


(with a little help from ^^ ul) 



«jth ibe blood sports toW? 

due to march 
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JSoers in a five-year exp«i 
menfem how to eradicate tu- 

“sssss-- 

day of the Waterloo 0£ 

Britain’s premier barecc ^? 
event. An attempt was madeto 

present a 5,000 signature pco- 

tion against the sports^^* ^ 
Linda and Paul McCartney to 
the cup host Lord Leverhuhne. 

but was not accepted. 

The .event has been held 
since 1836 but ani m al welfare 


Sett for action: Protesters arrive at W estminster yesterday to lobby about plans to cull of 10,000 badgers 


Photograph: John Voos 


will bring the cup's Waterloo. 
Hare coursing would be out- 
lawed along with fox hunting un- 
der Che WUd Mammals 
(Hunting with Dogs) Bill going 
through Parliament, 

The good life? page 16 
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Mould cracking at 
last, say Lib-Dems 


By Anthony Bevins 

THE LABOUR and Conser- 
vative two-party mould is 
be ginning to crack open. 
Liberal Democrats are to be 
told at their annual spring 
conference, at Southport, 
next mouth. 

Appealing for endorse- 
ment of the party's current 
stance of “constructi v e op- 
position" to the Labour gov- 
ernment, the party leader- 
ship tells representatives: 
“If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it" 

In a policy paper, No 
Glass Ceilings , the party ex- 
ecutive says that since last 
year’s election, the Liberal 
Democrats have become 
recognised “as the most ef- 
fective opposition, working 


with the Government in 
some areas to implement 
oar longstanding objectives, 
and vigorously opposing 
them in other areas ~ 

“What is more, we have 
gained oar new-loimd 
strength at a time of great 
fluidity and uncertainty in 
British politics. With divi- 
sions opening up within both 
the other parties (“Old’ 
Labour and ‘New’ Labour, 
‘Euro-sceptic’ Conservative 
and One Nation’ Conserva- 
tive) the two-party mould is 
beaming to crack, the paper 
asserts. 

“The possible advent of a 
proportional voting system 
and a pluralist political set- 
tlement wily goes to exacer- 
bate these uncertainties-" 


Water dean up under threat 


By Nicholas Schoon 

Environment Correspondent 


WATER bills most not be cut, 
MPs of all parties warned yes- 
terday. They should beheld lev- 
el so that more money can be 
pumped into curbing sewage 
pollution on beaches and in 
rivers. 

The cross-party House of 
Commons Environment Com- 
mittee also launched a blister- 
ing attack on the two 
government regulators of Eng- 
land and Wales’s water indus- 
try, Ofwa t director general lan 
Byatt and the Environment 
Agency. 

Mr Byatt, said the MPs, was 
fixated on pushing through a 
price cut for water customers 
during the next price-setting ex- 
ercise for the industry. But he 
was ignoring the bigger picture; 
that customers wanted higher 


standards and a cleaner envi- 
ronment. The Committee said 
it regretted “he chose to inter- 
pret his duty to customers only 
as protecting their pockets". 

As r the Environment 
Agency, yesterday’s report on 
sewage treatment and dispos- 
al suggests this ts a weak green 
watchdog which suffers from 
being under-funded by gov- 
ernment The MPs criticised the 
attitude of one top agency of- 
ficial towards public openness 
as being “flippant and conde- 
scending". Their- report says 
“one could be forgiven some- 
times for imagining that the 
environment agency is a sub- 
branch of OftraL" 

The MPs found that stan- 
dards for treating the 1 4 billion 
litres a day of sewage Britain 
produces had improved 
markedly since privatisation 
nine years ago. But that was 


only to be expected, since av- 
erage bills to households for 
treatment had risen from £64 
in 1989-90 to £123 this year. Bui 
there was a real need for fur- 
ther progress, and the Com- 
mittee believes this can be 
achieved without price rises. 

ft says that by 2002, just four 
years away, all sewage should 
receive three levels of treatment 
which removes 99.9 per cent of 
bacteria in the final effluent as 
well as removing nearly all of 
the nutrients. It is this combi- 
nation of nutrient feed and 
bacteria which does most of the 
environmental harm to rivers, 
in severe cases starving them of 
oxygen and wiping out aquat- 
ic life. The report points out 
that three of the major water 
companies are already com- 
mitted to introducing this 
three-stage treatment to all 
their works, eventually, and 


says all the rest must follow. 

The MPs also have grave 
concerns about the practice of 
spreading the sludge from 
sewage works on farmland as a 
fertiliser, which could poten- 
tially contaminate food with 
viruses and bacteria as well as 
building up concentrations of 
toxic heavy metals. This prac- 
tice is set to increase because 
of a ban on dumping sewage 
sludge at sea which comes into 
force this year. 

The Committee says that by 
2002 all sewage sludge placed 
on farmland must undergo pas- 
teurisation treatment which 
kills most of the bacteria in it 
And the practice of using it as 
fertiliser should no longer be 
regulated with a voluntary code 
of practice. “These are tough 
recommendations but we be- 
lieve they are realistic." says the 
report. 


1997 Top Direct Lender Over Two Years’ —What Mortgage Magazine. 





Make sure your latest 
mortgage statement is the 
last bit of bad news 
you get from your bank or 
building society. 


Buy a PC that’s 
so advanced 








DfRECT UNC ..." 1;- rpftdPfe -, . ’ • 

irSWfc- f. 



If you want a PC with the 
very latest technology call 
Gateway 2000. Well discuss your 
needs, then, when you’re ready 
well build you a PC that includes 
the freshest technology from the world's 
top component makers. Gateway’s build-to-order ^ 
method means you pay only for what you need. The Intel 
Pentium II processor-based system 

of what we can make for you. And its advanced technology 
comes with Gateway’s superb after-sales service. 

Freephone technical i 

your GATEWAY* 1 system. Find out more by ringing 

0800 39 2000. not forgetting to ask about our flexible finance optZI 
Or visit our Showroom at 10 Bedford Street. Covent Garden. London WC2E 


t 


• Since January ’97 inrerest payments have risen and risen and risen. With one phone call to 
Direct Line you can start to bring them down again. 

• Our variable rate mortgage could save you around £500 a year. 

• No legal fees if you transfer your mortgage without moving 
house using our solicitors package. 

• We refund your standard valuation costs after the 
mortgage is set up. 

• No arrangement, mortgage indemnity or early redemption tees. 

a 

• You can borrow up to 90% of the value of your home. CPIKECTilNE) 

• So get your house in order. Call Direct Line now. HKBUuaXBH 

0181 649 9099 0161 831 9099 0141 221 9099 



LONDON 


MANCHESTER 


GLASGOW 


CALL ANYTIME 8am to 8pm Monday to Friday and Jam to 5pm Saturday. Please quote ref. IND185 

www.dinctfine.co.uk Direct Line Financial Services Li mit ed. 250 Sc Vincent Street, Glasgow G2 5SH. 
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Intel 233 MHz Pentium* II Processor 
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Heroin cure may 
have killed six 


By Steve Boggan 

A VIETNAMESE herbalist 
who gained worldwide acclaim 
for inventing a “miracle*’ cure 
for heroin addicdon may have 
covered up the deaths of up to 
six patients in his care. 

Health officials in Hanoi 
have evidence that a clinic run 
by Tran Khuong Dan bribed at 
least one family to bury their 
son’s body without informing 
the authorities. 

United Nations sources in 
New York - who have launched 
costly trials on the “cure" - told 
The Independent yesterday that 
they believe more cases are 
being investigated, yet testing on 
the drug is likely to continue. 

Mr Dan sprang to worldwide 
prominence last November 
when his secret formula, called 
Heantos, attracted the attention 
of the world’s media. A former 
construction worker and 
herbalist, Mr Dan claimed he 
'deliberately became an opium 
addict to see whether he could 
find a natural way to detoxify 
himself. 

After travelling from village 
to village in the highlands of 
Vietnam, he put together a se- 
cret concoction made up of 13 
plants which appeared to help 


some addicts kick their habiL 

Although no for mal evalua- 
tion had been undertaken, vis- 
iting American politicians 
brought the treatment to Bill 
Clinton’s attention. Pressure 
was brought to bear upon spe- 
cialists in addiction to investi- 
gate and the UN Development 
Programme reportedly allocat- 
ed £240,000 to the project, with 
a possible £2.4m to follow. 

Now, however, Mr Dan’s 
activities have been branded il- 
legal in Vietnam - because 
Heantos is untested and unli- 
censed - and there is a split 
within the UN on whether to 
proceed with trials. 

In an interview with The 
Youth newspaper in Vietnam, 
Nguyen Hun I -am, vice-chair- 
man of the Vietnamese ministry 
of health's drug control com- 
mittee, said stocks of Heantos 
“illegally" produced by Mr Dan 
and several partners had been 
seized. 

More disturbingly, be added: 
“This illegal operation led to a 
serious consequence causing 
death to [a patient] on 30 July 
1997 during treatment at the 
Heantos Detoxification Centre. 
The centre management nego- 
tiated with the victim’s family 
and offered to provide IS 


million Vietnamese dong [ap- 
proximately £1,500] for the 
family to bring the bexfy to the 
village for burial without re- 
porting the case to the local ad- 
ministration and relevant 
authorities.” 

There is a row between of- 
ficials at the UN Development 
Programme (UNDP), which 
wants to proceed with tests on 
Heantos, and the UN Drug 
Control Programme, which is 
sceptical. It is understood the 
UNDP is refusing to pass on de- 
tails of the Heantos formula to 
the Drug Control Programme. 

“"We can’t say whether this 
thing works or not because 
there have been no formal tests 
and no follow-up work to see 
whether the addicts are still off 
their drugs,” a UN source said. 
“We are hearing from Vietnam 
that there might have been as 
many as six deaths that had gone 
unreporled.“ 

Some experts suspect Hean- 
tos may contain kratom, a plant 
from Thailand and Vietnam 
which, when chewed, acts on the 
same brain receptors as heroin. 
“If that is the case, then this isn’t 
a cure, it's a substitute and it 
would be no better than the 
methadone we give people 
now,” said the source. 



Hats off 
to student 
picture 
winner 


STUDENT photographer 
Geoff Davies, from 
Nottingham, went one 
better this year than last by 
taking first prize in the Ucas/ 
Independent student 
photographic competition. 
His winning entry Blue Hat 
(left) earns him a prize 
worth more than £1300. 

Runner-up was 
Gementine Sandison, from 
Gwent, with Rich and Anne 
Portraits. 

The Universities and 
Colleges Admissions Service/ 
Independent competition - 
run In conjunction with 
Jess ops, Linneys Colour 
Print. STA Travel, and Photo 
Answers magazine - attracted 
more than 1.000 entries. 

Winners were also 
chosen in four individual 
categories: Students at Work 
(Michael McMahon. Afehefle 
in New Library); Student 
Travel (Jorg Wagner, 
ftoguocu); Portraits (Nicholas 
Hughes. Moral Rights 
Asserted); and On Campus 
(Ross Harvey, Double 
Exposure Around Campus). 


Cholesterol tests unlikely to save lives Rail crash families must wait for justice 




.T,. • - 


By Jeremy Laurence 

Health Editor 


CHOLESTEROL screening is 
unlikely to save lives and can be 
misleading or even harmful, a 
report says today. 

People who discover they 
have a raised cholesterol level 
in their blood may even start to 
feel 01 - simply labelling them 
as “high cholesterol” may cause 
them to “adopt the sick role”. 

Two-thirds of GPs offer 
some cholesterol testing and 


one survey showed that 28 per 
cent of people aged 45-64 had 
had their blood cholesterol 
screened in the last three years. 

A review of research on the 
role of cholesterol in heart dis- 
ease says that although it is an 
important factor, by itself it is 
a poor predictor of heart at- 
tacks. Most men who have 
heart attacks have a level at or 
below the average of 6 mmols 
per litre. Focusing on choles- 
terol may distract from bigger 
risks like high blood pressure. 


The study, by the NHS Cen- 
tre for Reviews and Dissemi- 
nation, a government-funded 
agency, says that cholesterol- 
lowering drugs do save lives 
among patients at high risk - 
smokers, or couch potatoes - 
but are not appropriate for 
people whose only risk is a 
raised cholesterol level. 

Cholesterol-reducing drugs 
are expensive and spending on 
them has risen more than five- 
fold since 1 993 to £1 13m. Other 
drags which can cut the risk of 


heart attacks, such as aspirin, 
are cheaper and should be 
tried first, the report says. 

One drag. Lovostatin, is set 
to come off patent next year 
which could bring a sharp fall 
in its price, saving the NHS mil- 
lions. But Lovostatin is only li- 
censed in the US and its 
manufacturer, Merck, Sharp 
and Dohme, has no plans to li- 
cense it in the UK because it 
would be a rival for Simvastatin, 
also made by MSD, whose 
patent runs until 2008. 


By Ran deep Ramesh 

Transport Correspondent 

THE families of the seven 
people killed in Britain’s worst 
rail disaster since 1988 will 
have to wail “for years” before 
the cause of the accident can be 
investigated. 

Lawyers for the families of 
victims killed in the Southall 
crash last September say that 
with possible criminal prose- 
cutions pending, it could be 18 
months before a public inquiry 


can start and the first evidence 
is heard. Professor John Ufij the 
inspector appointed to bead the 
public inquiry which opened 
and adjourned yesterday, 
promised everything would be 
done to restart the investigation 
as soon as possible. 

But the mother of one of 
those killed said the delay was 
“unbearable”. Maureen Ka- 
vanagh. 51. of Laindon, Essex, 
whose son Peter, 29, was killed 
in the crash, said it was very dif- 
ficult for families to cope with the 


inevitable delay to the inquiry. 

“This has devastated my 
life. Peter was my only son and 
I loved him - 1 want to see jus- 
tice done,” she said. 

Professor UfFsaid that to go 
on with the inquiry might have 
prejudiced any prosecutions 
arising from the crash in west 
London. The accident occurred 
when a packed Great Western 
express train was in collision 
with an empty goods train. 

More than 150 people were 
injured in the crash which, in 


terms of fatalities, was the 
worst since 35 people died in 
the Oapham crash in 1988. 

John Hendy QC represent- 
ing 32 victims of the crash, in- 
cluding the families of five of 
those killed, told the inquiry: “It 
may be 12-18 months before the 
process of prosecution is com- 
pleted.” Mr Hendy called on the 
rail companies in the meantime 
to release documents to the vic- 
tims* families which could help 
establish what happened on 
the day of the disaster. 
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. h rise visibility of arurff-roader, with all the compactness and manoeuvrability of a Ford Fiesta. Complete with power steering, full-time four wheel drive, side impact bars, driver's airbag, central 
The new Daihatsu Terios. All the hig ^ a3year un |j m jted mileage warranty. All from just £1 2,200 on the road. Call 0500 618 618 for details. THE NEiftf TERIOS. A SMALL CAR TO LOOK UP TO. 

locking, Stereo radio cassette with rem 
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It will be the envy 


of the world, sap 
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But now we have the big top, 

won't it need a ringmaster? 


i 


By Nonie Niesewand and 
David Lister — 


CONDUCTOR. 
creative director. Does the 

Smeoeedone^tne^ 

J Richard 
BBC’s Panorama, 
now claims that soundbite was 

leonium Experience is not a or 

^counters Michael Gtade 

SrmanoftheDomesCre 

at jve Review Group. Perhaj®, 

^u^Lord^ersre- 

te t one. Stephen Bayley^t 

^erviev-oftbenSSmP^ 

Or is a creative supremo surptas 

to requirements m a multi 
Silton-pound entertamment 
and educational exiravagan 

za? “There 31111081 a jS,S 
side the Dome" arguesMK** el 
Grade “And if this exhibition 

vereity. It’s too early to make a 
3n on the -edector o 
this symphony and end the 
style diversity that is needed to 

ge t into the Dome 


Nevertneicas*, 

are worth watching- Michael 

Heseltine- always a favourne 

with Lord Rogers team-waa 


with Lord Rogers u*u*i — 

on parade yesterday to expls^ 

that the Dome has always been 
a source of national pnde, nev- 



i ilf rfy contenders for the 

rinemastert rote: (from 

top) Michael HeseWne, 
Alan Tentob and David 
Puttnam 
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Fisher, the man who designed 

The Rolling Stones s bteei 
Wheels" and “Bridges to Baby- 

ion” and T>op Mart" for m 

He has brought his own ligpt 
ine director, Patrick Woodrufle 
for a sonnd-and-light show, 

with a score by Peter GabneL 
The show will go on - and 
on, eight rimes a day. Showtnz 
or design-led, the vacancy for 

a person with an over-view stOl 

remains. And a creative force 
seems essential for what ism- 
trinsically a show, albeit with 

spiritual and education^ nguL 

Every Thursday at the New 

Millennhim Experfente offi^ 

in Victoria, Michael Heseltme 
meets Peter Mandelson to re- 
view projects and control spon- 
sors who flex their musdes. 
British Tblecom announced 
they are spreading the* 
promised £12m sponsorship to 
Le everyone over the age erf 

SneinBritaina&eee-mailari- 

mrrvme into 
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service and movmg mto ...... . .. ...... ■ , 
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Yesterday, as Tony Blair -v-nnv Blair with a model of the MiHenm 

Stic* of Um andon; Peter Mandebon 

5Es?— _ _ ... * mived recep 


photograph: Brian Harris 
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sponsorsoiF _ 

veal the Dome’s contente - 
Lord Rogers was beside him to 
endorsethe New Milienmum 

feacely to be a 90 per 
. __ . I nrf? Rneers 


that the Dome nas — - 

a source of national P nde '°f\ to be a 90 per 

ornpnriypdai^®«»£** When their comma v® not r^ J ^S v. Lord Rogers 

it always tad tossnpport.Th= " wed , Stephen Baylqr ™ “^^^Tesco, Man- 

BBC-s Alan Yentob htabee ^ ^ the creative di- ““ “ !^ d askyB, which have 

spoken of as mffitennmdmgthe W™ but resigned just six ggg ffH m lh c £5S.8m 

contents. So have J^dPu rec a* job, claiming “£. forthe New Omnium 

SJSl that Peter Mandelson vmsboA 


. Blai r with a model oi tne 

Slice of the action: Peter Mandefcon and Tony . • 

Unveiling gets amixedrecep ^ 
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By Rosa Prince and 
Chris Brown 


• “The project has been be- 
devilled with controversy aod 

bad publicity since Peter Man- 

» trmif ewer last year. He 


IG^TFTiNmATcouNTD^^ 

_ j -winka finr the year 2D00. . i___j 


be placed, 
finalised. 


=rsa eESa&eissss*. 

Lord Rogers can be forgiv rionable. The showbiz impre- to cc»t ^ Mr Tory C“Jtur ^ qo Tony Booker P^T ze_wu ^^. , the SeptembenCcx^rui^^ and attractions installed. 
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alongside one. FUrt - ■ . 
given ImaginatioD GaUery 


ofthe angels- 1 still think uk 
an excellent idea and 1 hope 
they get it right -f wan 1 11 

** -ButTdon't think they are 
. • • T rinn t 


Kyy-ndab will goo^^ ^SJts will be completed- 
November. Installation become operational and three 

*■ * pto ' 

D^cwnber 31: Dome will bn opened 


A PEP that 

respects 
nature’s assets, 
not just yours 


With our new UK Ethical PEP. 

your money Will be invested in 

companies seen to be making a 

positive contribution to society 

and not in those viewed as having 
a harmful effect on the world- 
You also stand to benefit from 
amongst the lowest charges around 

and you'll receive a 1 % discount 

if you apply now. So why not 

consult vour 1FA or call us today? 


** -BmTdon't think theyare Rev Gavin R*id. Bishop loD ,|^^- d pt^hii5' COme 

being original enough- “ o{ Maidstone and chmrman o P° said; liberal De- 

think they are raaki^en^i ^ Archb ishops’ Advi^ry ^ support miUenni- 

of the rich cidturalrese^ ^ Group on the MUlennium,smd iu ^ itiatives for the people. 

this nation, the tan , he ^ cautious about thep ^ Dorae for the selt- 

speare, Keats, Byroo, OW* spiritual content of the “-^ent 0 f politicians 

Aching in to nenmigfo SSnercial foterasts ol 


Michael Hescltine. the for- 
merdeputy prime minister who \M 
was charge of the Dome under 
the Tories, denied the project 
was party political. “Everythint 

^Sair^todayisac- 

lually part and oUh 

original concept which i wl ts 
lablished. It’s very important tor 

a national event of this son to 

rise above party politics. 

Alex Falconer, a left-wing 
Labour MEP. said the money 
[or the millennium celebra- 
tions at Greenwich could be 

better spent. . 

“U is currently estimated 

thai £4fiUra of lottery money will 

be spent on this ill-founded and 
elitist Torv-conceived venture, 
and tax breaks for private sec- 
. tor sponsi us will cost us another 
. £50m. It should not be sup- 

ported bv Labour. 

■_ Bui Claire Ward. Labour 
s MP and past critic of the Dome. 
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Standard Life UK Ethical PEP- 
Apply be fore 2 Al>,pil 
to beat the taxman- 
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Things TtevorrnuuF^'-— -- .. 

people could get bored. London Arts Board, wA 

Stephen Bayley, who las^ ^^ fttcnls 0 f the Dorae 

month quit as crcatiwdire^OT J^haveiobespedao^for 

nf the project, was Ufobe a success. He said: _Wc 

I JIls .-Pet«a- Mandelson tends lo have something 

dismiss an criticism .abort .the ^ ® lupC ndous to justify ti. 

fllcnniumDome. he said on p ^ ^ 0 pie arc going to 
BC radio’s Today programm ^ ^ u just for the Me 

sieTdav. “He will say that all com ^ thing and there has 

real national ?«***£*£ gauo^nough ^tentfor u 
treat Exhibition and ^ ^ % juSl t o then be a tumble 

^ of Britain aurartcdlhcu intmcnL 

ritics and, of course, he * d,s ^ e Hcn ,uigway, head 
ighL But the difference is tha fashion company Ited >or 

n l851andl951thephd^m« ^^oinwcd himself a fan 

were on the outside; today Dome. “My c i h, ^ rL 

ifraid the philistines arc on tin. of ^ bccn very excited about | 

inside." ^ • lhp the Dome and provided it docs 

Raymond Gubbay, th [pads of money and 

thcauc impresario, said he ^fpr along time hca^only 

opposed to the concept of the ^ thing. It should cd- 
Dom^ “Tb be honest ^aufand entertain kids. U has 

much rather have ^ better than a nwssivcart 

than MandelsonM find ^ play wh ich wUI just bore 

^R I SSS5r-* af ^^imon Hughes. Liberal Dv‘. 
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National Geographic 
‘The Decades’ 
on CD-Rom 


*c 


fc,-. 




money which could have twen ^^Sman for Lon- 
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On O^H Station, «S February 1997 

By David Constantine 


For nearly 1 1 decades, National 
Geographic magazine has 
fascinated and educated readers 
everywhere with Its compelling 
pvnlnratiors and descnadons of 


included with this CD-Rom 

is a robust search engine which 

links direedy to an exclusive area 


fascinated ana eaucuea raaers mro oirecuy to an exclusive area 
everywhere with its compelling on the National Geographic 
, explorations and descriptions of website, 
the natural world. 



We have five National 
You now have the chance to view Geographic CD-Rom sets (5 CD 
thousands of full colour photo Rom's In a set - price £29.99) to 
images from award winning win. courtesy of Mindscape. 
photoioumahsts covering the 

American West. Polar Regions To enter this cAAuuriri,. l. 


STANDARD life 


such blue, such 5« 
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phouqoumansts covenng the 

American West. Polar Regions To enter this competition simply 
and The Natural World on the dial die number below, answer 
1 new CD-Rom set available on the following question on lino 
Win 95/Mac CD-Rom. 


cloud on the quiet empty blue, 

I 


The CD-Rom sec incorporates 
every Issue from the 1980's 
through to 1996 which indudes 
the stories, case maos, pranhirc 


«'»ywuvii WlipiJ 

dial die number below, answer 
the following question on line 
and leave your name and foil 
address; 


through to iTJb wmen includes 
the stories, page maps, graphics, 
biographies on National 


Investment has nevsr taen simpi*' , 

; 


I v££m Bixibs 


biographies on National 
Geographic photographers plus 
classic period advertising from 
the past century. 


Q: Name die largest marrmaL 
Call 0930 525274 
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Blair, as lid of Dome is finally lifted 


QjheMind 
©The Body Zone 
©Spirit Level 
: © Licensed to still 
©learning Curve y- 
©Transaction 
©Dreamscape 
©Serious Play 
©Shared Ground 
©Living Island 
©Atmosphere 
©Time to Talk! 
©uk@now 

\ Existing ventillation 
chimney 
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Construction 

^ The stracture will be 
v suspended from twelve lOQm 
~ high steel masts, held in place 
:j. by more than 67km of steel 
> cable. 

: The roof fabric will be teflon- 
coated glass fibre. 




- / Living Island: 

Environment feature set in 
a seaside resort At a 
funfair and pleasure 
beach setting, visitors will 
try out games, rides and ** 
trials of skill and strength. > . : 
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GRAPHIC: KRISTINA FERRIS, 
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All human 
life takes 
a trip 
into time 


By David Lister 

Arts News Editor 
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YOU walk into the androgy- 
nous zone: a vast human body, 
devoid of gender. You enter 
through the waist, take a lift up 
to the brain and exit through the 
ankle. 

This is the Body Zone, one 
of 13 zones at the Dome — 
though one might yet turn out 
to be a “virtual zone”. Ail hu- 
man life is certainly here: the 
body, the mind, the spirit, work 
and play, rides and live perfor- 
mances. One can even glide with 

a dozen or so others on a float- 
ing bed, the floater-coaster. 
Welcome to the Millennium 
Dome: 

The Body Zone: Visitors are 
taken into the world of human 
biology and medical science in- 
side the sitting human figure, 
which will be covered with pic- 
tures of children. Health repro- 
duction and cosmetic surgery are 
all explored. And one exits the 
biggest reproduction of a human 
body in the world to come lace 
to face with the biggest ever 
model of a baby. Fbmily values 
usher in the new mille nni u m . 

Spirit Level: Here, say the 
Dome's managers, you will “ex- 
perience a moment of peace 
and reflect on our deepest com- 
mon beliefs”. 

Basically, you choose your 
religion, choose the appropri- 
ate garden and reflect- There 
will be, it is somewhat opti- 
mistically promised, “oases of 
calm” set within an area of gar* 
dfin which draws inspiration 
from the sheltered calm of a 
Christian monastic cloister, the 
austerity of Japanese Zen gar- 
densand the formal exuberance 
of Muslim gardens. 

The Timminig CtlTVK ThlS 
will feature classrooms of the fu- 
ture via a themed ride, and you 
’MU' be able to talk to children 
. in their schools worldwide on 
die Internet. . 

licensed to Skill: This 
^®e,.peppered with buttock- 
J • - - i nns, looks at 


changing employment oppor- 
tunities through multimedia 
galleries. 

Dreamscape: Home of the 
“floater-coaster”. The closest 
the Dome comes to being a 
health farm. This zone pro- 
motes relaxation and contem- 
plation. Adults and children 
take their seats in boats which 
are designed as J 6-sea fer beds, 
floating off through dream en- 
vironments. 

Serious Play: This is the 
most technologically animated 
area of the Dome. Huge multi- 
media displays rise towards the 

root The Parallax ride takes vis- 
itors upwards on a moving 
pavement. Coherent images re- 
solve from apparently form- 
less colours and shapes while an 
inflated transparent skin gently 
rises and falls, from the top of 
the ride, visitors can abseil, 
climb or simply take a lift down 
to a lower level and hands-on 
play activities. 

Living Island: This explores 
our relationship with the envi- 
ronment through the curious 
location of a British seaside re- 
sort complete with beach, fish 
and chips stall, deck chairs, 

sun and sea. In a funfair and 
pleasure beach setting, visitors 
ny out games, rides and trials 
of skill and strength. It's billed 
as “the environmental chal- 
lenge as it has never been seen 
before”. And who would argue 

with that? .. 

Zones, on which no details 
have yet been released, in- 
clude: Transaction, which will 
show how money and finance 
are changing your life; Stared 
Ground, a journey through the 
British Isles The Mind, which 
wiD allow you inside the human 
brain; Atmosphere, in which 
you can experience the : wonder 

of the planet; Time To Thlk, 
where we learn better ways of 
talking to each other (aB*™ 
sponsored by BT); and UKJ 
^w, where we appareo^ 
learn, perhaps on the internet 
-what being British means for 
all our futures - 



Hi-tech displays 
leave a lot of 
space to fill 


By Nonie Niesewand 

Architecture Editor 


Other worlds: A model of the Dreamscape zone (above), home of the floater-coaster which takes adults and children 
in 16-seat ‘beds' along a dream river through surreal landscapes - ‘setting their maids free* ; Learning Curve (below) 
concentrates on education - visitors will be able to contact children in schools afl over the world via the Internet 



THE DOME might be one of 
the architectural wonders of the 
late twentieth centuiy, but fill- 
ing the largest building of its 
kind in the world in the digital 
age is a difficult task. 

The danger is that the 
amount of information that, 
can be conveyed via the Inter- 
net, and using virtual reality and 
interactive games, will replace 
a lot of props and leave a lot of 
empty space. To compensate for 
the blandness of multimedia, 
designers will pack in over- 
scaled human figures, floating 
beds for dreamscapes and gi- 
gantic roller-coaster rides. 

The *Ibflon-coated dome 
drops into place in a fortnight 
to cover 20 acres on the North 
Greenwich Peninsula. So the 
countdown has started to filling 
it with a display sufficiently 
thrilling to entice people from 
all over Britain to visit. 

Visible within domed area, 
320 metres in diameter, are nine 
segments These segments have 
been zoned to tell the story of 
time with interactive displays 
and exhibits chosen by 11 design 
teams. 

When you can land a jum- 
bo jet just by strapping on a vir- 
tual reality helmet and t akin g 
the controls, there is no need for 


a lot of props. There is little 
need for the plinths and display 
cabinets found in traditional 
museums and galleries. 

At its centre, the Dome is 50 
metres high, as tall as Nelson’s 
Column. This is the “Body 
Zone”. Here reclines an an- 
drogynous figure, 23 metres 
tall which is entered through its 
waist, for an exploration of its 
internal organs, and exited 
through the heeL 

In the Environment Zone, 
beadies and piers tempt famili es 
for an virtual outing to contrast 
with the I .gaming and Work 
Zones. Four hundred virtual re- 
ality helmets in the Work Zone 
allow visitors to record their 
hopes and feats about their jobs. 

The Learning Curve lets vis- 
itors surf the Internet. The Seri- 
ous Play Zone will deliver sport 
and leisure activities on a moving 

pavement. 

Groovy little curved pods re- 
place the cr£che with a floater- 
coaster ride in a bed with 15 
other kids to give parents time 
to unwind. 

The Spirit Level, as the New 
Millennium Experience calls 
the spiritual area, is currently 
without a sponsor, or indeed a 
theme. But the Lambeth 
Group, a multi-faith advisory 
body, is in consultation with 
New Millennium Experience 
team on the contents. 


Brave new words of 
apocalyptic promise 


ITs emotional, apocalyptic and 
can end up meaning nothing at 
alL The Dome Has already giv- 
en ns a new invention for the 
m i l le n nimn: Domespeak, writes 
David Lister. 

As the New Mille nnium Ex- 
perience unveiled some of the 
Dome's contents yesterday, they 
did so in language that, perhaps 
fittingly for the new millennium, 
seems a mixture of sci-fi movie 
and Blairite Cool Britannia. 
And, being bashful souls at the 
Experience, they would not own 
up to who tad written the script 

Domespeak may be apoca- 
lyptic in its promises, “ ... ex- 
hibits will open up the choices 
facing humankind but the 


zones seem to have been named 
by a failed headline writer. One 
can live with Spirit Level for the 
religious zone, but Licensed tc 
Skill for the world of work jnsi 
does not pass the cringe factor. 

Perhaps the latter was in- 
tended as a light antidote to the 
description of the exhibit itself 
Who can say what “the anima- 
trooic orchestra of work" actu- 
ally means. Presumably the 
same person who can answei 
the question describing the 
Dreamscape zone; “Is rest z 
state of stagnation, or a state ol 
healing, recovery, preparation 
and regeneration?” That’s a 
tricky one. Til have to lie down 
and Uy to work it out 
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Chinese accused of selling criminals bod' es 
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e wS- 


By David Usbonw 

m New York 


New York authorities con- 
finned yesterday that they had 
arrested two men on charges of 
conspiring tc sell human organs 
for transplant, including kid- 
neys, corneas, livers and skin, 

taken from convicts executed in 

China. 

The arrests point to a lu- 
crative trade in organs removed 


from Chinese convicts at their 
hour of execution and sold at 
steeply discounted prices to 
buyers in Western nations. 
The number of executions in 
China has risen sharply re- 
cently to about 6,000 a year. 

Through the pair arrested in 
New York, for example, an 
American patient could re- 
ceive a new kidney in a Chinese 
hospital for between $20,000 
(£12,500) and $30,000, far less 


than would be the case in an 
American hospital No ques- 
tions would be asked about the 
origin of the kidneys. 

The men, one of whom is 
believed to be a former public 
prosecutor from the Chinqsg 
province of Hainan, were 
mared in a sting last week. An 
agent of the FBI met them and 
pretended to be a medical ex- 
ecutive looking to purchase 
organs for transplant. 


The arrests may provide a former Hainan prosecutor, rj t-coroary, «=* ’ “*~T 5r ‘ He agent the men nr** ~ if the cBWf ~~ could 

the US with a first document- while Mr Fu said he operated uig as in supply jusl kidneys and t stick in court, the ^ maW ng 

ed case of what Chinese dissi- a New York laundry. ^ a encounter, arrange for US Washing 100 1 t -,p e kjtig 

dents and rights organisations Among those who have long a box and taped . p™ have transplant operatio ?formal approve jfae 

havebeenteUingW^mngov- urged action against China on Hcpa^edlhe tope to ^eFBh told the agent "^putting a stop « 

ernments for years that Peking the issue has been Amnesty In- which felt impelled to arra ge cgf ^ provide him with yj S 

has allowed an international tematioaal in London. The its own sting. . „. meas at $5,000 a pair ana snokesrtian for 

trade in organs taken from in- entrapment of the men in New Mr Wu said he ha boasted that they could also of- Department told the 

mates to grow unimpeded and York was set in train by the dis- told by the pair that they co f . nflQcr eases. lungs and skin. S , Times: “We’re natural 

even to flourish. The accused sklent Harry Wu, who spent 19 get access to the organs of at According to court papers, abcnll these 

are Cheng Yong - Wang and years in Chinese prisons and is least a quarter of the roughly * assured the FBI C ? nce , looking 1010 rt ‘ 

Xingqi Fu. Prosecutors said now an American citizen. 200 inmates who are executed th anvlun® they would hems, an 

MrWfln{,desrrih(»d himself as Mr 'Wu met the two men on in Hainan cachveat. In theSUu- agent — ' ' I 


Russia’s black knight 
makes a global move 


BEHIND the electric gates. 
high walls and immense curtains 
that enclose the apricot- 
coloured mansion winch serves 
as his Moscow residence, Kirsan 
Dyumzhinov is busy refining his 
latest sales pitch. 

He is building the equivalent 
of the Vatican, be announces 
with the cheerful air of a man 
ima gining his own headlines 
rolling off the presses. His tiny 
new society will be a staie-witb- 
in-a-state. 

It will have its own parlia- 
ment, cabinet, prime minister 
and chief executive. But tbe fo- 
cus of this brave new world is 
not church but sport, the in- 
tellectual battle for superiori- 
ty on a chequered board. The 
place will be called Chess City. 

Hard selling is a required 
skill for the 35-year-old Mr 
Hyumzhinov as the obscure 
patch of the planet over which 
he rules needs aD the help it can 
get Until now “spin" referred 
to wooL a principal Soviet-era 
earner for the impoverished 
Kalmykia, one of Russia's au- 
tonomous republics. But its 
boyish-looking boss seems well- 
versed in its modem meaning. 

His job is to attract global at- 
tention, and thus investment 
for a semi-arid triangle-shaped 
territory on the steppes of 
southern Russia between the 
Volga and the Don at the top 
end of the Caspian Sea. With 
only 321,000 mostly poor in- 
habitants (outnumbered ten to 
one by sheep), the task would 
derer any ordinary leader. 

However, Mr Dyumzhinov is 
not ordinary. He has the deter- 
mination of a pit bull (a popu- 
lar animal in his fiefdom, where 
dog fights regularly pull a 
crowd), boundless ambition, a 
scornful disregard for ideology 
(be is both an admirer of Bill 
Clinton and a dose friend of Sad- 
dam Hussein), and a tremendous 
flair for publicity. It was a com- 
bination of these characteristics 
that recently underlay Kal- 


Phil Reeves in 
Moscow reports 
on Chess City — a 
capital adventurer's 
new Utopia 


mykia’s toiled efforts to buy 
Diego Maradona for its football 
team, UrakxL 

Chess is taken even more se- 
riously than soccer. Mrllyuznzhi- 
nov has issued a decree stating 
that all schoolchildren would 
study chess, according it the 
same status in the classroom as 
mathematirs- He maintains that 
since then juvenile crime has 
plummeted. “Chess develops 
the bram, makes you industrious 
and diligent and able to foresee 
your next step", he says. Even 
issues of faith are overshadowed 
by the game in Russia's only 
Buddhist republic (the Kalmyks 
originate from central Mongo- 
lia). As one presidential aide put 
it “No one gets anywhere... un- 
less they can play chess." 

Ruthless determination is 
the hallmark of Mr DyunEhinovs 
curriculum vitae. A millionaire 
in his late twenties, with an im- 
port-export business in tbe last 
Soviet years, he won the repub- 
lic's presidency in 1993 after 
illegally promiangSlOO to every 
voter. When he wanted to dump 
his legislature, he paid it to dis- 
solve itself, ushering in one 
that gave him still greater pow- 
ers. Opposition' opinion was 
stifled. 

The federal authorities in 
Moscow paid little attention. 
Why should they? The Presi- 
dent was a Yeltsin loyalist, 
whose electorate could always 
be trusted, as one official wiy- 
ly put it, to “vote accurately*’ 
when it came to choosing the 
occupant of tbe Kremlin. 

When stories of high-living 
and fleets of Rolls-Royces 


THE HARRODS 


DESIGNER 


SKI WEAR SALE 


AS ALWAYS, 


STOPPING YOURSELF 


WILL BE THE 


DIFFICULT BIT. 
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From this Saturday. 28 February, even the 
prices will be falling in the Harrods Sid Department. 

For just one week, you will find up to a third off 
selected designer ski wear by such names as Quiksilver, 
Giorgio .Armani Neve, SchofTel, Chiemsee and Killy. 

So if you are planning to hit the slopes this year, don’t forget 
to stop by the Ski Department on the Fifth Floor. 
However, please exercise caution at all times. You could 
quite easily find yourself getting carried away. 
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a former Hainan prosecutor, 
while Mr Fu said he operated 
a New York laundry. 

Among those who have long 
urged action against China on 
the issue has been Amnesty In- 
ternational in London. Tbe 
entrapment of the men in New 
York was set in train by the dis- 
sident Harry Wu, who spent 19 


»~—is==s ssnaSw? T&fess 


stick in court* into making 
spur Washing 10 peking 

a forma' tu d* 

about putting a st °P 


A spokesman 


the US 


. -v: 


Mr Vfeng described himself as Mr Wu met the two men on in Hainan each year. 


.. 


reached their ears, tax inspec- 
tors arrived to probe his in- 
come, which he declared as 
Sl.lm. He invited the television 
cameras in, entertained them 
generously, and gave them a 
prize stallion- They leftwithout 
a story. 

It is this street wisdom that 
Mr Dyumzhinov is drawing on 
to pursue his dream of build- 
ing a self-governing city as the 
foruzn for international chess 
contests. He has a missionary’s 
zeal, being a former champion 
of toe republic and president of 
the World Chess Federation, 
which, though there has been 
a split, retains its daim to be the 
sport’s governing body. Last 
year, be hosted the world cham- 
pionship match between Gata 
Kamsky and Anatoly Karpov; 
this September, the Olympiad 
contest wiD be held in Kato^kia. 

Construction of Chess Gty 

has air-part y h egim T iron y hmis- 
es are beginning to sprout on a 
dusty site in south-eastern 
Elista, the republic’s modest 
capital The plmis indude three 
luxury hotels, an aquacentre, 
homes for 5,000 people, a chess 
academy and a grand central 
square. The promotional liter- 
ature foresees a Utopia- a “cra- 
dle of highest achievements of 
h uman genius”. 

The city, whilst still subject 
to republican and federal law, 
will have a 10 -person parlia- 
ment to make local laws under 
a “king”, or mayor, and 


“queen" the prime minister. 
The president also wants it to 
be an economic free zone. “I 
want to see if it works,” he says. 

The development is headed 
by a Russian -Serb joint venture 
but, in the end, it is the work of 
a man whose creed is that of 
most of toe ruling £lite that has 
occupied the ruins of the Sovi- 
et Union. “1 am neither com- 
munist, nor democrat. I am a 
capitalist,” he says, hi Kalmykia, 
that makes this particular chess 
fiend a king. 



Race row simmers 
at SA school 


XlXeSoufoAfitao^ofV^ 

hum. White parents attacked black 

pupOs with whips after 

bdd three white school officuUs homage 
a day earlier at Vtyburg tt* 

Police freed the hostages on Monday- 
The pupils went to toe adrainistratron 
offices to protest at the expuls’ooof^ 
black students for non-payment offeeSj 
according to toe chairman of toe 
governing body. AP. Vrybvrg 
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Kidnap hospitality 


On toe sixth day of a hostage standoff, 
kidnappers and their three UN captives 

shared food, wine and *^ mar ™ e l ™; 
while negotiators worked toward talks 
to resolve the crisis. In Moscow, toe For- 
eign Ministry called in Georgia $ am- 
bassador to protest at statements 
suggesting “certain forces in Russia 
were behind anassassination attempt 
against Georgian President Eduard 
Shevardnadze. — AP Dzhikhaskari 
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Kinshasa tense 


Opposition militants in the Democrat- 
ic Republic of the Congo called for a 
strike this week to protest at the ban- 
ishment of their populist leader, Etienne 
Tshisckcdi, from the capital, Kinshasa. 
Such a strike could lead to a dash with 
forces of President Laurent Kabila, who 
has banned political activity since seiz- 
ing power in the former Zaire last May. 

— Reuters, Kinshasa 
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Refugee crisis 




About l.tiOO refugees a day are fleeing 
Sierra Leone’s war into Liberia, the 
UNHCR agency said. They were flee- 
ing fighting in the towns of Bo and Ken- 
ema between troops loyal to the military 
junta ousted from the capital. Freetown, 
a week ago and the Nigerian-led ECO- 
MOG force. — Reuters, Geneva 
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De Niro fury 


Opening gambit: Kirsan Dyumzhinov (centre) and FIDE world chess champion Anatoly Karpov (right) looking 
on at a party as a man In traditional Mongolian costume prepares to throw a spear Photograph; Reuters 


Robert De Niro, questioned this month 
in Paris by a judge investigating a call- 
girl ring, says he will never return to 
France, will tell bis friends to stay away, 
plans to boycott the Cannes Film Fes- 
tival and will send back the Legion of 
Honour. — AP, Paris 
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Sombre South Korea 


hails its new leader 
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By Richard Uoyd Parry 

in Seoul 


ISp I N. Zealand 27 p 

Germany 12p Pakistan 72p 

Hong Kong 27p S*Africa 3 


50p I Thailand 72p 


lOp I UK 
20p USA 


Cali us today for details on fantastic savings to hundreds of 
other destinations and how to open your pro paid account. 


KIM DAE JUNG, the former 
dissident and political prisoner 
who survived sentences of 
death, abduction by assassins 
and defeat in three previous 
elections, will he inaugurated as 
president of South Korea this 
morning in an atmosphere of ex- 
ultation which only partly masks 
an atmosphere of deep national 
apprehension. 

He is Hie first opposition 
politician to (cad South Korea, 
a sign of political maturity that 
coincides with the worst eco- 
nomic crisis since the Korean 
War. Since his narrow election 
victory, Mr Kim has heen an un- 
official acting president, eclips- 
ing his predecessor and rival, Ihc 
discredited Kim Young Sam. 
But South Koreans have little 
expectation of any quick solu- 
tions to their problems. 

As the new president leads 
a victory procession through 
Seoul tomorrow, the finance 
ministry will announce a list of 


merchant banks to be closed as 
part of a restructuring insisted 
on hy the IMF in return for a 
$hObn ( E3Shn ) rescue package. 
And. despite recent positive 
signs from North Korea. Mr 
Kim yesterday said the state of 
the South’s economy means it 
will be at least a decade before 
the peninsula is reunified. 

Hotels in Seoul were turn- 
ing people away last night as the 
city filled with guests including 
Michael Jackson. Elizabeth Tay- 
lor and the former Philippines 
president Gory Aquino, an un- 
usual phenomenon in a coun- 
try which saw its economy 
turned upside down hv the cur- 
rency crisis last year. 'The Ko- 
rean won is worth barely half 
what it was a VC3r agl} a/jd 

bouth Korea s formerly pow- 
erful conglomerates, the chav 
hnl \ bavtf hwn crippled hv 
paying hack foreign foans which 
have doubled in value 

During his election cam- 
paign Mr Kim’s instinct for 

populism gotihc better of him 
^cn he hinted that he wuufo 


reject the unpopular dear 
worked out between Kim 
Young Sam's government and 
the IMF. However much ordi- 
nuiy South Koreans may have 
agreed, the markets plunged. 
Since his victory, howeverrMr 
Kim has more than made 
amends, affirming the JMF 
agreement, and brokering com- 
promises between toe chaebols 
and the country's militant 
unions, which have traditionally 
supported him but now face 
large-scale redundancies. 

Officials speak of •'front- 
loading” Mr Kim's programme 
so that the most painful reforms 
are carried through during toe 
new president’s “honeymoon” 
Period. This week he was offi- 
aalfy absolved of accusations 
tost he amassed a fortune in 
bribes, like two former presi- 
dents whom he released from 
prison. But spring is the season 
of protest in South Korea, as 
students return to universities. 
a fortnight ago a general strike 
organised by the biggest union 
was called off at the last minute. 
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Mossad chief quits over failed 


nn — paa Cat! 7 800 794 38 1 it vsu live in Ireland. 
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General Danny Yatnm re- 
signed yesterday as head of 
Mossad, Israel’s external se- 
curity service, after criticism by 
a commission investigating a 
botched attempt to assassinate 
a Hamas leader. Khuled Mc- 
-shii). in Amman in September, 
writes Eric Silver in Jerusalem 


» f«und ih t - operation 

rt WC --£ a L ni * pl ™ “ nd P'an- 
nmg. ThohcadnfrtcMrasad 

^uhcaiTresponsibim ; 
mew mailers, A majoritvre- 
IJ'rt left a decision on Gen 

Yal..msralarc„„hegovam 
he dismissed T Je 


assassination 


Prime Minisier, Bmyamin Ne- 
tunyabu declined to dismiss 
him, but hoped that he would 
leave in summer after com- 
pleting two years in toe post. 
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Clinton aide fights 
new Starr subpoena 
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By Mary Dejevsky 

in Washington The al- 

, _ . . tortuous 

saga of President Clinton, the While 
House trainee and the American legal 
system look another iwist yesterday 
when the leading White House media ad- 
viser, Sidney Blumenthal, went to court 
to contest a summons to testify in the 
case. Mr Blumenthal. a close associate 
of the Clintons, said he was “outraged” 
to be called and described the subpoe- 
na as a violation of his constitutional 
rights as a public servant. 

The independent prosecutor. Ken- 
neth Slarr, wants to question Mr Blu- 
menthal not about the main allegation 
in the case - that Mr Climon had an af- 
fair with the trainee. Monica Lewinsky, 
and told her to lie about it - but about 
a possible sub-plot. The specific allega- 


tions against Mr Blumenthal are that he 
orchestrated a media campaign against 
Mr Slarr lhal was designed to move the 
spotlight away from Mr Clinton and on 
in the role, power and motives of the in- 
dependent prosecutor. 

Mr Starr is demanding that Mr Blu- 
menlhal. a former journalist, hand over 
records of conversations and meetings 
he had with reporters about the Lewin- 
sky case. But in Washington, the very idea 
that Mr Blumenthal. a specialist in the 
art of media spin and massaging re- 
porters, might be compelled to lay bare 
his strategy and methods, has been 
greeted with horror as it would threat- 
en the cosy relationship between politics 
and media that makes the US capital tick. 

The mini-contest hetween Mr Blu- 
memhai and the prosecutor’s office il- 
lustrates the extent to which the Monica 


Super-scribe genius, or 
baleful manipulator? 


Depending on who you talk to. Sidney 
Blumenthal is a media genius or a ma- 
lign manipulator, writes Mary De- 
jevsky. In the White House, where he 
is a reportedly highly paid communica- 
tions aide, he is a resented parvenu or 
a valued member of the team. 

A longtime journalist, as a reporter 
for the Washington Post, New Republic 
magazine, and most recently The New 
Yorker, he is a close associate of Hillary 
Clinton. It is she, the word goes, who 
recruited him to the White House last 
June, after a flurry of rumours that he 
was leaving The New Yorker. 

Aged 49 and a Chicago native, he is 
seen as a staunch supporter of die Clin- 
tons, prompting the quip that when he 
joined the White House staff he would 
be paid for doing what he had previously 
been doing for free. He is an Anglophile, 
credited with "discovering" Tony Blair 
in a profile for The New Yorker and 
smoothing the first encounters be- 
tween the Clintons and the Blairs. 

in the Washington political context, 
he is regarded as an intellectual. He has 
been given responsibility for millennium 
celebrations and has adopted the cause 
of press freedom around the world as 
a personal crusade. This sideline could 
stand him in good stead as he grapples 



Sidney Blumenthal: Never 
fails to elicit strong feelings 

with what could become a landmark le- 
gal case. He is suing an exponent of In- 
ternet journalism. Matt Drudge - who 
broke news of the Lewinsky allegations 
- for $30m (£IBm) for insinuating that 
he beat his wife. The report appeared 
on Mr BhimenthaTs first day at the White 
House and he sees the allegation as a 
deliberate smear. The White House is 
backing him in his suit, which could es- 
tablish whether reports on the Internet 
are subject to the same laws of libel as 
other published material - a subject that 
may be of as much interest to the Pres- 
ident as to his adviser. 


Lewinsky case is developing into a per- 
sonal confrontation between President 
Clinton and the independent prosecu- 
tor. Kenneth Slarr, with aides and sup- 
porters ranged on either side. The 
Clinton camp, led by Hillary Clinton, re- 
gards Mr Starr as politically motivated 
- out to get the President by fair means 
or foul. They have accused his office of 
allowing, if not encouraging leaks of ev- 
idence damaging to Mr Clinton. 

Mr Starr's supporters contend that he 
is only doing the job he was appointed 
to do: investigate allegations about the 
legality of Mr Clinton's conduct, first in 
the Whitewater land deal in Arkansas, 
and more recently in the Lewinsky case. 
Siime of his recent moves, however - 
whether or not they were projected 
through Mr BlumcnthaTs lens - have at- 
tracted widespread opprobrium. 

They include the aggressive ques- 
tioning of Monica Lewinsky's mother, 
Marcia Lewis, about her daughter's re- 
lationship with the President. Ms Lewis 
broke down after two days on the stand 
and her lawyer is now petitioning for her 
. to be relieved of any further obligation 
in testify on grounds of ill-health. The 
decision to have a mother testify about 
her daughter, while quite legal, has 
been condemned. 

But harsh and distasteful methods 
have not been the exclusive preserve of 
the prosecutor's office. The Washington 
fosi has given details of the Hoe of in- 
quiry being pursued by Mr Clinton’s de- 
fence team in the sexual harassment case 
brought by Paula Jones. According to the 
Ptist, every aspect of Ms Jones's private 
life is being investigated. Former lovers, 
colleagues and employers have been 
turned up. all directed at presenting her 
as promiscuous and unreliable. That tri- 
al is set to come to court in Arkansas in 
May. 

Back in Washington, the Clinton 
team may not be displeased with the mul- 
tiplying subplots in the Lewinsky inves- 
tigation, despite Mr Biumenthal’s 
indignation. They serve to delay the star 
appearances in the case - expected tes- 
timony from Ms Lewinsky herself and 
perhaps also from Mr Clinton - and keep 
the public happily distracted. 

The current mood - more redolent 
of a spectator sport than lofty legal ar- 
gument - was summed up in reactions 
to a suggestion from Ms Lewinsky's PR- 
minded lawyer that his client was run- 
ning out of money and needed a legal 
fund. Laughter, rather than tears, was the 
public response. 



Luciano Pavarotti with Aretha Franklin and members of the group Boyz II Men in New York yesterday, after the 

opera singer was named Person of the Year by the charity Musi care for his philanthropy Photograph: AFP 

Florida counts cost of tornado disaster 


By Phil Davison 

in Miami 


President Bill Clinton will today 
tour a tornado-ravaged belt of 
Florida, close to Wilt Disney 
World, where a dozen twisters 
killed at least 38 people within a 
few minutes in the small hours of 
Monday. 

The death toll made the dis- 
aster worse, in terms of human 
life, than Hurricane Andrew 
which devastated Miami and 
southern Florida in 1992, killing 
32 people, including some in 
Louisiana and the Bahamas. 


More than 250 people were in- 
jured m Monday’s catastrophe in 
the Orlando area and dozens, 
mostly mobile home owners, were 
still unaccounted for. 

Florida tourism officials were 
counting their blessings that the 
chain of tornados narrowly 
missed the region's popular 
tourist draws - Disney World Sea 
World and the Universal Studios 
theme park. No tourists would 
have been at those sites when the 
twisters tore through the area 
around lam on Monday but pho- 
tographs of the probable damage 
to their world-renowned instal- 


lations would have been devas- 
tating to tourism, officials ad- 
mitted. 

As it turned out, all were 
open for business as usual yes- 
terday, with laughing children 
enjoying the rides and attractions 
on a hot, sunny day. 

Many left homeless com- 
plained of the lade of warning. Of- 
ficials said warnings went out on 
local radio and television stations 
but that most people were already 
asleep. In addition, the tornados, 
unlike the slower-moving phe- 
nomena seen in the Hollywood 
movie Twister, came virtually out 


of nowhere, hit the ground quick- 
ly and moved on, they added. 

Dusk-to-dawn curfews were 
put into effect in damaged areas 
to prevent looters yesterday and 
local county offidals invoked 
emergency iaws to stop profi- 
teering in generators, batteries, 
water and food. Hospitals ap- 
pealed for biood to help treat the 
injured. 

While most casualties were in 
mobile home parks hundreds of 
fixed homes, mainly wooden, 
were torn apart, with cars and 
pick-up trucks sucked up and 
dumped into living rooms. 
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leading specification that leaves most 
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Just check out the specification. 
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20% to vital memory performance. 
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power yourself with a Mercantile Credit Loan 


With a Mercantile Credit loan, you not 
only get good value but also the 
certainty of a fixed rate - whatever 
happens to interest rates in the future. 
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Blair ties British colours to the US mast 


TONY BLAIR yesterday sig- 
nalled that the crisis over Iraq 
had cemented a closer rela- 
tionship between himself and 
President Bell Clinton by telling 
MPs he ‘Thanked heaven" for 
the readiness of the United 
States to “stand op and be 
counted”. 

The Prime Minister said the 
crisis had shown that Britain was 
“strong with the United State., 
strong in Europe". And be 
made it clear Britain would 
bade America in an air strike on 
Iraq if it became necessary. 


Prime Minister pledges support for future military action as crisis cements ‘special relationship'. Colin Brown reports 


Hie warmth of the Prime 
Minister's praise for the lead 
taken by the United States 
when he briefed MPS bn the 
diplomatic deal signed by Sad- 
dam Hussein and Kofi Annan, 
the Secretary General of the 
UN, caused Labour MB who 
had opposed the war to shake 
their heads in disagreement 
Mr Blair was unequivocal in 
his backing for Mr Clinton, 
and he denied it would disrupt 


Britain’s relations with its Eu- 
ropean partners, in spite of 
their apparent reluctance to 
support air strikes. 

“I am proud of the fact that 

Britain has a good and strong 
relationship with the United 
States of America. Thank heav- 
ens that die Americans are 
there and willing to stand up 
and be counted when there are 
difficult situations that arise in 
the world,” Mr Blair said. 


He added: “I personally be- 
lieve its important that we have 
as American administration 
and an Americas people who 
are not isolationist but will to 
take on respoisibilities. 1 farther 
believe that the strength of our 
relationship is in no way an im- 
pediment to Europe acting in a 
more conceited way, so Britain 
is strong with the US, strong in 
Europe.” 

Stressing the threat of force 


had been essential to make 
Saddam back down, Mr Blah- 
told MPs if the Americans sup- 
ported a strike he would back 
them. “I am pleased to say we 
have had a united position. I am 
sure that would continue to be 
the case.” 

While avoiding triumphal- 
ism, Mr Blair said the UN 
would “do what we can” to as- 
sist the opposition forces in Iraq 
to undermine Saddam. He also 


told MPs concerned about the 
shortages of food and medical 
supplies in Iraq that the UN was 

iooking always in which wc can 

bypass the Iraqi regime and do 
more in that regard". 

In his statement, Mr Blair 
said: “While the agreement 
signed in Baghdad is welcome, 
it is not in itself enough.” Sad- 
dam remained “an evil, brutal 
dictator”, he said. “We will not 
tolerate arty repetition of the 


Iraqi behaviour which has led 
to this agreement We are not 
going topby more elabo^ 
diplomatic games that 
Saddam Hussein to “ 
inspections regime which has 
now been agreed." 

Wiliam Hague, the Tory 
leader, joined MPs on all sides 
in congratulating the Govern- 
ment on its firm stance. He told 
Mr Blair. “We have always 

made clear our undivided sup- 


The French 
Lionel J ofj*> 
yesterday endorsed agree 
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the French ps***?™ 1 ‘ a 
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What the UN and 
Baghdad agreed 

Key points in the agreement reached be- 
tween UN Secretary-Genera] Kofi Annan 
and Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz: 

■ The government of Iraq has made a 1 writ- 
ten commitment to provide “immediate, 
unrestricted and uncarKfitionaf” access for 
UN inspectors to all sites suspected of 
making weapons In Iraq. If fully imple- 
mented, this should allow I nternational in- 
spectors to find and destroy ail chemical, 
biological and nuclear weapons; find and 
destroy the missiles to deliver those 
weapons; and to institute a system for long- 
term monitoring to make sure Iraq does 
not build more. 

■ The agreement applies to all sites in Iraq, 
including eight disputed presidential 
palaces, which were among areas to 
which UN weapons inspectors previous- 
ly had been denied access. 

■ Senior diplomats will be appointed by 
the UN Secretary-General in consultation 
with the UN Special Commission for Iraq 
and the International Atomic Energy 
Agency tn accompany weapons experts in- 
specting the eight palace sites. No dead- 
line or limits on the number of visit to the 
sites are included in the agreement. 

■ The “special group” appointed by Mr An- 
nan will operate under the established pro- 
cedures of Unscom and IAEA as well as 
under “specific, detailed procedures which 
will be developed, given the special nature 
of the presidential sites, in accordance with 
relevant Security Council resolutions.*' 
There was no indication in die document 
what those as yet undeveloped procedures 
will entail, a potential trouble-spot. 

■ The UN reiterated the commitment of 
all member-states to respect Iraq's sov- 
ereignty and territorial integrity. 

■ While there were no time lines for lift- 
ing economic sanctions Imposed by the UN 
more than seven years ago, the agreement 
says that lifting them “is obviously of para- 
mount importance” to the Iraqi people and 
the Iraqi government 

■ The agreement notes the progress 
achieved by weapons Inspectors in various 
disarmament areas, and the need to In- 
tensify efforts in order to complete its man- 
date. The Security Council has said that 
once completed, sanctions could be lift- 
ed. Towards the goal of finishing die task, 
the document says the UN and Iraq agree 
to improve their co-operation and efficiency 



agreement responds m a 

factory way to the expectation 
SSe international communi- 
ty and will enjoy the suppo 

France” Mr Jospin said. 

Misery and hardship, 
the darker side 
of UN sanctions 

Children are dying as doctors find it impossible to 
buy drugs to cure them. By Robert Fisk in Baghdad 

Not long before Christinas last year, UN ber gloves during operatio^ J^ 
Assistant Secretary General Denis Halli- without air condmonwg or dan"** 

Without electrical pumps, water is tailing 


Caught in the middle: An Iraqi boy sitting between a soldier and a woman holding a portrait of Saddam Hussein at a 
demonstration of 300 people outside the United Nations headquarters in Baghdad yesterday Photograph; Reuters 


Air-strike force remains on alert 


By Raymond Whitaker 

in Ahmed aJ-Jaber airbase, Kuwait 

“f AM not going to let my folks change their 
commitment until Saddam Hussein com- 
plies with the written words of the agree- 
ment he has made," said Colonel Kevin 
Smith, commander of the US Air Force's 
49th Operations Group, which includes all 
the 12 Stealth fighters in Kuwait. “Ws can’t 
afford to relax our commitment The peo- 
ple here hope we don't have to maintain 
this military build-up indefinitely, but 
they're also realistic. He hasn’t followed 
through yet." 

Behind him crouched one of his 
Stealths. “This is a national treasure,” said 
Colonel Smith. “We won't sell it to anybody. 
This is the one we trust to go against the 
heaviest defences, last time h attacked all 
the important targets around Baghdad.” 
That was during the Gulf war in 1991, which 


drove President Saddam out of Kuwait but 
left him in power in Iraq, still hying to de- 
velop weapons of mass destruction and con- 
ceal them from United Nations inspectors. 

For the moment, following the agree- 
ment signed in Baghdad on Monday, it 
seems that force will not have to be used 
again. The military build-up in the Gulf is 
continuing* however extra American 
troops, now expected to number 10,000 
rather than the 6,000 previously announced, 
continue to arrive in Kuwait, and the de- 
stroyer HMS Nottingham, part of the Roy- 
al Navy contingent at sea, docked here 
yesterday to take part in celebrations of the 
seventh anniversary of the liberation of the 
country tomorrow. 

At Ahmed al-Jaber air base, the apron 
is crammed with US and Kuwaiti aircraft 
-Stealths, F-18 fighters with their distinc- 
tive V-Shaped tails, F-16 fighter-bombers 
and A- 10 “Warthog” tank-busters, which 


wrought havoc on Iraqi anndur in 1991. 
There is no room for any more, and equip- 
ment and supplies have to be unloaded on 
a taxiway. Lieutenant-Colonel Dick Ray- 
bum, 49, a Vietnam veteran, has been in 
Kuwait two weeks and has already been 
over Iraq five times in his F-16, enforcing 
the southern “no-fly” zone. “1 don't know 
how long well be doing this, but I expect 
it’ll be a while,” he said. 

Much the same comment comes at a 
more senior level when it is asked how long 
the augmented American and British 
forces will remain in the Gulf. “The im- 
portance of the military build-up doesn’t 
stop because of a news report," said a US 
mili tary spokesman. Off the record, how- 
ever, h is intimated that the commitment 
could remain dose to its present level for 
several months. Although Kuwait is pay- 
ing the running expenses of the forces on 
its soil, the extra cost to the US taxpayer 


is estimated at around $200m a mouth, and 
it will be important to maintain public sup- 
port at home as the immediate crisis fades. 

“The best way to use force is to show it 
without having to use it,” Kofi Annan said 
on his return to the UN yesterday, and 
Colonel Robert Awtrcy, the most senior 
USAF officer in Kuwait, was keen to do just 
that. “I want to show you the combat ca- 
pability wc have here,” he said. “While we 
axe happy a diplomatic solution may be in 
the works, obviously wc arc all concerned 
to make sure it's a long-term solution.” 

Back at the apron. Major Reid Christ o- 
pherson was showing off the destructive 
power of the A-10, which can fire 60 foot- 
long shells a second. “Eveiyone's very re- 
lieved that it’s being resolved diplomatically, 
because we’d rather be deployed as a 
peaceful deterrent than figbL Certainly, 
though, this gives the appearance of being 
a long-term commitment." 


/•fciy — fhe anH h»Ming I rishman who 

beads the UN’s ofi-for-food programme in 
Iraq — paid a visit to four small Iraqi chil- 
dren suffering from leukaemia in the Sad- 
dam Hussein City Hospital. 

“The doctors told me they couldn't get 
the drugs to treat them and I got involved 
with them,” Mr Halliday says in his 
cramped Baghdad office, the walls hang- 
ing with cheap Arab rugs. “With a World 
Health Organisation colleague, I managed 
to get the drugs they required -some from 
Jordan, one from northern Iraq, which 
means it was probably smuggled in from 
Turkey. Then I dropped in on Christmas 
Eve to see the children in their ward. TWo 
were already dead. You know, the doctors 
who look after these children are incredi- 
ble characters -you can imagine the effect 
on them of not having what they need to 
heal their patients.” 

Mr Halliday is palpably mm by his task 
of distributing food and medicine to 23 mil- 
lion Iraqis, all of whom are being punished 
and some of whom are being left to die in 
appalling hospital conditions because of 
Iraq’s refusal to submit to full UN arms in- 
spections. At the same time as he was seek- 
ing drugs for the leukaemia children. 
Halliday wrote an impassioned letter to UN 
Secretary-General Kofi Annan, complain- 
ing that what the UN was doing in Iraq was 
casing untold suffering to innocent people. 

“I mote that what we were doing was 
undermining the moral credibility of the 
UN,” he says. “I found myself in a moral 
dilemma. It seemed to me that what we 
were doing was in contradiction to the hu- 
man rights provision in the UN’s own char- 
ter.” It was Halliday's idea to permit Iraq 
to export more oil - to increase it from US 
$2bn every six months to S4bn. “I started 
selling the idea to the Russian, Chinese and 
French ambassadors here and they were 
quick to take it up and convey it to their 
capitals. The feet that this was accomplished 
makes my conscience a bit easier.” 

But Iraq, whose UN sales are strictly 
monitored - 30 per cent goes to compen- 
sate individuals, companies and countries 
which suffered from Saddam Hussein's 1990 
invasion of Kuwait - has not been allowed 
to use its oil income to repair or maintain 
the decrepit and war-damaged machinery 
in its oil fields. Allowed to export more nil 
- it might have been permitted to sell more 
than $5bn every six months - it is deprived 
of the means of doing so. When Mr Hall- 
iday accompanied Mr Annan to see the 
Iraqi Vice President Taha Yassin Ramadan 
at the weekend, Mr Ramadan complained 
bitterly that he had no spare parts to in- 
crease the oil flow. 

Now a commission of experts is to en- 
ter Iraq to see hew much it will cost to re- 
store Iraq’s pumping and refining facilities. 
But a far more terrible fate awaits the Iraqi 
people. With its electrical power stations 


in the pipes and sewage is being sucked into 
the vacuum. To restore full electrical cur- 
rent will cost a further minimum $6bn. 

“The government here used to en- 
courage the use of infant formula, and in- 
fant formula with contaminated water is a 
real killer ” Mr Halliday says. “In the south, 
water and sanitation have broken down. 
Some of the damage was done by Ameri- 
can bombing fin 1991 J, probably other dam- 
age during the Iran-Iraq war. The reason 
the Iraqis were slow to move on the oil-for- 
food programme fit was almost two years 
before Iraq agreed to the system] is because 
they see this as a national humiliation. 
They’re being given handouts, and it’s their 
own money.” 

Mr Halliday is a Dublin-born Quaker 
who worked in Kenya and Iran before join- 
ing foe UN’s bureaucracy in New York; and 
he is a man who has no great trust in flbe 
sanctions which he is helping to impose. "I 
think the international community has 
got to find some alternative to sanctions,” 


The government here used 
to encourage the use of 
infant formula, and infant 
formula with contaminated 
water is a killer’ 
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he says, “...we need to find a way of sep- 
arating the leadership from the people. One 
way is to stop arms sales. If rhere could re- 
ally be control on sales of arms, there could 
really be controls.” 

Most of the rejected Iraqi industrial re- 
quests aiv turned down by the UN because 
of possible dual purpose use. “The Iraqi di- 
rector genera] of railways was telling me 
the other day that he ordered some spare 
Paris for his diesel locos in 1988 and paid 
4 million French francs for them. Because 
of the sanctions, he hasn't got them yeti It’s 
a typical dual purpose problem - trains can 
be used to transport soldiers.” Area elec- 
tric power generators in Iraq are desper- 
ately in deed of turbine pans, each of which 
has to be custom-manufactured. The LIN 
has been delaying supplies. 

But Mr Halliday worries more about the 
long-term future of Iraqis, those who sur- 
vive the UN's punishing sanctions. “There 

me ? ?r d women ncrw in their 20s and 
-0s and 40s who have known little more 
than the Iran-Iraq war. the Gulf war and 
the sanctions. They see themselves as sur- 
rounded by unfriendly people, and a very 
America and Britain. They 
° [ ° UCh .-:- no access 
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Deal allows weapons inspectors to stay 
but only if they brush up their manners 


By David Usbome 

m New York 


AT THE heart of the agreement 
negotiated by KoG Annan, the 
UN Secretary General with 
the leadership in Iraq, is a carc- 
fuBy-wcighed and vital equation: 
Unscom, the Special Commis- 
sion established after the Gulf 
war in 1991 to root out biolog- 
ical, chemical and nuclear 
weapons of mass destruction in 
Iraq, will keep its job. But how 
it goes about its business will 
change. 

As far as Britain and the 
United States were concerned, 
the survival of Unscom was a 
sine qua non of any new 
arrangement struck with Sad- 
dam Hussein. Indeed, Sir John 


Weston, the British ambassador 
to the UN, said after yesterday’s 
consultations with Mr Annan 
that he would be advising Lon- 
don first and foremost that the 
work of Unscom would “remain 

at the centre of the process” of 
weapons inspection. 

Moreover, it looks as though 
the man in charge of Unscom 
since last summer, the former 
Australian ambassador to the 
UN. Richard Butler, will retain 
his post, at least for the time 
being. 

Iraq has made no secret of 
its disdain for Mr Butler, and 
there had been doubts even in 
the Security Council about the 
wisdom of allowing him to con- 
tinue his work. 

No one. however, expects 


Unscom to continue exactly as 
before. 

Most obviously, Mr Annan 

has agreed with Saddam that 
when it comes to inspecting th e 
eight presidential sites that 
were at the root of the latest cri- 
sis, the Unscom inspectors will 
no longer be allowed to do the 
snjffing alone. Instead, they 
will have to be accompanied by 
diplomats from member coun- 
tn *°f the Security Council. 

Members if this new sub- 
group of Unscom will be cho- 

Annan a™ 1 will be 
headed by a new commission- 

b^lhesT 11 aJs ° ^PP^med 
by the Secretary General. 

More subtle, however, is the 

para- 

graph two of the agreement; 
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Thanks to one man s vision, theatre has thrived in the Potteries and a community 
has found its voice. Jeffrey Wainwright bids farewell to a well-rounded talent 


4 




The evanescence of theatre means that 
memories can rarely be held up to scrutiny 
They are often sketchy, and hindsight 
might not grant them any great significance 
in theatrical history or even within their im- 
mediate context. Many of my first, and so 
most important, recollections date back to 
the early 1960s and to a temporary theatre- 
in-the-round in the Town Hall. Newcastie- 
under-Lyne. It was there that 1 saw the 
peLrifyingly sexy Dona Martyn as Strind- 
berg s Miss Julie, and some hilarious new 
comedies by “Roland Allen", who doubled 
as the company’s leading actor, one Alan 
Ayckbourn. 

In 1962 this magical little arena re-es- 
tablished itself in a converted cinema, the 
Victoria, across the border in Stoke-on- 
Ttent - a space that soared into immensi- 
ty one night as Ron Daniels and Fiona 
Walker “‘let time try” their love as Orlan- 
do and Rosalind. That, Peter Cheeseman 
recalls, was when actors could rarely sing 


No one in regional theatre comes close 
to Cheeseman in terms of long-term de- 
votion to a single theatre and to its place 
in Its own community. Having found his 
patch in the Potteries, he has stuck to three 
commitments: performances in the round; 
a strong repertoire of classics and new work; 
and dose identification with the history and 
present problems of North Staffordshire. 

The first of these meant that in 1986 the 
district gained Europe’s first purpose- 
built theatre-in-the-round, 605 seats with- 
in a handsome octagonal building. There 
were some, Cheeseman recalls, who had 
said, “You'll want a proper theatre now, 
Peter,'’ but he had the authority and ex- 
perience to insist on what turned out to be 
as fine a space as any in the country. 

Along with the standard of actors - they 
can all sing now - Cheeseman thinks that 
repertoire has been the area of greatest im- 
provement in regional theatre in his rime. 
He is unsentimental about the “drivel" of 
old-style weekly rep - 
“all thrillers and West 
End comedies". His first 
season, 1962-63, fea- 
tured five new plays, in- 
cluding work by 
Ayckbourn and Alan 
Plater, along with Beck- 
ett, Pinter, Anouilh and 
Bolt. Twenty years later 
the mix was much the 
same; new work from Pe- 
ter Tereon and Ken 
Campbell alongside 
Mother Courage, The 
Merchant of Venice and 
Pygmalion . 

Astounding^ up to 1986 
over 40 per cent of the 
“old" Vic’s shows were 
new work. 

But Cheeseman and 
his theatre are best 
known for the 11 docu- 
mentaries on local his- 
tory and local issues. 
Besides Rebels, the his- 



Opening nights crackled with the 
electricity of real antagonists 
watching themselves portrayed on 
stage - and watching one another 
across the auditorium 


properly, and so a young Ben Kingsley as 
Amiens was a prodigy. 

I remember too the anxiety on the face 
of Christopher Martin as a young pikeman 
awaiting the Royalist cavalry charge at 
*** Naseby in Staffordshire Rebels, the second 
of the “musical documentaries" that were 
to make the Vic’s reputation. Daniels, 
Kingsley, Robert Powell and Anton Vogel 
were also in the cast, but somehow I best 
remember Martin, whose connection with 
the Vic still continues today, singing out 
“The gentry are all round, stand up now, 
stand up now." 

The vision of that first theatre-in-the- 
round belonged to the late Stephen Joseph 
(after whom Ayckbourn was to name his 
Scarborough base), but when all immedi- 
ate hope of a purpose-built theatre disap- 
peared, it was Peter Cheeseman who, in 
1962, founded the Vic. He has been director 
there ever since and will have over 140 pro- 
'll ductions to his name when his valedictory 
production of The Ibmpest opens next 
month. 


torical ones have dealt with the pottery and 
mining industries in the area, Methodism, 
the Second World War. and the federation 
of the Six (not five) Towns. Most celebrated 
of all was The Knotty, with its famous sur- 
veyors’ pole-dance illustrating the branch- 
ing of the railway across North Staffs. 

In 1974, Fight for Shelton Bari, a con- 
tribution to the struggle to keep a local steel- 
works open, was the first on topical issues. 
The opening nights of The Dirty Hill (1990) 
- arguing both sides of a proposal for an 
open-cast site - and Nice Girls ( 1 993) - on 
the efforts of women to save Hem Heath 
collieiy -crackled with the special electricity 
of the real antagonists watching themselves 
portrayed on stage - and watching one an- 
other across the auditorium. 

Cheeseman has always seen these shows 
as “the most useful political job the theatre 
can do - to reflect the life of the district in 
such a way that we, its voters in a democ- 
racy, really believe that we are important 
and that important things happen here". 

In subject-matter the documentaries 


□ever much bothered to interest anyone be- 
yond Uttoxcter (though several were in hid 
invited abroad) but formally they ad- 
vanced enormously one of the major styles 
of post-war theatre. Cheeseman himself 
makes no great claim for this and honours 
a variety of inspirations, especially the 
American ‘living newspaper" theatre* Joan 
Lit tie wood's Oh, What a Lovely War, 
Charles Parker's magnificent radio ballads, 
the episodic and mixed-media style of 
BrechL, and, above all, the cinema. But this 
mix of narration, mime, song and impro- 
vised illusion, along with dramatic scenes, 
has now entered the bloodstream of con- 
temporaiy theatre. 

One aspect Cheeseman does claim as 
the Vic's own is the “puritanism" with which 
he rejected textual invention in favour of 
the “authenticity" of primary sources, es- 
pecially recorded speech. “Listen, listen," 
Charles Chilton told him, “to the richness 
of people’s speech". Many of the Vic's most 
moving effects have relied on the interpo- 
lation of the recorded voice of the real per- 
son we are watching portrayed on stage, so 
providing arresting evidence of the strange 
doubleness of theatrical illusion: its exis- 
tence in its own right and its respect for the 
outside world. 

Sadly, though, Cheeseman is leaving his 
post more troubled than fulfilled. The 
chronic underfunding of the arts may, he 
believes, mean the irrecoverable loss of as 
many as 10 regional theatres this year, “the 
most important cultural institutions in the 
country". Unable to compete on price, 
hopelessly outgunned in marketing, the 
theatre is losing the battle for young au- 
diences to the monoculture of the multi- 
plexes. Having seen at the beginning of his 
career the development of a student au- 
dience eager for the kind of repertoire he 
describes, fostered by teachers with the req- 
uisite resources and motivation, he now sees 
that same audience dwindling to the point 
where it is virtually impossible to risk new 
work. The understanding that theatre is part 
of “education, education, education", as 
well as the base of a whole industry whose 
continuity runs unbroken from Saturday- 
morning children’s workshops to Oscar 
nominations, is being lost. 

But Cheeseman continues to fight for 
the theatre at every level. The day I met 
him, in his role as chair of the National 
Council for Drama Training, he had just en- 
tertained officials from Baroness Black- 
stone’s department in an effort to convince 
the Government of the need for statutory 
grant support to ensure that talent, not abil- 
ity to pay, decides who goes to drama 
school. Asked what it lakes to do his job, 
he first cites a nearby address - bis is “230 
ptaces away" and you can imagine him slip- 
ping across at midnight to check the bar's 
stock of lemon slices; more seriously, he 
says it takes “love and thoroughness” - qual- 
ities for which I, like countless other reg- 
ular and occasional theatregoers from the 
Potteries, have had reason to be grateful 
over the past 36 years. 

‘ The Tempest ' opens at the New Vic. North 
Staffs, 4 March: 01782 717962 



Time, gentlemen, please 


Taylor raises 
ss to the rare 
anrty of Conor 
Terson's 
oom vision, 
Weir’ 

y home from the Royal 
mam-stage transfer of 
McPherson’s superb 7 he 
witched on the television 
ver David Mamet laying 
le law about drama on 
*face. People only talk he 
d, because they want 
ing from someone. Well, 
y be the case with the 
a tiles in his own brilliant, 

ted world. But McPher- 

ay - mediating, with a 
is supple warmth, 
umourand tragedy, the 
|y small -minded and the 
large-spirited— is a rich 
itration that Mamet’s 
is a partial truth only, 
ewouldbeawayofsum- 

\ The Mir that made it 

re the kind of male com- 



petition Mamet understands so 
well. The virtually men-onlv do- 
main of a bleak Sligo pub - 

where the feet that the ladies' loo 

is bust is of little inconvenience 
to a clientele of ageing bachelors 
- is awoken from its sad, amiable 
torpor one dark windy right by 
the arrival of an attractive young 
Dublin woman, Vhlerie (excel- 
lent Julia Ford). She has just 
frCTTahr a house nearby from Ffat- 
bar (Des McAleer), amiddle- 

_ . ■ . _i£ — - J rtf 


district, who wants to show her 
the local colour and (though 
there’s no relationship and he’s 
married) to show her off. 

A bald resume would indi- 
cate that Finbar and the regu- 
lars strive to impress \rierie 
with mountingjy disturbing (and 
self-revealing) ghost yarns and 
that she, in a sense, turns the 
tables on them with a story of 
deeply ^stressing personal loss, 
made all the more unbearable 
by ( imagin ed?) spirit CODtacL 


Photograph; 

Geraint 

Lewis 


But what makes The Mir a tri- 
umph for its 26-year-old author 
- and for Ian Rickson, who di- 
rects with such atmospheric in- 
timacy and humane tael - are 
the things that stop one from 
making systematic judgements. 

It’s true that there is a 
needling tension between 
McAleer’s swanking hotelier 
(the insecurity of whose ego is 
hinted at in his ghost story) and 
Jim Norton's consummately act- 
ed Jack, a sDver-baircd bachelor 
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‘Love and thoroughness’: that's Peter Cheeseman’s recipe for theatrical success. Inset left: Cheeseman with a miner 
and cast member after recording underground for ‘Miner, Dig the CoaP. Above right: Cheeseman directing the 1965 
‘Staffordshire Rebels’ (above left), featuring Ben Kingsley (second from left) Main photograph: Denis Thorpe 


garage-owner and droll card 
who resents being condescend- 
ed to as a curiosity for tourists. 
But a generous, disguised-as-an- 
insuit joke on his part is able to 
defuse the situation so no one 
loses face. McPherson is not out 
to score points or to diminish 
anybody. With their stunted 
horizons, the men arc indeed 
sad, but when Brcndon Coyle's 
taciturn barman pours unfamil- 
iar white wine for Yhleric into a 
half-pint glass and Iiolds it to the 
light as if waiting for it to form 
a head, it’s the courtly consid- 
eration of the gesture as well as 
its naivety that hits you. 

And Mamet’s limited theory 
is beautifully belied by the final 
phrase in which Jack tells 
Vhlerie how, as a young man, he 
threw away his one chance of 
love. Oh. sure, since he’s lone- 
ly and now a bit drunk, it does 
give him the chance to clutch 
her hand, but it's not just of him-, 
self he is thinking when, at 
some cost, he heaves this story 
out and Vhlerie, estranged from 
her husband in a remote new 
territory, knows that too. 

To 28 March, Royal Court, St 
Martin's Lane, London B'CJ 
(0171-5655000) 
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New wonder bit Powers through almost any material 

TECTRON™ 

DRILL 

with space age 

RTTSI f^r 1 eohsA m * fnm 

these drill bits win 
y make shun work of concrete, 
granite, all steels, brick, 
r ceramics, and plastics. The secret is in 
the extreme heat tolerance and diamond like 
hardness. Extensively used in industry you should 
„ never need Lo replace these remarkable drill bits. We 
have made available the 5 most essential used sizes these 
in*. 4, 5, 6, 8 and 16mm. This amazing set comes complete 
in its own tough case and will give yoa years of excellent service. 



£ 12.99 

inc P&P 


HOW TO ORDER 

SOI 702 332922 

using your Credit Card or send 
completed coupon with crossed cheque 
or postal orders to: 

THE INUEPENDENT TECTRON™ DRILL 
BITS OFFER 
32S London Road 
YYcstdOT on Sea 
Essex SS07BX. 

Offer available UK mainland only. Please 
aDow 28 dayc l<y detwry from rattspl 
a outer. You may return your ortwvwMn 
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mis does roteflea your statutory limits, 



Ptease send to me Toctron™ Dril BH Safe 4* £12.99 each 

The total value being: , 
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NEWSPAPER PUBLISHING IND202 
Or pteaae deb* my ACCESS VISA Card account with the sum of: £ 
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rot years every other magazine has been portraying 

"superwaif" models like this as the Weal. 

And impressionable young girls often feel pressure 
to conform. Which frequently leads them to skip important 
meals like breakfast. And we all know that is hardly the 
best way to start the day. What you may not know (and 
most girls certainly dont) is that it has been shown that 
people who have a good cereal breakfast like Kellogg* 
tend to maintain a healthier body weight than people 

who skip breakfast altogether. 

This is helped by the body being satisfied early in 
the day. So there* less likelihood of snacking later on. Also, 
the body bums off the energy it gets from carbohydrate- 
rich foods like Kellogg* cereals much more readily than the 
energy it gets from fatly foods. 

of course, we can't claim to solve complex problems, 
but we think these arguments could help persuade girls to 
take better care of themselves. And even if they think 
they're just doing something to stay nice and slim, you 
know they're getting a good nutritious foundation for the 
day ahead. With the additional benefit of at i/ 4 Qf 6 

essential B vitamins and V« of the iron recommended daily. 
For more information call 
Kellogg* on 0800 626 066. 
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Photographs: Ben Etwes and Sheridan Morley 




'• t * . r ■ “ 

‘i.* • 

v “ ; 


i&* n#v 32 graying 

^ *ce' assure 

*h :r*rr. s* 5 ;rp3rant 

# «-« sra: i» «rtiy *« 
-J* ^i^ aW(and 
st * w Hr. 1,131 


r ,1 S'- tnan WOP* 




„ .^sresS « 3 ^ ,|n 

4y 0*-*b > 3 "* 

.. k i3ier o n - ^ s0 '‘ 
| p 4 v*J**“^ * 

m ^-tro^y drace ' 

-eadtly *»*■" th * 


probK 1 "*' 






***« 


if 


tfiin* 4 


slim. I* 




Of 


!, i Of 6 

,d da' 1 * 


^ - M3 




<5 H« a! 


London 

cjdmes 
of age 

Lurid leather, time travel and the trouser 
boot - its adult, feisty, and very, very Brit. 
Tamsin Blanchard calls it Adult Frock 


■-■.■/■via 








YOU'VE heard of Adult On- 
enpd Rock. Well now, fresh 
from London Fashion Week 
ti comes AOF: Adult Oriented 
FpcL The British Fashion brat 
pick are coming of age - and 
si are their clothes. 

I London is all about cele- 
feratmg individuality and dif- 
prence rather than chasing the 
pane hem length or trouser 
lhape. The designers are doing 
(heir own thin g; five years after 
Marks & Spencer sponsored the 
, oist New Generation designers 
n March 93 - including Abe 
Hamilton, Alexander Mc- 
Queen, Copperwheat Blundell, 
Paul Frith and Sonnentag Mul- 
ligan - many of those names 
have now become established in 
their own rights and have had 
time to solidify their business- 
es and fed confident enough to 
know who they are, what their 
' 1 ignatures are, and where they 
re going. 

Alexander McQueen shows 
is collection tonight. The sto- 
/ of his career so far needs lit- 
e explanation. -Bui there are 
lany other success stories too. 
'opperwheat Blundell showed 
s strongest collection to date 
iis week. It received the finest 
Dcolade a collection can have, 
ad was declared “absolutely 
xrt on for next season". There 
■as lots of sheepskin - the 
ibric for winter 98 as seen at 
terardi, Gaster and Betty Jack- 
on (below) - and there was a 
sew invention, the trouser boot, 

. knee length leather boot with 
ts very own trouser leg to cov- 
:r it. Paul Frith's business has 
>een growing steadily too, with 
* i little help from Bhs which 
sponsors his shows and has had 
a hit on its hands with the cap- 
sule collection he designs for it 
Tracy Mulligan, formerly of 
Sonnentag Mulligan, presented 
her first solo collection and it 
was a winner with both press 
and buyers, cool elegant and 
chic, words not often associat- 
ed with British fashion. 

Antonio Berardi, Clements 
Ribeiro, Pearce Fionda, Sonja 
I Nuttali and Julien Macdonald 
j have all also graduated from the 
{ M&S sponsorship scheme. And 
. they all came into their own this 
to week, focusing on wfaaL they do 
I best From Antonio Berardi we 
; had killer leather. From the 
New York Hbtt Side Story - style 
set with pedestrian crossing 
lights flashing “Walk. Don’t 
Walk". And walk they did, 
from Michelle Hicks’ first 
march into the audience wear- 
ing a leather biker outfit in or- 
ange, bubble gum pink and 
white leather, ingenious- 
ly intercut as only Berar 
di knows how. The 
collection for winter was 

a new step forward for 

: . the 28-year-old. It 
is feisty, sexy and 
high-voltage as al 
ways. But it is 
j, also resolutely 
! modern. Best 
of all was a pair 
of 

stonewashed 
denim jeans 
inset down the 
side seams 
with a strip of 
pink Swarovski 
crystals. Casual, sexy 
effortless - and all a 



girl needs to make her mark. 
Likewise, Suzanne Gements /s 
and Inacio Ribeiro built on A*?' 
their signature: an eccentric Jr/ - 
mix of sophisticated de- fifr/ 
sign and naive surface de- JSfc' - 
tail. The theme of the §£/ ' 
collection is Orlando - a ' 

bit of time- travelling \ . 
took us back to the 
16th century. Eliza- rajafe*.' 
bethan jackets with 
sleeve seams slit to fc 
reveal puff of white £; 
cotton shirt under- K .. 
neatb. Tbere was se- Jt 
vere tailoring, and ' 
opulent one-shoul- w 
dered drapes of tartan, t - 
emboidered and ap- V - 
pliqued coats, and the \4- - 
cashmere knitwear with- 
out which it simply would \ . • . . 

not be Gements Ribeiro. L . 
This time, they came in f - ■ 
sumptuous solid colour y .. . , 
blocks of orange, scarlet •. 
and pink. Muscling in for ■ -t 
space amid the cashmere, : * j 
tartan, tailored sheepskin Li: 
(again) and lace was a good li' 
smattering of folk embroidery 
and gyspy trim. It is just this t; 
style of eclectic design and jL- 
bravnra that overseas buyers 
have come to expect from **• 
London. 

aementsRibeiro's freedom ' 
to be creative has been assured 
by its deal with Dorothy Perkins 
for whom it designs a high ’ 
street capsule each season. So 'k 
too, Pearce Fionda has found a 
more mainstream market with ~ 
help from Debe iihams, leaving s 
it free to do what it wants to with 
its own collection. It focused on 
byzantine eveningwear with ex- ^ 
otic mixes of fabrics and textures S> 
- rich brocade, shiny satin, silk $ 
jacquards - adult and exotic. $ 

Sonja Nutrall has also come t 
of age. She has just signed a \ 
backing deal with a British L 
manufacturing company, al- 
lowing her to concentrate cm de- 
sign. Her signatures shouting 
loud and clear are her mascu- 
line tailoring, and her luxurious 
understatement- She also threw 
in a few lines of crystal sequins, 
some sparkiy knitwear and glit- 
tery bobble hats, and some 
tropical hibiscus prints to light- 
en up the mix. 

British fashion is a case of 
quality, not quantity. You do not 
have to present a 60-piece col- 
lection to get noticed. Last sea- 
son, It took Matthew Williamson 
just 11 outfits and this time 
there weren't many more. A fire- 
work beaded cocktail dress, a 
snowflake embroidered coat, 
and a baby blue cashmere 
jumper worn with a 
fuchsia pink beaded 

skirt is aD you need to get 

the world’s most influ- 
ential stores interest- 
ed. Williamson’s 
philosophy has been 
to keep it small 
and select, the an- 
tithesis of the big 
corporate de- 
m * signers who are 
T - interested in 
v : quantity first 
I- •. and foremost- 
just like the 
rest of the 
British fashion 
industry, really, 
small but perfectly 
formed. 
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OUT Of THE CLOSET Bella Freu d 


This week Holly 
Davies delves into 
Bella Freud's 
cupboard to divulge 
the fashion designer's 
dressing secret 


“IT WOULD have to be 
shoes - I couldn’t five with- 
out any of them. My 
favourite pair at the moment 
are my Stephan Kelian wood- 
en platform clogs which I 
bought about three years 
ago. I love them because 
they’re really comfortable 


and make me look much 
taller. They seem to give 
everything I wear with them 
a certain kick. They are a sort 
of mousey brown and can 
change the mood of any out- 
fit. You can wear casual bag- 
gy checked trousers with 
them and they somehow 


manage to chic it up and 
make the most masculine of 
outfits look feminine. This 
winter I could hardly bear to 
take them off, but because it 
was so cold I had to wear 
socks. I had to walk every- 
where really slowly because 
my feet kept slipping." 


The Independent 


fashion 




Spring 98 special 

Art and fashion are having a 
fling. Our 48 -pago fashion 
special gets you up to date 
with the latest from both 
worlds. Sarah Moon 
photographs this spring's 
newest looks in the spirit of 
the season's muse, Frida 
Kahlo. Go behind the scenes 
with Vivienne Westwood as 
she explains the inspiration 
behind her now advertising 
campaign. And see exclusive 
pic lures by Richard 
Billing ha 1 1 1. -a ; I - Royal 

Ai ad. my S, n-. .lime --how 



if 



Froe with Tito Independent 

Saturday 2 8 February 


Copperwheat Blundell 
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Where’s the good life* 


,500 people a week flee cities for the country, and the Government is worried by the exodus. But as 'Independent' writers explain, home is a state 


of mind - not just a P^ ac 




Fast lane: Church St, Stoke Newington 


The city: ‘It wasn’t love at first 
sight, but now I couldn’t leave’ 


NO ONE pointed out the bus 
stop when I rented my flat I 
first noticed it as I emerged 
naked from the bathroom and 
spotted passengers on the top 
deck peering in. A shock for all 
concerned, but I soon felt more 
sorry for weary commuters, 
passing me as I enjoyed my first 
drink of the evening. I was more 
worried about the conse- 
quences of living next door to 
an Indian restaurant I couldn't 
have predicted that the most 
soothing and soporific sound 
last thing at night is of other 
people washing up dishes. 

It took me a while to ap- 
preciate living in the heart of 
London. It was hardly love at 
first sighL At first, I ached to see 
greenery breaking through the 
overwhelming greyness. After 
a childhood Hied with summers 
beside the sea, I almost didn’t 
dare imagine going months 
without seeing the shoreline - 
when I fust arrived aged 22, 1 
actually walked to The Strand, 
one of London's busiest streets, 
in the hope of finding some ves- 
tige of ocean. I was demoralised 
to spot not even a seagull. 

London seemed a vast, 
alienating place in which I had 
lost my bearings. A place of 
work, not of leisure or pleasure. 

Yet, today, I love it I'm at 
home and wonder how - 1 could 
ever leave. What changed about 
London for me was the discov- 
ery that I really live in a village. 
Except my village isn't struggling 
to keep its post office, having 
long ago lost its butcher and 
baker. I need walk no more than 
10 minutes from my front door 
in Stoke Newington to find al- 
most everything necessary for 
life. You can fall out of bed and 
into any number of cafes for 



JACK 

O'SULLIVAN 


breakfasts that go on all day. 
There's a deli for lunch, more 
than a dozen restaurants in 
one street for dinner. 

Those with lime on their 
hands can find endless sec- 
ond-hand book shops for 
browsing, a jazz dub for carous- 
ing, a flamenco club for danc- 
ing. There are shops that will 
fix your television, cut your 
hair, mend your clothes, repair 
your washing machine, massage 
your body. There is a video 
store for the mainstream, an- 
other for the esoteric. A bou- 
tique for thin sophisticates, a 
singing pub for boozers, smooth 
bars for trendies. 

There is the best of com- 
munity - you never walk down 
Stoke Newington Church 
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Street without bumping into 
friends. But windows don't 
squint at every coming and go- 
ing like they do in the country. 
You can wallow in the anonymi- 
ty and liberalism of the city. Les- 
bians raise their children here, 
Irving out the legacy of great 
noa-conformists, such as 
Daniel Defoe, who lived here 
and are buried in the huge, 
spooky graveyard full of mau- 
soleums and gay men picking 
each other up. 

There is a sense of history 
about city life, its ancient build- 
ings and roads, without the 
predousness of thatched Tudor 
cottages. Daniel Defoe's only 
memorial is the slightly dilap- 
idated Defoe Cabs, whose 
Ethiopian drivers probably miss 
the significance of the name. 
The constant influx of such 
newcomers provides a diversi- 
ty and vibrancy which makes Ibe 
all-white villages of Britain 
dreary in their monotony, al- 
most scary in their uniformity. 

You probably think it*s a ter- 
rible place to raise children - 
imagine the drug problems, the 
discarded syringes. Well yes, 
they do find a few in the play- 
ground in the mornings. And, 
yes, you do have to avoid dog 
dirt on the pavement But this 
place is overrun with young chil- 
dren, so we have a wonderful 
state-of-the-art playground, 
with lots of swings, roundabouts 
and climbing frames, built over 
an all-weather, safe surface. 
Ask children whether they 
would prefer to play in a mud- 
dy field; you wffl find a city lover. 

Of course, I still miss the sea. 
There's not much I can do 
about that We've covered the 
garden with pebbles. But there 
are still no seagulls. 


Your last chance to write 
the story of the year for 
six to nine year olds 


THE INDEPENDENT 
Story of the Year 6 


Win £2.000 and have your story published 


CHILDREN of between six 
and nine are the hardest age 
group to wrile for. Many arc 
still struggling with the me- 
chanics of reading. Vtetch their 
finger stop halfway’ across the 
line. Hear their hesitant 
‘'sound-it-outs". So keep it 
simple. Start at the beginning 
and move cm without any flash- 
backs or projections. Arty sub- 
tleties in the time scheme are 
far more likely to confuse than 
beguile them. 

It's a difficult age to please, 
too, because of the wide and 
unpredictable range of knowl- 
edge and sophistication. I think 
it helps to use the journalist’s 
dictum: -Never overestimate 
the reader's knowledge, and 
never underestimate his or 


her intelligence.** You can usu- 
ally weave the information 
they need into the story with- 
out patronising ail (hose who 
know it already and think 
everyone else docs. 

The business of shifting 
levels of sophistication is a lot 
more difficult There’s such a 
fine line between cashing in on 
a child's acceptance of the un- 
likely or the magicaL and of- 
fering them something they 
think is “silly”. It’s hard to get 
it right But whereas you might 
get away with a horee m the 
garage, for example, you're 
likely lo stretch credibility too 
far if you try to suggest that 
Mum filled up the drier with- 
out even noticing it. 

If it’s real keep it real. 




Photograph; Nicola Kurtz Slow lane: Church St, Hadlow 


Photograph: John Lawrence 



The country: ‘It isn’t as lovely as 
you think - that’s why I like it’ 




MEANWHILE, IN 
CARDBOARD CITY 


DOWN in Cardboard City the last defiant flew remain. 
There are none of the elaborate temporary structures 
that once defined the Bullring near Waterloo, only a 
handftiJ of people huddled round a fire. More than 200 
people once made the concrete underpass their home; 
now it is down to less than 30. 

On Monday, Lambeth Council won an eviction order; 
enabling it to dear the remaining people living in the 
Ballring roundabout, to make way for a cinema. 

Yesterday those left were defending their home 
amongst the concrete pillars in the dark underpass. Sit- 
ting round a brazier they were suspicious and aggres- 
sive seeing intruders as a threat to their way of life. 
"This is our home. Yon just want to treat ns like ani- 
mals in a zoo," shouted one. 

While the life of those sleeping rough is unacceptable 
to most of us, those who live in Cardboard City feel 
there is a real sense of community. "People know each 
other, they have been living together for a long time and 
it's probably the first time that many of them have had 
what they feel is a ramify'’ says Raekha Prasad of the 
Big Issue, who befriended some of the residents. “They 
have named It home." 

"People are there from all walks of life, for a whole 
range of reasons." says Moyra Peralta, a photographer 
who has been documenting street life since the 1970s 
and has spent four months in the Bullring, She says 
that Cardboard City Is unique to Britain. “Tbe remain- 
ing few who are down there ore not happy about being 
rehoused. They are afraid they are going to lose their 
bond and their networks. They are feeling terribly up- 
set. They think their whole way of life is going". 

Those working to rehouse the homeless say they are 
hying to do so as sensitively as possible. But those 
about to be removed remain snspicious. Ms Prasad 
says; -One guy I spoke to had been there for 15 years 
said to me '2 know it stinks, 1 know it's shitty, it may 
seem like hell to you bat we’ve chosen if." 

— Glenda Cooper 


WHEN I tell people in London 
that I live in a village in tbe mid- 
dle of rolling countryside, they 
get misty-eyed. “Oh how love - 
At” they exclaim. At this point, 
I can feel myself getting tense. 
I know they are thinking fresh 
air, long walks, log fires and ros- 
es round the door. Perhaps 
this comes from reading too 
much Miss Marple or Enid 
Blyton. Anyway, it bugs me be- 
cause life in the country isn't 
like that at all. Usually I can’t 
help but mention this. “Actually 
it’s not all that lovely, and 
that’s why I like it," I say, with 
my sweetest smile. 

This usually stops the con- 
versation dead, which is fine 
with me. After 12 years in the 
Kent village of Hadlow, the 
country isn’t so much a desti- 
nation as a home and that 
makes it a much more compli- 
cated place. Take tbe old and 
picturesque farmhouse that we 
lived in for years. It was sur- 
rounded by apple orchards and 
horse pastures and, I suppose, 
it could be called lovely. The 
blossom was gorgeous, certain- 
ly, and tbe pesticides were not 
too bad either. You don’t get 
one without the other, the 
farmer said, and really doesn’t 
everyone have to watch the 
way the wind blows? As for the 
pasture, the land had once been 
a dump and there had been a 
little problem with methane. 

None of this seemed to affect 
the rodents, of which there were 
many. You get close to nature 
when you live in a house with- 
out a foundation, and 1 had got 
used to the odd plant pushing 
its way up into the house. Bui 
weeding your front room is one 
thing, discovering you are living 
in a set for I Void in the Willows 
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another. One day, as I was tap- 
ping away at my computer, I 
looked down and saw Mole 
looking up. He was small but ter- 
rifying. Ratty was not so scary 
but only because he was usual- 
ly dead and deposited by the cat 
at the back door. The mice 
were everywhere. One Christ- 
mas i sat and watched them race 
lo see which could eat the 
chocolate tree ornaments first. 

Wild animals, dead and 
alive, arc pan of life. It's cute 
having hedgehogs galore, but 
not so fab when one keels over 
dead in the garage. In the same 
way, 1 loved having a Rayburn, 
but there is nothing romantic 
about keeping it stoked up 
with coal. The view from the 
kitchen window was stress-free 


^HADLOW 

’lease drive carefully 
through the village 


(pasture, rolling hills etc) but if 
I'd looked the other way I’d 
have seen a road filled with ar- 
ticulated lorries. 

None of this is meant to be i 
negative. It’s just the way it is. 
Tbe real reason I like living in 
the country has Little do with 
such things. I like it because it 
is absolutely silent at night and 
you can see the stars (and not j 
the street lamps) when you | 
look up. It feels safer, and the , 
countryside is just a short walk 
through the council estate. 

Rsopleare always saying that 
living in the country is good for 
children, but what they really 
mean is that it is good for par- 
ents. I may spend lots of time 
commuting each day but I spend 
very little wunying about the 
kick. They walk to school and 
play round the neighbourhood 
until nightfolL The village school 
seems fine (though I'm told by 
others that Lbe one in the next 
village is much better). 

People live where they feel 
comfortable with the pace, and 
real time, for me, is in the coun- 
try. City-dwellers always seem 
to be going somewhere as 
quickly as possible. They are 
used to shops and cafes and 
pubs being open all the time. 
They are used to crowds and 
queues. Everything is possible, 
nothing denied Until, that is, 
they come and visit me. “1 
know, let’s go have a coffee," 1 
they suggest on a Sunday af- 
ternoon. I say there is only one 
decent cate within a 10 mile ra- 
dius and it is shut all day long. 
How about a country pub 
then?" they suggest. I say that 
the pubs round here open al 
7pm on a Sunday. My friends 
look aghast. Perhaps, they say, 
U’s lime Urey were getting back! 
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The Independent/ Scholastic Story of the Year Competition, now In its sixth 
successful year, aims to encourage top writing for die very difficult to please six to nine year 
old age group. To help you meet the challenge, some of our most successful novelists and 
scriptwriters have explained how they set about writing compelling narrative. In this, the final 
week of the competition, Anne Fine, whose award-winning children’s novels include Madam 
Doubtfire and GoggleEyes talks to Nicole Veash about the pitfalls of writing for young readers. 
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rules 


Granny is more likely to be 
found queuing for her turn on 
the flumes than in her armchair 
knitting. These days, huge 
numbers of grannies still work, 
and the rest have busy lives. So 
don’t send this fictional child 
of yours off io Gran for the 
summer, especially not unac- 
companied on a train (since 
she’d end up m care, not at 
Margate). Cooks wiping their 
floury bands on aprons, little 
girls on freshly scrubbed 
doorsteps blowing bubbles 
through daypipes-aBihissuff 
is bade from when television 
sets still had to warm up, and 
means nothing to today's child 
Remember that attitudes have 
changed as wclL Someone sent 
me a book that began, “A 


mouse ran across the school- 
room floor. All the little girls 
screamed and jumped on their 
chairs, and all the boys roared 
and chased it." She couldn't 
think why the children’s pub- 
lishers (98 per ccm women) 
weren’t keen, and she proba- 
bly didn’t realise our readers 
take against this sort of thing 
even more quickly than wc do. 

So whal do children like? 
Well, they love to identify with 
someone or something in the 
story. It doesn’t matter what. 
It could be another child, or a 
puppy', or even a lost umbrel- 
la. But they do have to cure. So 
tell us. all the way through just 
what your character is think- 
ing or feeling. 

Above all remember that 


children's hooks really matter. 
It's William and Jennings and 
the Famous Five who make us 
readers for ever. And I still miss 
those glorious miserable wet 
days my daughters and I spent 
in the double bed, spreading 
crumbs and reading, reading, 
reading. First, me lo them. 
Then, than lo me. And. when 
the youngest was skilled 
enough, quietly in a row, with 
the occasional “Mum. what’s 
this word?" Next time the urge 
to shop strikes, go to the library 
instead. Then back to bed. 
You'll end up better off. and 
happier. Believe me. m» will they. 


Anne Fine’s latest adult novel 
‘Telling Liddy'. is published by 
Bantam, £15.09. 



Anne Fine: ‘Keep it real* 
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ELISABETH MURRAY was 
the eldest granddaughier of Sir 
James Murray, founding editor 
of the Oxford English Dictionary 
her life of whom. Caught in the 
Webof Words ( 1977), became a 
best-seUer among biographies. 

/,n3 ettyS " father - Harold 
(1868-1955), was James’s eldest 
son. As an inspector of schools 
he published valuable papere on 
educational theoiy and brought 
about recognition that Jefi- 
handedness is a natural condi- 
tion. Meanwhile he learnt 
Persian, Arabic and Turkish, 
copying manuscripts by hand in 
research for his 900-page His - 
lory of Chess (1913), followed 
later by his History - of Board 
Games other than Chess ( 1 952). 
In retirement he became active 
in parish and district councils, 
giving his children an example 
of responsible service. 

His eldest son, Donald, was 
a regular army officer and fell 
g in the hopeless defence of Hong 
Kong in 1941. Betty was to bear 
much responsibility for bringing 
up his two children. Harold’s 
second son, Kenneth, trained in 
art and thereafter spent most of 
his life in Nigeria, fostering 
traditional arts by teaching, 
fighting the export or smu gg ling 
of treasures and, as Surveyor 
of Antiques, building up a 
national museum. 

Betty, Harold’s third child, 
was truly a chip off the same 
block. Educated in three 
schools because of her father's 
moves as regional inspector, she 
went to Somerville College, 
Oxford, graduating in History 
in 1931 and gaining a BLitl in 
1 933; her thesis was published 
as The Constitutional History of 
%he Cinque Forts in 1935. 

In 1933 she won a student- 
ship at the British School of Ar- 
chaeology in Jerusalem and took 
part in excavation in Samaria. 

. . Next she spent two years ( 1935- 
" 37) on the staff of a women’s 

hall of residence in Manchester 
University before returning to 
Somerville as a research fellow. 
But her gifts for administration 
aud care of students had been 



Murray, childlikeness 


Roger Lazar 

ROGER LAZAR was loo self- 
‘ effacing a character ever to 
project himself into the upper 

- reaches of BBC News, writes 
; Charles Wheeler [further to 

«0tie obituary by Leonard Miall, 
• ^7 February]. The contributors 

- to From Our Own Correspondent 


noticed, and in 1 938 she was in- 
vited to Girton College, Cam- 
bridge, where her aunt Hilda 
(Sir James’s fifth child) had 
been a lecturer in languages and 
literature and, since 1924, Vice- 
Mistress, retiring in 3936. At 
Girton, Betty served for 10 years, 
mainly in administrative func- 
tions, but she also found time 
for research, publishing anoth- 
er work on Gnque Ports history, 
the Kent Record Society Regis- 
ter of Daniel Rough, in 1945. 

In 1948 came an offer which 
seemed made for hen to be 
Principal of Bishop Otter Col- 
lege, Chichester. Her father 
had retired in West Sussex, and 
here Betty Murray (who never 
married) made her home and 
began to deepen her love for 
that county. Her home was in 
the village where that great 
fighter against the Com Laws, 
Richard Cobden, was bom and 
worshipped in the parish church. 

Chichester was the other 
pole of her life. Bishop Otter 
was a small Anglican teacher- 
training college with 200 women 
students, as enclosed as an old- 
fashioned boarding school. 
During the years of Betty Mur- 
ray’s principalsbip, 1948-70. it 
expanded and developed in 
every possible way, both in build- 
ings and in co-educational range, 
tin it had 700 students and a ma- 
jor place in tertiary education 
in the region. She inspired an 
ever-growing staff with the need 
to show and encourage imagi- 
nation, fostering this by (among 
other means) an amazingly suc- 
cessful policy of acquiring works 
by 20th-centuiy British artists of 
the first rank. 

Similarly, as a local council- 
lor. she brought about the 
restoration of Pallanl House in 
the town and its opening as an 
art gallery, while her achieve- 
ments for archaeology were 
manifold, both in Chichester it- 
self and by her presidency of the 
Sussex Archaeological Society; 
she helped to organise excava- 
tions at Bignor and, most im- 
portantly of all, Fishboume 
Palace. She also served on the 
Sussex Historic Churches Trust 
and was active in the Society of 
Sussex Downsmen. 

Conservation of all things of 
beauty, natural or works of 
human hands, was supremely 
important to her, likewise main- 
taining ancient common-law 
rights of way for ramblers which 
are so much threatened today. 
Politically an Independent, she 
was a great fighter for these 
causes on all councils and com- 
mittees on which she served. 

Her old farmhouse nestled 
right under the Downs and 
well into old age she could 


over the 13 years he ran it will 
remember him as one of the 
most successful programme ed- 
itors of his generation -on a par 
with men like Laurence Gilliam 
and Andrew Boyle. 

None of us ever said no to 
a request for a piece from 
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DEATHS 

IUKHERJEE: With deep sorrow, we 
announce the sudden deain m 
Bahrain of Dr Snbha MnMinnee 
PhD ACA, The funeral wul be held 
on 28 Ftfaruary 1998. For further de- 
tails, please contact Frank Davev a 


utus, pics« tuwiov* * -*,1. r 

Co (Funeral Directors), 31 High 
Street, HurstpierpoinU WestSnsses 
BN6 9TC Telephone 01273 S32179. 
May his soul rest, in peace. 

ATn Sir James, born 13 Juoe 1912. 
Died peacefully at home on 18 Feb- 
ruary 1998. Fbneral to take place at 

the Uniied Reformed Qurrcn, Quad- 
rant Road, Richmond, Surrey, at 
lpm, Saturday 28 February JSSs, 
Followed by committal at Mortlake 
Crematorium, Tbwnmeao Road, 
Mortlake, at 230pm. Donations to 
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itreet, Ifeddingum TW 
elephane 0181-977 953- 
OOLLEY: Phillip Hanbrny. Engr 
ishman and European, “Hacheraf 
English”, died 19 February. aged 85- 
Nearest husband of Marianne, Dad 
f Jennifer 3rd Michael, friend to 
v. Richard Holland - 0145S 


BtKTHS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS, 
■phone 0171-293 2M1. 
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Changing of Che Guard 


Birthdays 

Mr Tbm Courtenay, actor, 61; Lord 
CrickhciweU. former chairman. Na- 
tional Rivers Authority, t>4; Sir 
Antony Duff, former Deputy Secre- 
tary, Cabinet Office, 78; Lord Gill 
a Senator of the CoDege of Justice 
in Scotland, 56: Sir Alexander 
Gordon, architect, 81; Mr George 
Harrison, musician, 55; Mr Edward 
Kellelt-Bowman. MEP, 67; Mr Tbny 
Lloyd MP, Minister of State, Foreign 
Office, 48; Dr Harvey McGregor QC 
former Warden, New College, 
Oxford, 72: Mr Frederic Mullally, 
writer, 78; Dr Lewis Moonie MP. 51; 
Maj-Gen Sir Laurence New, former 
Lieutenant-Governor of the Isle of 
Man. 6W Sir Roger Parker, a former 
Lord Justice of Appeal 75; Lord Pul- 
mam film producer, 57: Lt-Col John 
Stephenson, former Secretary. MCC, 
67; Professor Sir Stewart Sutherland, 
Principal and Vice-Chancellor, Ed- 
inburgh University, 57; Mr Anthony 
Verity, former Master. Dulwich Col- 
lege, 59; Dr Graham Warren, prin- 
cipal scientist. Imperial Cancer 
Research Fund, 50; Marshal of the 
RAF Sir Keith Williamson, former 
Chief of the Air Staff, 70. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Anthony Burgess, novelist, 
philologist, composer and critic , 
J9l7, Deaths: Sir Christopher Wren, 
architect- 1723: Tfennessee Williams, 
playwright. 1983. On ehis day: 
Queen Elizabeth I vras 

St Gerland. Si Louis ^ra^lia. Si 
■&rashs. St Vtaorimsof OtrathMid 
his Companions and St Waiburga- 

Lectures 

Exeter University: Lord Dealing, 
“The Future of Higher Education , 

530pm- 



Sir James Murray in court dress, the year he was knighted, 1908. From Betty Murray's 
best-selling life of her lexicographer grandfather. Caught in the Web of Words, 1977 


make a companion pant to fol- 
low her up. A walk with her was 
an education m both knowledge 
and love of nature; she knew 
every path and every tree, flower 
and animal. She founded the 
Downland Murray Hvst to main- 
tain a conservation area which 
is a fitting memorial to her. 

For many, however, Betty 
Murray’s best-known monu- 
ment wDl be Caught in the Web 
of Words, on which she began 
work after her retirement. A 
worthy biography of Sir James 
Murray was long overdue. 
Harold had offered a full-scale 
life to the Oxford University 
Press, but it was rejected on 
grounds of possible embar- 
rassment for persons still living; 
a revision was turned down as 
being too boring. 

Betty had all the old mate- 
rial and more, but the challenge 
remained: after the romance of 
the shepherd boy from the Bor- 
ders, largely self-educated be- 
yond his elementary schooling, 
bow could all those years in the 
lexicographer's scriptorium ever 
make pages to grip a reader? 
That Betty Murray succeeded, 
and how brilliantly, is a matter 
of publishing history. 

Yet she loo suffered initial 
frustration from Oxford, and it 


was on the experienced advice 
of Robert Girtings (in the next 
village) that she turned to Yale 
University Press. This brought 
her not only speedy acceptance 
but also a lasting friendship 
(which soon came to include 
other Murray cousins) with 
Chester Kerr, president of the 
press, and his wife. As for Ox- 
ford, it was a sweet day for Bet- 
ty Murray when they came 
creeping to acquire the paper- 
back rights. 

However, malice was not in 
her nature. Despite a wide cir- 
cle of friends, her easy openness 
to all sorts and conditions of 
people and her devotion to her 
parish church, of which she 
was a warden, what lay in her 
heart of hearts was very private. 
Of what she was willing to 
show and share with others, per- 
haps what brought one in deep- 
est was her childlikeness. It 
showed in her way with children 
and with all the birds and ani- 
mals (especially hedgehogs) 
which she loved to feed; but. 
above all, it had a visible sanc- 
tum which she would show to 
those who could appreciate it: 
her dolls’ house. 

This for her was no pitiful 
symbol of lost happiness like 
Citizen Kane's “Rosebud”, but 


the living home and nourisher 
of her imagination; its exquis- 
itely furnished rooms were peo- 
pled by old friends with 
histories; she wrote tiny books 
for the shelves of its library. 
What constant alchemy trans- 
muted this inner life of her 
imagination into a personality 
of such mature achievement is 
a matter to be pondered with 
wonder, awe and joy to have 
known her. 

Robert Murray SJ 


Martindale Sidwell 


Katherine A/bud Elisabeth Murray, 
educationist, historian, archaeologist 
and conservationist bom Cam- 
bridge 3 December 1909; Tutor and 
librarian. Ashbume Halt, Man- 
chester 1935-37; Mary SamervSe Re- 
search Fdhw, Somervffle College, 
Oxford ) 937-38; Assistant Tutor and 
Registrar, Orton College, Cam- 
bridge 193844. Fekw 194048, Do- 
mestic Bursar 1942-44, Director of 
Studies rn Architecture 1943-48. Ju- 
nior Bursar 1944-48; FSA 1946; Prin- 
cipal Bishop Otter College of 
Education, Chichester 1948-70; 
Chairman of Council, Sussex A r- 
chaeabgica! Society 1964-77, Pres- 
ident 1977-80; member, Chichester 
District Council 1973-87, Chair- 
man, Planning Committee 1979-82 ; 
died West Lavington, Sussex 6 
February 1998. 


MARTINDALE SIDWELLs 
influence on post-war British 
choral music can be measured 
in the fiercely loyal devotion and 
deep affection fell by the hun- 
dreds who sang under his di- 
rection over more than 50 years. 
When in 1996 a service was 
arranged at St Dement Danes 
in London to celebrate his SOtb 
birthday, the b uilding burst at 
the seams with colleagues and 
choristers eager to express their 
gratitude for the training re- 
ceived at the hands of one of 
music's perfectionists. 

Sidwell's contribution as or- 
ganist and music director both 
at St Dement Danes (1957-92) 
and Hampstead Parish Church 
(1946-92) amounted id an as- 
tonishing combined total of 
over 80 years’ service. Add to 
this his work in founding and 
conducting the London Bach 
Orchestra (1967-81), the Hamp- 
stead Choral Society (1946-SI) 
and the Martindale Sidwell 
Singers (1956-92), recording 
and broadcasting commitments, 
teaching the organ at Trinity Col- 
lege of Music and the Royal 
Academy of Music (1963-84), 
not to mention fulfilling duties 
as a Professor at the Royal 
School of Church Music (1958- 
66), and it becomes clear why 
“Martin*' became a legend. 

HewasbommTOrwfcdsbirc 
in 1916 and christened John 
William Martindale, a combi- 
nation of his father’s Christian 
names and his mother’s maid- 
en name. John William senior 
was an enthusiastic amateur 
musician, and at the age of sev- 
en the young Martindale won a 
place as a chorister (and pupil 
in the choir school) at Wells 
Cathedral By the time his voice 
broke he was already a talent- 
ed organist, having studied at 
the cathedral with Conrad Eden. 
At just 16, in 1932, he was ap- 
pointed cathedra] sub-organist 
As with so many of his gen- 
eration. the Second World War 
interrupted plans and ambi- 
tions. He served with the Roy- 
al Engineers, working on south 
coast defences but was also in- 
volved in many risky expeditions 


across the ChanneL In 1944 he 
married the pianist and 
harpischordist Barbara HilL a 
noted performer herself, tater 
to become Professor of Piano 
at the Royal College of Music. 

Somehow Sidwell managed 
to maintain a strong wartime 
connection to music-making in 
the Midlands, becoming re- 
spectively director of music at 
Warwick School organist of 
Holy Trinity Church, Learning- 
ton Spa and conductor of the 
Leamington Spa Choral Society. 

These proved the spring- 
board for his achievements at 
Hampstead Parish Church af- 
ter the war, when he came to 
London for organ studies under 
the highly regarded CJHL Trevor 
at the Royal Academy of Mu- 
sic. He was appointed to Hamp- 
stead in 1946, at a time when its 
strong musical tradition had 
been decimated as a by-product 
of the hostilities. 

In a remarkably short period 
he established the choir of men 
and bays as one of the finest in 
the country, not excluding cathe- 
drals. In the 1950s it made 
broadcasts and recordings (with 
conductors of the stature of 
Otto Klemperer) and appeared 
at the Royal festival Hall and the 
Wigmore Hall as well as tour- 
ing in Europe. Some of these 
trips were made in connection 
with the Oecumenical Fellow- 
ship of Boys’ Choirs in Worship, 
on whose committee Sidwell sat 
for a time. The fellowship fos- 
tered contacts between boys’ 
choirs all over Europe. 

St Cement Danes at the 
Akfovycfa reopened in 1958 after 
the repair of its massive wartime 
damage, and was designated 
the church of the RAF. Again, 
Sidwell was called in to restore 
a wounded musical tradition. 
Thus began a Sunday routine 
which saw him direct the music 
for matins alternately at Hamp- 
stead and St Dement Danes, 
then take in eaity evensong at St 
Dement Danes, before the rush 
to Hampstead for evensong - 
preceded by choir practice. 

At St Dement Danes, Sid- 
well received approval for die 



Sidwell: iron flGsdplerte in the quest for perfection 


establishment of a nucleus of 
eight professional singers - ex- 
panded as needed - to cope with 

a round of duties which included 
all manner of special RAF oc- 
casions, from memorial ser- 
vices and statue unveilings to 
weddings with an aviation con- 
nection. Among his singers 
were the countertenors James 
Bowman and Paul Esswood. 
The BBC regularly broadcast 
mid-week choral evensongs- 

SidweU’s trademark, which 
has left an indelible impression 
on all who sang for him, was an 
iron discipline in the quest for 
perfection, however elusive that 
might be. He knew what he 
wanted, and woe betide the 
BBC producer who dared to 
query a point or two shortly be- 
fore the green light went on. But 
Sidwell also had a sense of 
humour which ran lo an inex- 
haustible supply of limericks, 
not all of which could be 
repeated in church. 

To fill any time left in mid- 
week, Sidwell founded vari- 
ously the Hampstead Choral 
Society (1946), which provided 
a platform for a host of British 
oratorio soloists, the smaller- 
scale Martindale Sidwell Choir 
(1956) and the London Bach 
Orchestra (1967), which staged 
regular concerts under his di- 
rection at the Royal Festival Hall 
and Queen Elizabeth Hall. 
While he had a love of English 
and French music, Bach was per- 
haps closest to his heart Sid- 
well’s readings of his music 
were lighter and foster than au- 
diences were used to in the 
1950s, but they anticipated the 
style of early music performance 
that has since become familiar. 

St Dement Danes acquired 
its own music society in the 
1960s under Sidwell’s leader- 
ship, its concerts being guar- 
anteed sell-outs. A Fellow of the 
Royal College of Organists, Sid- 
well continued to give recitals, 
and was appointed Professor of 
Organ at his Alma Mater, the 
Royal Academy, in 1963. 

While RAF chaplains at St 
Dement Danes came and went 
it seemed Mart indale Sidwell 
would go on forever. He was stiD 
juggling duties at his two church- 
es untfl 1991 When he retired, 
at the age of 76, he found plea- 
sure in taking a seat in both sets 
of pews Sunday by Sunday, fol- 
lowed in the case of St Dement 
Danes with, as ever, lunch and 
a drink or two with his friends 
in the pub across the road. 

Andrew Green 

John Wttam Martindale SkjweB, or- 
ganist choirmaster and conductor: 
bom Little Poddngton, Warwickshire 
23 Febrvory 1916; Organist and 
Choirmaster, Hampstead Parish 
Church 1945-92; Organist and Di- 
rector of Music, St dement Danes 
1957-92; married 1944 Barbara 
HS (two sons); died London 20 
February 1998. 


Lazar. Partly that was because 
we liked him so much; no team 
of foreign correspondents can 
have worked for a more con- 
siderate editor. But it was also 
because he stretched us, bring- 
ing our reporting up to stan- 
dards some of us had never 


reached. FOOC, as we called it, 
was our most demanding out- 
let and it raised our self-respect. 

The late Rene Cutforth, 
who resigned from BBC News 
after covering the war In Korea, 
used to complain that he’d 
walked into an editorial strait- 


jackeL “The bastards won’t al- 
low you to say it’s raining un- 
less you quote an official source,” 
be once warned me. And so it 
was until the middle 1950s, 
when Hugh Carieton Greene 
sacked Tahu Hole, the fearsome 
Editor, News, and found a place 


in the schedules in which foreign 
correspondents could breathe, 
think aloud and dare to inter- 
pret the news. Forty-three years 
later From Our Own Correspon- 
dent is still running, a small but 
evidently durable monument to 
its architect. Roger Lazar. 


LAW REPORT: 25 February 1998 

Real risk of prejudice must be shown 


Regina v Pearson and others; 
Court of Appeal (Criminal 
Division) (Lord justice Roch. Mr 
Justice Potts and Mr Justice Poole) 
20 February 1998 

WHILST the discretion of a 
trial judge to continue a trial 
in the absence of one of the 
accused through illness should 
be exercised sparingly, an ac- 
cused who challenged the ex- 
ercise of that discretion bad to 
show that there was a real 
rather than a speculative risk 
of prejudice to his defence if 
the trial continued. 

The Court of Appeal dis- 
missed the appeals of Colin 
Pearson, Barry Anthony Cor- 
bett, and Metvyn'Lohse against 
their convictions at Wood 
Green Crown Court of 
conspiracy to defraud. 

The allegation against the 
appellants was that they had 
defrauded Pbilpot Dairy Prod- 
ucts Ltd and the Intervention 
Board Executive Agency by 
falsely representing that con- 
signments of butter and milk 
powder were intended for ex- 
port to Poland, thereby ob- 
taining a subsidy, whereas the 


goods were in fact exported to 

Sp ain. 

After his evidence had been 
completed, Corbett had been 
taken ill and had thereafter 
been ahsent from the iriaL The 
appellants appealed against 
their convictions on the ground 
that the judge had been wrong 
to refuse to discharge the jury 
because of Corbett’s absence. 
Jeremy Carter-Manning QC (Re&strar 
of Criminal Appeals) for Pearson: Jb- 
rer Heppd QC(Registrar of Criminal 
Appeals) for Cfertoft Brian Higgs QC 
JbrLelae; Stephen Hamer QC (Omn 
Prosecution Service) far the Crown. 

Lord Justice Roch said that 
the judge had refused appli- 
cations to discharge the jury. 
He did not consider it proper 
to require Corbett to attend the 
trial, but concluded that he 
would suffer no prejudice if his 
representatives were given ad- 
equate time to report to him 
ou the evidence still to be giv- 
en by his co-accused and to 
lake instructions about cross- 
examination. The Crown of- 
fered to accommodate Corbett 
near to the court, but he de- 
clined the offer and remained 


in Brighton where he lived. 

Counsel for Corbett had 
submitted that a defendant 
had a right to be present at his 
triaL He relied on the decision 
in R v Howson (1982) 74 Cr 
App R 172 in which tad been 
said that the judge had a dis- 
cretion to continue a trial in the 
absence of one of the accused 
through illness, but that it was 
“a discretion which we would 
expect to be sparingly exercised 
and never if the accused’s de- 
fence could be prejudiced by 
his absence”. 

Consideration of that 
ground of appeal should begin 
with a reference to R v KeBard 
[I995J 2 Cr App R 134, which 
highlighted the public interest 
that there should not be mis- 
trials in long fraud cases and 
that such cases should be heard 
with reasonable expedition. A 
point made by counsel for the 
Crown, which accorded with 
the experience of members of 
the court, was that the problem 
posed by defendants being 
taken ill during fraud trials 
was one which was being met 
increasingly by the courts. 

The court would accept the 


statement of principle ini? v How- 
son, subject to the qualification 
that what was being referred to 
was a real risk rather than a 
speculative risk of prejudice to 
the defence of the accused per- 
son who had been taken ill a 
risk that could not be overcome 
by taking the appropriate steps. 
The principle might be better 
stated as: “This is a discretion 
which we would expect to be 
sparingly exercised and never if 
the accused’s defence wfll be 
prejudiced by his absence”. 

It could not be said in the 
present case that justice had 
not been seem to be done. 
The judge had not insisted on 
Corbett's presence at the tri- 
al If the fact that be had re- 
mained at a substantial 
distance from the court had 
caused difficuties for those 
representing him, those were 
difficulties of his own making. 

No prejudice to Corbett’s 
case created by his absence 
could be detected, and it fol- 
lowed that there had been no 
prejudice to any other defen- 
dant The judge had exercised 
his discretion properly. 

O’Hanlon, Barrister 
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£10 Conran lunch 

Enjoy limdi or early evening supper at 
six ofloiultxils top restaurants for £10 

How to Boole 

To participate iqxhe offer singly collect one token (tokens 
will be primed every day until Saturday February 2Bth) and 
then telephone the restaurant of your chofce quoting yourself 
as an Independent diner. On your arrival at the restaurant you 
should present your token in order to qualfy for the offer. 
Each token is valid for a complete table booking. The tokens 
will be vaKd-for one week only, and will be -dated accordingly. 
To continue to partitipaoe in the offer; simply collects token 
from the week fn which you wish to dine. Fre-booking is es- 

• . senpal and all bookings are subject to availability. 

• ; ” ‘ T* 1 ® Independent offer is available 

. - at the fb&owing restaurants: 


Bluebird 350 tings Road. 
Lorrekx>;-5W3 51KJ 
0171' 559 J 000. Lunch Qnoon - 
3pm. early evening supper 
6pm.-;7pm -V*. . 

Blue Print Cafe The Design 
Museum, 26 Shad Thanes, 
London, SEt 2.YE ' - . 

Qt» 3/8 -7031 .Lunch ttnoon - 
3;*Tveart>reven»ng supper • 
6pm^7prrj4 

LePoftdc la Tour Bar & 
Grid 36d Shad Thames, . 
Ldbdort»SEl 2YE i 
0I7E 403 ’8403 . Luhdt 12noori . 
3 pm, early evening supper ‘ 
6pm -7pm . . 

rterzo JOCrvvbrtiour Street 

London, Wl V 3LE 
0171 314 4000. Lunch !2noon - 
3pm. early evening supper 
6pm - 7pm : . : 


dosed Saturday lunchtime, ope 
Sunday I2pm - 4pm 
QuagTmo’s 16 Bury Street Si 
James’s. London. SWI Y 6AL 
0171 930 6767. Lunch !2noon - 
3pm, early evening supper 
530pm - 630pm 
Zinc Bar & GriO 21 Heddor 
. Street London. Wl R 7LF 
0171 255 8899. The special 3 
. course menu is available 
between !2hoonand 7pm 
between Monday and 
Wednesday the offer is 
■ extended until - U pm* 

The offer is avoOaUe 7 (toys a 
week. aL-aB six restaurants 

* C ose d from 6pm on Suxby 
Offer not av^able after 6pm c«i 
February If- . 
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Political follies 
under the Dome 


ITS ONLY a dome. Prime Minister, only a shell of a building. At best it's 
only going to accommodate a leisure event. Does that really justify the 
preach Hying and the chiding and the hyperbole Mr Blair served up yes- 
terday? He compared the Dome to St Paul's, and that is fatuous - not be- 
cause Richard Rogers is not a fine architect who might conceivably deserve 
comparison with Christopher Wren - but because the cathedral was built 
in a Christian age to glorify God, and the transcendental purpose of the 
Dome is ... what? New Labour offers no secular religion. We are - to our 
credit- these days an incredulous people. Does the Prime Minister intend 
us to worship at the shrine of technology or try to recover a modernist sen- 
sibility in a post-modem age? Politicians tend to make very poor midwives 
to new world-views. It just won't do for the Prime Minister and his acolytes 
to talk in these quasi-fundamentalist terms: this was conceived as a tem- 
porary structure to house a one-off exhibition. He will be lucky if it works 
out as well as the Festival of Britain in 1951. The Greenwich Dome will 
succeed if it provides a good, Disney esque day out. lb put the authority 
of the British state in play for things as evanescent as those Is sheer folly. 

The Dome's fate rests on the myriad details of leisure business plan- 
ning. This is for professionals. Yet what we had yesterday was a Cabinet 
minister - Mr Mandelson - behaving as if he were the project's chief ex- 
ecutive. The problem is not just that be is his own worst spokesperson. 
His serpentine answers; bis belligerence; his brittle amour propre: as a po- 
litical performer he is a liability. But why is he out there on the high wire 
at all? A legacy from the Tories was the notion of arm’s length govern- 
ment. You set up an “agency 11 , give its chief executive full powers and as 
a politician you (in theory) wind it up and walk away. Politicians are no- 
toriously had as managers; it is in their own best interests to stand well 
back. Instead, the Dome project has sucked them in. Its management struc- 
ture is a mish-mash of political and executive responsibilities. Jenni Page, 
the chief executive of the company, passes the buck. Lord Rogers (one of 
the “litmus" testers) says a single creative director is desperately needed. 
Mr Mandelson (sole shareholder) disagrees. And confusion reigns. 

Messrs Blair and Mandelson, admittedly having inherited an adminis- 
trative mess from the Tories, have compounded the problem by appear- 
ing to take personal responsibility. They are too intimate with those 
private-sector sponsors who have been persuaded to cough up (including, 
ominously. Rupert Murdoch's Sky - we already know the quid pro quo). 
As a result the necessarily limited political capital of this government has 
been strewn profligate/yover the muddy site at Greenwich. Instead of keep- 
ing its powder dry for the important things. New Labour’s political fate is 
being inextricably bound up with events over which mere politicians can 
have no control - matters of imagination, taste. Jubilee Line signalling. 

Yet it is us that Mr Blair reproves. Sounding like a cross between a Bap- 
tist minister high in his pulpit and Lady Thatcher in her most grating 
“Rejoice!" mode, he commands us to respect daring and excellence. It is 
difficult not to react defensively to his stern criticism of carpers and nay- 
sayers. There is a national trait which the media carries to extremes, sniff- 
ing at greatness. And the Dome is a fantastic construction. The Independent 
sits, literally, on top of the site and daily we see the spiders web of cables 
being spun between the rocket-like girders. When the skin is added next 
month it will become a circus tent of giant proportions. Yesterday’s pack- 
age of contents was alternately bizarre, mind-expanding and banaL So much 
will depend on the finish, the quality of materials but also the training pro- 
vided to staff - whose recruitment is being left desperately late. 

Of course we have to wish the whole thing well. But we wish this gov- 
ernment well too in its central purposes. We therefore also wish that Tony 
Blair bad not yesterday identified himself and New Labour quite as inti- 
mately, quite as passionately with a project which so easily could fall into 
the pits of mediocrity and mismanagement and consequently provoke deep 
public revulsion. 


Unfair veto on Sir Sean 



FROM HIS unbreakable Scottish soldier in The Hid to his definitive James 
Bond. Sean Connery is a great British film star. He is also a tax exile. Con- 
tent to leave the green hills of Scotland far behind him for most of the 
year he has none the less been (ending his sex appeal to romantic Scottish 
Nationalism - the misty-glens-and-bracs variety rather than a form of pol- 
itics meaningful in the lives of the people of Edinburgh to whom he once 
delivered milk. Conneiy is also credited with approving the use by men of 
physical force in controlling their womenfolk. Sometimes she needs a good 
slap, is how he is supposed to have pul it. 

Where in all that is Connery’s claim on a knighthood and where the 
veto? If Donald Dewar gave him the black spot because be is a Nat, that 
shows the Scottish Secretary lacks political imagination. To have a mem - 
her of a republican party on his knees accepting a knighthood from Eliz- 
abeth II (when all good Scots know she is only Elizabeth I) would have 
been a Unionist propaganda coup. 

But if Connery’s reported views about hitting women were the stick- 
ing point, this is hard. The star is already a freeman of the City of Edin- 
burgh, which city has run several campaigns against domestic violence, and 
no one hasyeL suggested he be stripped of that honour. Besides, how many 
existing knights (or ladies) would pass parallel tests of political correct- 
ness? Knighthoods are a bauble which at best mark out people of real dis- 
tinction. Sean Connery is one and has been unfairly treated. 


PICTURE OFjMMf 



Flat out: The annual Shrove Tuesday pancake race in OJney, Buckinghamshire, yesterday. It is said to be the oldest pancake race in the country, dating back 500 years 

A Q/ns-rnde port of rtvs on b* orjerod by (ctephorang Off) -293 2S34, prr.f 05 Photograph, om i ston 


Working mothers 


LETTERS 


THE Equal Opportunities Com- 
mission is delighted that The In- 
dependent has chosen to draw 
attention to the difficulties many 
parents have in trying to combine 
work with bringing up a family. 

As The Independent so rightly 
points out, paying for childcare is 
a major item in the household bud- 
gets of all working parents and cost 
of childcare can act as a barrier to 
women returning to work. We are 
also delighted that The Indepen- 
dent is giving recognition to the 
contribution that women make to 
the economy. 

The EOC believes that expen- 
diture on childcare is an invest- 
ment in Britain’s future. The value 
of caring must be acknowledged if 
parents iu general and women in 
particular are not to sacrifice 
their current and future incomes 
as the price of taking responsibil- 
ity for their families. 

Tax subsidies are one way of 
providing help and we shall be fol- 
lowing The Independent's cam- 
paign with interest. 
KAMLESHBAHL 
Chairwoman 

Equal Opportunities Commission 
Manchester 


Post letters to Letters to the Editor and include a daytime telephone number 
Fax 0171 293 2056; e-mail: letters@independenLco.uk E-mail correspondents are 
asked to ghv a postal address. Letters may be edited for length and clarity. 


Brownfield building 


MANY middle-class women go 
out to work so that they can help 
to pay for their children's private 
education - why should the tax- 
payer subsidise the cost of the 
child-minders that they need as a 
result? 

TOM HUDSON 
Buckingham 


JOHN PRESCOTT’S call for an ur- 
ban renaissance and greater use of 
brownfield sites is very encouraging 
(“Prescott says recycle’’, 24 Febru- 
ary). But your suggestion that the 
Chancellor will veto a package of in- 
centives that Mr Prescott wants to 
put forward is alarming. 

The new policy will bite only if it 
is backed by better incentives and 
grants to build well and offset the ex- 
tra costs of brownfield sites. The 
fun ding could come from measures 
such as Civic Trust Is proposals for a 
greenfield levy, which Mr Prescott is 
apparently considering. 

Yet under present plans that Mr 
Prescott inherited from the Con- 
servatives, his department’s core 
spending programme for regener- 
ation is actually planned to fall. 
This is now a nonsense. The Chan- 
cellor needs to show in the Budget 
that the whole Government is 
backing Mr Prescott’s vision with 
a package of green taxes and oth- 
er measures. Mr Prescott has re- 
sponded to the national call for an 
urban focus; we must now also will 
the means to deliver to a high stan- 
dard. 

MICHAEL GWILLIAM 
Director 
Ch'ic Trust 
Liverpool 


sites. I visited one of the new gen- 
eration of “self-contained new set- 
tlements" - Great Notley in Essex. 
The result was predictable: row 
upon row of detached “executive 
homes". 

.. Oh, and by the way, my politics 
do not “tilt to the right”. , .. 
STEVE MELIA 
South Brent, 

Devon 


Robbed in Kenya 


Brave whistleblowers 


THROUGH the generous tax re- 
lief the system allows married 
coupies, particularly where one of 
them does not work, the state is 
already subsidising Sally Dealler’s 
childcare arrangements (Letters, 
24 February). My salary supports 
myself and ray two young chil- 
dren, and 1 don't see .why, 
through the tax breaks already in 
place, it should also be helping to 
support other people's non-work- 
ing wives. 

Mrs M A MASKELL 

Maidenhead, 

Berkshire 


THE ARGUMENT about devel- 
opment land is not about “affordable 
new homes" (leader, 20 February). 

The last government instructed 
our county council (Devon) to plan 
for 99,000 new dwellings; 70 per cent 
of these are required to satisfy in- 
ward migration; two new settlements 
will be needed to achieve this tar- 
get. An inspector recently sup- 
ported this stance and at the same 
time rejected any target for af- 
fordable social housing for local 
people. 

To see what happens when de- 
velopers arc let loose on green Geld 


IT IS encouraging that through the 
Public Interest Disclosure Bill em- 
ployees who alert the authorities to 
dangerous or criminal practice at 
their work will be afforded some pro- 
tection (“Thinking of shopping the 
boss but don’t want to lose your 
job?”, 23 February). 

However, it is not dear that 
those dismissed could be reinstated 
under the legislation. The law would 
be unlikely to enforce what would be 
a very strained employer-employee 
relationship, especially in small or 
medium-sized companies. 

The scale of the problem is con- 
siderable. Each year about 300 peo- 
ple are lolled at work, and over 
25,000 suffer serious injury, and 
Health and Safety Executive reports 
have suggested that management 
failures are responsible for about 70 
per cent of accidents. My own na- 
tional research suggests that about 
20 per cent of workplace fatalities 
are, prima facie, cases of corporate 
manslaughter. 

Nevertheless, even under the 
new progressive law, an employee 
would have to be particularly coura- 
geous and self-sacrificing to report 
dangerous practices and risk ex- 
changing employment for a com- 
pensation cheque. 

Dr GARY SLAPPER 
Law programme 
The Open University 
Walton Hall 
Milton Keynes 
Buckinghamshire 


1 WAS horrified to read of the 
killing of Roy Chivere whilst he was 
on holiday in Kenya (report, 17 Feb- 
ruary). My partner and myself have 
.just . returned from a holiday in 
Kenya where we, too, were victims 
of a veiy frightening robbeiy. Three 
men wielding machetes robbed us of 
money and valuables. Our tour op- 
erator's representative did not give 
a warning to the other tourists. Are 
the tour operators frightened to 
cause unnecessary concern over an- 
other “isolated incident"? 

Having spent some time in Kenya 
in 1995, 1 was shocked at the severe 
decline that the country has taken in 
two years. Local people I spoke to 
gave graphic accounts of the crime 
epidemic that is slowly eroding their 
tourist industry. How long will it be 
before Kenya, like Egypt, is under- 
stood to be an unsafe and chancy hol- 
iday destination? 

M CHANDLER 

Port Talbot, West Glamorgan 


Housing for volcano isle 


Irvine’s wallpaper 

JOHN MITCHELL (letter, 24 Feb- 
ruary) asks that we stop carping 
about the money spent reftrrbishing 
the Lord Chancellor’s apartment 

If the architecture is distinguished 
and the expenditure is necessary to 
preserve it then Lord Irvine can do 
as the rest of us do — Jive in his own 
home and commute to work. The of- 
ficial residence might (hen be open 
to the public at all times and we could 
all enjoy the decorations wc have 
paid for. 

Many of us doubt that the ex- 
penditure is necessary or that, as 
Lord Irvine claims, he was distanced 
from the decision to go ahead. He 
could have said “No” and suggest- 
ed that the money he used to fund 
the odd hospital bed rather than pa- 
per the parlour. 

NORMAN MITCHELL 
London 
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Cannabis as medicine 

AS A cancer sufferer who is under- 
going chemotherapy, I should like 
someone to explain to me the logic 
of the fact that although it is illegal 
for doctors to prescribe cannabis to 
relieve my symptoms it is legal to use 
heroin as a medical drug. 

The evidence that cannabis is 
□OD-habit-formiog and less damaging 
than heroin, tobacco or alcohol is now 
overwhelming. Many people suffer 
pain that only cannabis can relieve, 
and sufferers from ME can get relief 
by its use. What is the justification for 
forcing sack people either to suffer un- 
necessarily or to become criminals? 

I have never used any recre- 
ational drug but alcohol. 
RESTEBBING 
London El 2 
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THE LAST thing Montse nations 
need is the nannyism of a UK pre- 
fabricated housing estate despoiling 
their beautiful island, which, despite 
the present setback, yet has a spe- 
cial future in the regional tourist 
economy (“Extra aid for Montser- 
rat", 19 February). 

Given the tools, a traditional 
blockwork bouse can be completed 
in three weeks at a fraction of the 
cost, providing essential local em- 
ploymenti If nannyism destroys the 
sltiU of West Indian domestic wood- 
craft, the indigenous character that 
visitors come to see may be lost. 
Good urban management, a new 

blockmaking machine and adequate ^ 

cement would be more to the point T 
and could have been supplied this 
lime last year. 

STEVE OSGOOD 
Tcddington, Middlesex 
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Time to celebrate 


A MAJOR problem facing the or- 
ganisers of various “Millennium Ex- 
periences" seems to be time - being 
ready on time, that is. 


There is a solution - recognise 


l , he nexl millennium really Sam 
un 1 January 2001. There now -you 

MICHAEL TAYLOR 
Sienton, Lothian 


think, monsieur, the shy, reserved Englishman is trying to tell you something 



MILES 

KINGTON 


FROM TIME to time this column likes 
to cater for those of its readers for whom 

English is a second language, and do some- 
thing to make them aware of the great rich- 
ness of our native tongue. 

The British are internationally 
renowned for their shyness and reserve, 
and today I am bringing you fourscore dif- 
ferent ways in which the English language 
can be used to tell someone to go away, 
ranging from the Sflkily polite to the 
blunt. Next time you want to get rid of 
some importunate Briton, monsieur, one 
of the following eigfaty-odd phrases is 
bound to do the trick I 


It's getting late ... 

Sony to break up the part)’ ... 
Buty day tomorrow ... 

Time to wend your way. I think. 


Good heavens, is that the time? 
Doesn't time fly when you’re 
having fun? 

My wife and 1 arc going to bed now. 
All good things crone to an end. 
Time, gents, please. 

Let's be having you' 

Have you no homes to go to? 

Do us a favour! 

Off you go now! 

Be off with you! 

Make yourselves scarce! 

Are you still here? 

Out! 

On your skates! 

Buzz off! 

Scram! 

Beat it! 

Avaunt my sight! 

Begone! 


Stand not upon the order of your 
going, but go! 

Farewell! 

Awa’ wi’ ye! 

Gel going! 

Go away! 

Just GO? 

Get lost! 

Push off! 

Ytunoase! 

Skedaddle! 

Hop it! 

■fake a powder! 

Split! 

You’re barred! 

Get out of it! 

Go to hell! 

Go to blazes! 

Go and take a running leap in the 
nearest lake. 


Go and eat coke. 

Go and boil your head. 

Vanish! 

Get stuffed! 

Get knotted? 

Piss off! 

Bugger off! 

Clear off! 

Clear the area. 

Fire! 

Bomb! 

Earthquake! 

Police! 

Vacate the premises. 

Do not disturb. 

Trespassers will be Prosecuted. 

Keep Out. 

No Entry. 

Private. 

No admittance ( except on business ). 


oS ** appointmei[lt only. 

&ny. No Callers at House. 

Dtis correspondence is now closed. ' 
keep moving. 0bea 

Mind the gap 

off the grass. 

Staff only. 

Members only. 

Not beyond this point 

k* and no further. 

Cpn’i you take a hint ? 
getting late... 

S^ny to break up ihe party... 
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Why liberals owe a grudging 
debt to the threat of force 



DONALD 

MACINTYRE 


We liberals are never happy. Having foiled 
about war we are now uneasy about the peace 
Having worried about the allies demonising Sad- 
dam, we now worry that he is stronger Than ever. 
Having preferred a diplomatic solution all along, 
we now worry about whether diplomacy has 
been successful enough. There is a solution to 
the liberals’ dilemma - to be a bit less grudg- 
ing about the fact that force has shifted Sad- 
dam without a shot being fired. TTtal said, it has 
not been liberalisn's finest hour. Consider first, 
now that the Immediate crisis is over, three 
myths that have buUi up during the Gulf crisis. 

The first myth is that Britain was merely the 
lapdog of the US. Britain was never, once the 
crisis began, going to withhold its backing from 
the US. But it's becoming, clearer that London 
played a significant role in persuading Wash- 
ington that Kofi Annan's mission was worth try- 
ing. At a meeting convened in London, on 14 
February, of the Middle East Regional Direc- 
tors of the Stale Department, Qua! D’Orsay, 
and the Foreign Office, Britain brokered a deal 
that made possible the Security Council's de- 
cision to sanction a heavily mandated mission 
by Annan. 

The strategy was twofold: on the one hand, 
it maximised the chances of the diplomatic so- 
lution that most British ministers had always 
preferred. But it also had another, harder-edged 
benefit: if Kofi Annan were to come back emp- 
ty-handed then it would have been much 
more difficult for the French and the Russians, 
having signed up to the Annan mission, to op- 
pose, much less to veto, air strikes on Iraq. Sec- 
ond, the British were the principal authors, again 
in the face of some initial reluctance from 'Wash- 
ington, of last week's LIN resolution significantly 
increasing the oil-for-aid programme. Diplo- 
matically, this no doubt helped to lure the 
French and the Russians a little closer to the 
US/UK position. But the larger virtue was that 
it was a policy which drew a clear and public 
distinction between die regime and the people 
who suffer cruelly under iL 

The second myth is that the British gov- 
ernment was somehow forsaking its Euro- 
pean! sm by siding with the Americans in 
threatening Saddam with force. You don’t have 
to accept every dark ministerial hint that 
France was motivated in its opposition to force 
ag ains t Saddam only by commercial greed to 
appreciate that Britain was less isolated in Eu- 
rope than it sometimes looked. Beside France 
and perhaps Greece, only Luxembourg has di- 
rectly opposed British backing for the US stance. 
Luxembourg's egregious foreign minister, 
Jacques Poos, having excelled himself at the out- 
set of the Balkan war by claiming that this was 
“the hour of Europe", went on to declare with 
equal absurdity of the latest Gulf crisis that while 
it might be desirable to threaten force on oc- 
casions, it would be quite another thing to carry 
the threat out. Belgium. Denmark, Holland, 


Germany. Portugal, Spain, and probably Italy, 
would have all offered either military or logis- 
tical help, while Austria and Finland were show- 
ing signs of political support. And this may stem 
from a larger understanding of the price that 
has to be paid on occasions, by the Nato al- 
lies for continuing US engagement in Europe. 

The third myth is that the US and Britain 
should never have been prepared to use force 
against Saddam, and that diplomatic means 
alone could have achieved this week’s solution. 
That flies directly in the face of experience. 
Whatever practical deficiencies the Baghdad 
agreement may turn out to have in its appli- 
cation to Unscom inspections of the all-im- 
portant presidential sites, it is a hugs advance 
on the position Saddam was taking before the 
threat of force started to loom and when he was 
denying any access to the sites at all. Nor. rather 
importantly, is it the view of the UN Secretaiy 
General. Watching Annan's and Thriq Aziz's 
press conference on CNN in a Brussels office 
on Monday, the Foreign Secretary and his se- 
nior officials displayed palpable tension as An- 
nan went through the elaborate courtesies of 
thanking the Iraqi regime for its reception of 
his delegation. It was only when Annan said in 
answer to a question that diplomacy worked 
best when it was backed by “firmness and force" 
that Cook allowed himself the ghost of a smile. 
When Kofi Annan, the first man to dignify the 
UN office in recent years, says so. it's worth tak- 
ing seriously. 


How to cope with the cheapest 
energy ever — make it expensive 



This doesn’t mean that there are no reasons 
for apprehension. Britain's representative at the 
UN was right to press yesterday for a clear ex- 
planation of Clause 4b of the agreement which 
rather opaquely refers to “specified detailed pro- 
cedures" that will govern the inspection of the 
Iraqi presidential sites where chemical and bi- 
ological weapons may be, if not mark- or stored, 
at least documented. It will be necessary, but 
possibly extremely difficult, for Britain and the 
US to secure in New York a clear mandate for 
acting against Saddam if he breaks the new 
agreement he signed this week. Blair was cor- 
rect yesterday to warn that a “piece of paper 
signed by the Iraqi regime plainly cannot be 
enough". Saddam's hyper-spin throughout the 
Arab world will persuade many that he has 
tricked the Great Satan yet again. Above all be 
is still there. 

AD these are reasons wfay Blair was right not 
to be excessively triumph alisi in the Commons 
yesterday. We liberals should be a little less 
grudging - not least because the UN sudden- 
ly matters again. Some of those who oppose the 
war do their case a disservice when they also 
denounce the peace. Those who complain that 
the objectives of bombing weren’t clear 
shouldn't complain too much if achievements 
made without bombing have some ragged edges, 
too. It’s a matter for quiet rejoicing that force 
worked, so far, without having to be used. And 
pace Jacques Poos, that only happens when 
those wielding the force are ready lo use iL Blair 
and Clinton were; the outcome is something 
to celebrate. 


The price of oil has fallen 
and is still falling, with 
fatal consequences for 
the environment but says 
Hamish McRae, there is 
a way out of the trap 


Even silver clouds sometimes have a 
dark lining. As the markets yesterday sig- 
nalled, in their own inimitable way, we're 
in for a period of very low oil prices. 
They reckon that if the apparent settle- 
ment in Iraq leads to the lifting of UN 
sanctions on that country's exports, 
even more oil will get pumped on to the 
already swamped world market - for the 
oil price is cow as low in real terms as 
it was before it quadrupled in 1973-74. 
Indeed, it is just about as low in real 
terms as it has ever been since the world 
first stoning using mineral oil in large 
quantities more than a century ago. 

Expea this situation to continue. The 
main determinant of energy use in the 
world is economic growth, and East 
Asia, which has accounted for two-thirds 
of all growth since 1990. is currently 
stalled. Cheap oil means cheap ener- 
gy. Oil, and gas (which follows the oQ 
price pretty closely) account for rough- 
ly two-thirds of the world’s eneigy 
supplies, and coal makes up mosL of the 
rest. Only 10 per cent of the world's en- 
ergy comes from non- Fossil fuels, most- 
ly nuclear and hydro-electric power. In 
many ways we should welcome a plen- 
tiful supply of cheap energy; it is a cru- 
cial element in determining living 
standards everywhere. 

But in terms of the effect an the 
environment, this is very bad news. We 
cannot rely on the price mech anism to 
control our energy use. The market, 
when it is on your side, is a wonderfully 
powerful ally. Anyone who can re- 
member the two oil shocks will recall 
how people cut energy use. The imme- 
diate effect was for people to drive less 
and turn down the thermostats, but there 
was also a longer-term effect, as car 
manufacturers focused on fuel con- 
sumption, and architects on the energy 
efficiency of buDdings. From now on, 
though, the market Mil be against sav- 
ings of this sort. 

We can already see how hard it is to 
fight the market. The well-meaning leg- 
islation in the US to increase fuel effi- 
ciency has mainly had the effect of 
producing gutless cars, which in tuna has 
encouraged real Americans to buy light 
trucks and four-wheel-drive vehicles in- 
stead. Of course, these use much more 
fuel, but fuel is so cheap that no one 
cares too much. 

We should not, however, sneer at US 
hypocrisy. Our own deputy prime min- 
ister has recently publicised the fact that 
be is exchanging his regular official 
Jaguar for a new one fuelled by natural 
gas. But that does not make his Jag sig- 
nificantly kinder to the environment, or 
any more efficient. Gas is cheaper only 
because the tax is lower, and the global 
resources of gas are almost as tight as 
those for oQ: around 52 years' supply 



Cheap fuel means more cars ... but friendly taxes can save the day 


compared with about 45 years'. (In fact, 
since up to one-third of the eneigy a car 
uses in its lifetime is used to manufac- 
ture it, the true environmentalist would 
try to use an old car, not a new one.) 

So what will happen? We have the 


The solution comes in two parts. The first 
is to apply the market mechanism 
through taxation. Countries need lo tax 
energy a lot more. Governments are al- 
ready desperate for revenue, for they can 
see that their traditional sources are 


If environmental taxes were used not to spend 
more but specifically targeted to reduce taxes 
elsewhere, they might even become the one 
form of taxation that was positively popular 


prospea of another generation of cheap 
eneigy, with all the inevitable environ- 
mental problems that will result. The 
only thing s that migh t change that - such 
as a real war in the Middle East - are 
too horrible to contemplate. Is there no 
way out? 

Mercifully, there is a way forward. 


going to be relentlessly cut away. Com- 
panies are already able to shift their op- 
erations around the world to minimise 
their tax payments and extract the max- 
imum in incentives to invest. Increasingly, 
rich individuals are doing the same. The 
more the tax burden is shifted to em- 
ployers, the more they export the jobs. 


The more it is put on consumption 
taxes such as VAX the more the black 
economy grows; in Italy it is now about 
a quarter of the economy. 

Energy taxation, by contrast, is re- 
markably difficult to evade. Fuel for 
vehicles is tightly controlled. So, too, is 
electricity and gas. There may be power- 
ful political reasons for not wanting to 
increase energy taxation, but altitudes 
there can be changed - there used, af- 
ter all. to be a strong political lobby 
against taxing tobacco more heavily - 
provided people fed that the extra rev- 
enues will not disappear into the usual 
black hole and be wasted. If environ- 
mental taxes were not used to spend 
more, but specifically targeted to reduce 
taxation elsewhere, then they might even 
become the one form of additional tax- 
ation that was positively popular. 

However, while there are some 
things that can be done to conserve en- 
ergy within national boundaries, others 
-such as taxation of aviation fuel - need 
international co-operation. That leads 
to the second part of the solution: we 
need to create a culture of conservation. 

One of the difficulties politicians face 
is taking into account the interests of 
future generations, both people loo 
young to vote now and (still more dif- 
ficult) the unborn. These voices are un- 
heard at election time. Yet individually 
we do care about posterity. We plant 
gardens and trees that won't reach full 
maturity in our lifetimes; we seek to 
leave something for our children; we 
support charities that tiy to protea en- 
dangered species. 

Somehow politicians need to connect 
the interests of future generations to 
those of their present electorates. One 
way of making this connection real is to 
focus on the needs of the environment, 
and in particular the duties of each gen- 
eration to treat it in a responsible way. 
We can all envisage a world 25 or 30 
years hence when even more acres of 
beautiful countryside are covered with 
concrete, when our air is even dirtier 
than it is now, and when there have been 
long-term changes to our weather as a 
result of a build-up of greenhouse 
gases. Governments can use this aspect 
of public concern about the future to 
draw people's attention to something 
they find much harder to accept: that 
governments now should be running 
budget surpluses, paying off debt as fast 
as they can, and encouraging people to 
save for their own pensions so that ihe 
next generation of people of working age 
wfll not have to pay even more to sup- 
port the growing army of the retired. 

So the prospect of a generation of 
cheap energy is in one sense a threat. 
Miss the chance to be wise about energy 
use now, and we end up with a nastier 
environment a generation hence. But be- 
cause everyone can see that, it is also 
an opportunity. It is an opportunity for 
those with influence - not just politicians 
but opinion-formers in general - to show 
that we can connect the interests of one 
generation with those of the nexL 

We do that by accepting that the 
benefit of cheaper oil should be passed 
to society as a whole, in the form of high- 
er energy taxes. 


Who would study theology? I did, and I’ll tell you why ... 



CLARE 

GARNER 


Theologians want to 
update their subject, 
but it already works 
as a career path 


It was always the dinner party 
question I dreaded, because I 
knew what was coming next. 
Whenever I told someone I was 
reading theology, the pre- 
dictable reply was: “Ah, so you 
want to be a priest?" 

Being reasonably good- 
natured," I tried to laugh it off, 
perhaps adding: “No. actually. 
A nun." But deep down all the 
feelings of paranoia about the 
future, career, and Life, broke 
the surface of student illusion 
and I would ask myself why on 
earth I was devoting three 
years to studying such a dusty, 
crusty subject, which apparently 
only qualified me to serve in a 
ministry which did not at the 
time accept women. (The un- 
varnished truth is that it 
seemed a good way to get an 


offer of a place from a good 
university.) 

Thirty-six academics, in- 
cluding the Regius Professor of 
Divinity at Oxford University, 
where theology was the first 
course to be devised - and 
where I ended up studying it - 
have signed up to a campaign 
to make UK theologians more 
open to contemporary culture, 
more international in their out- 
look and more responsive to 
other religions. As one of them 
says, “Theology too often seems 
an academic sideline, outdated 
and dusty, and of Little relevance 
to modem life." Quite. 

But then, all of a sudden, 
I find myself coming over all 
nostalgic. I remember, with 
surprising fondness, my 
deeply eccentric tutor, a walk- 


ing authority on Mesopotami- 
an Creation Myths, who prob- 
ably dreams in Hebrew. 
Perhaps all that poring over 
sacred texts and ancient tomes 
in the dimming light of the 
Bodlean was not such a bad 
idea, after alL 

And careerwise, at least, 
theology stood us in good stead. 
Not one of my theologian 
friends bad to resort to donning 
a dog collar in order to earn a 
living. Between us, there is a 
television researcher, a 
theatrical agent, a Wilt Disney 
producer, an artist a court re- 
porter, a primary school 
teacher, a financial journalist 
a literary agent a nightclub 
singer, and a spy. As one con- 
temporary said: “All the people 
I know who read theology are 


either in the film industry or 
insane." 

Susan, now a court reporter, 
says theology helps with her job. 
“You know, the Greek and the 
crappy Old Testament refer- 
ences. Judges and barristers 
come up with phrases like: 
“TeD it not in Gath, publish it 
not in the streets of Askelon" 
and I know what they're on 
about." 

Lucy, now a primary school 
teacher, says the theologian 
mantle has its advantages. 
“People think you're quite 
scholarly. It’s never bad to 
fool people a little bit like 
that,” she says, adding that 
she enjoyed telling people she 
wanted to be a nun. But per- 
haps Katherine gives the most 
honest answer of aD. “Whai did 


I get out of reading theology? 
A degree from Oxford." 

Another consequence of 
reading theology is that it leaves 
you with a healthy scepticism to- 
wards religion. The majority of 
us started out as confirmed 
Christians and ended up with 
our eyes wide open about tbe 
true origins of the Gospels. 

“Where does theology get 
you in the end?" asks the Ox- 
ford prospectus. “One hopes 
that those who read theology 
will arrive at a better under- 
standing of Christianity, what- 
ever their reaction to it. and 
equally important, at a better 
understanding of themselves 
and their world, in whatever di- 
rection this leads them." For a 
few, that is the Church; for the 
rest of us, the World. 


Sir Elton John has a clear picture of 
hisownsMe. Flashy, over the top, flam- 
boyant: call it what you wffl. Sir Elton 

always projects a glamour all his own. 

You may not wish to emulate it. but you 
had better respect iL Photographer 
David LaCbapdle found this out in Los 
Angeles recent- 

■ ty. On a photo 
shoot for 
Citibank, the 
sponsors of his 
latest world tour. 

Sir Elton was 
asked by the 
snapper to push 
a shopping trol- 
ley containing 
nothing but a hugs Citibank credit canl 
“HI look like a big fat hotnel^s^r- 
son pushing that thing!" protested the 
perfectly proportioned, amazingly 
svelte, multi-home-owner. He , 
diately walked off the set and reureo 
to his stretch limousine. When the p 


ducer tried to coax him back through 
a cracked window, according to the 
tfew York Post, Sir Elton told him, “You 
can take your $5m and stick it up your 
c**t!" Oh dearie. 

Isn’t this taking Minimalism a bit too 
far? The Met Bar, London’s most 
fashionable drinking den until the 
pharmacy opened last month, has re- 
moved ail the loo seats in the Gents. 
When I asked the staff for a line of 
explanation, all I received was a 
knowing smirk. Can any readers help 
enlighten Pandora? 

In late November, The Spectator pub- 

listaed an article about Hany Evans, 
the former head of Random House 
in New York City and Tina Brown’s 
husband The article by Toby Young 
raised the question of Evans’ sudden 
departure from the Newhouse empire 
tci become editorial director of the NY 
Daily News. Whs he pushed or did he 




j um p? Young believed the former. 
Almost two months later, Evans sent 
The Spectator a letter - longer than' 

Tbty Young’s original artide— in which 

he demanded a “correction" and a 
printed apology. Frank Johnson, The 
Spectator * s editor, told Pandora, “I 
think we are playing a collateral part 
in Evans’s total campaign against 
Toby Young." Apparently Evans has 
reacted badly to a New York news- 
paper's report that Young is hard at 


work on a play about the media 
scene in the Big Apple, particularly 
the feud between the New Yorkers 
Tina Brown and Phnity fair's Graydon 
Carter. “And he sent another legal let- 
ter to Young," Johnson reports, 
“which warned that he must not 
ridicule him ‘in any jurisdiction' ”. Pre- 
sumably that includes Off-Broadway 
theatres as well. Tbby Young is out- 
raged by this infringement of his 
First Amendment rights. Pandora’s 
worry is that fighting for his civil lib- 
erties may prevent Toby from finish- 
ing his marvellous play. 

Anxiety about Iraqi terrorism on 
these shores is affecting politicians as 
far away as Cardiff. The bomb squad 
was recently called out by a local coun- 
cillor when he received a suspicious 
package in tbe mail. Just before they 
were about to conduct a controlled ex- 
plosion, one of the squad detected a 
peculiar sloshing noise. In fad the 


package was a heaping load of fresh 
cockles, sent by a South Whies firm. 
Leslie Parsons Cockles, who are lob- 
bying against change in legislation pro- 
tecting their local shellfish industry. 

Remember Primary Colors, the 
scathing political satire about the 
first Clinton campaign? Now ft has 
been turned into a heartwar min g 
comedy in which John Travolta plays ■ 
a cuddly Clinton-like President How 
did fictional add rain turn into tepid 
drizzle? Clinton met with Travolta be- 
fore shooting commenced and asked 
the star about his well-known Scien- 
tologist convictions. “Sounds greaL” 
Clinton said and volunteered to take 
up the Scientologists’ defence in their 
current epic legal battle with the 
German government. I suppose we’re 
lucky that the IRA is not bankrolling 
a White House satire. 

Pandora 
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The Government is due to publish a series of White Papers on Lifelong 
Learning In early fW8, from the DflEE, Scottish and Web* Offices. This one 
ifay CVCP conference win explore the role far universities In developing and 
implementing the Government's proposals. Universities already [day a 
significant role in Bfdong learning, provkfing courses at all levels - HND, 
undergraduate. PhD and CPD. How wit the developments announced Ip the 
White Papers affect dlls role? In particular what changes will be needed In 
universities' management, access, curriculum and funding? How can higher 
education generally develop its interface and partnership with farther 
education to deliver die flexible learning opportunities that lifelong 
learning demands? 

Tbe conference is for senior managers in higher and farther education, 
academics, careers advisers and training and personnel officers In business 
and funding organisations. 


Speakers include 


Baroness Bbcksmne. Mtifcor for EAxadon and 

Diana Warwick, Chief Emotive. ComitiuBe of Vice-Qoncefloi-s and Prmdpate 
Professor Bob Fryer. Prtidpii. Northern CoCegc (Utoong Luanvnj Advisor? Group) 
Dr Geraldine Kenney-Wdlace, MO and VC, British Aerospace Vbrud University 
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-Neil Sieivarf Associates 
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More than £l3bn wiped off combined value of pharmaceuticals giant and SmithKIine Beecham as 


world's largest corporate deal disintegrates 


City voices fury 
at collapse of 
Glaxo merger 


. By Andrew Yates 
and Michael Harrison 

Glaxo Wellcome and SmithK- 
Iine Beecham felt the full force 
of the City’s anger yesterday as 
the collapse of their merger 
talks wiped mo re than £13bn off 
their combined value and details 
emerged of the personality and 
culture clashes that brought 
the deal crashing down. 

The collapse of the deal, 
which would have created the 
world’s biggest drugs group 
and the third biggest global 
company, saw Glaxo Well- 
come ’s shares slump by almost 
13 per cent to 1657p, while 
SmithKIine Beec ham’s stock 
fell more than 10 per cent to 
724p. 

The failure of the two com- 
panies to complete the merger 
after dashing over the question 
of who would run the compa- 
ny stunned the City but also 
drew widespread criticism from 
institutional shareholders and 
analysts. 

Large investors warned that 
both companies now had a ma- 
jor task on their hands to rebuild 
shareholder confidence, par- 
ticularly SmithKIine, which had 
already called off a merger 
with American Home Prod- 
ucts, the US drugs group, last 
month to broker a 'deal with 
Glaxo. 

“It is very unfortunate that 
in the middle of a deal you have 
to change tack. It suggests that 
the two sides had not fully un- 
derstood and communicated 
with each other before rushing 
headlong into a deal which is 
not the best course of action," 
said one large shareholder in the 
two drugs groups. 

Another fund manager said: 
-This damages the credibility of 
both groups. SmithKIine have 
already jilted the bride to run 
off with the best man. Now they 
are cannot even get it together 
with the best man. We want to 
know more about the real 
reasons for the collapse in the 
talks." 

The collapse of the deal be- 
came inevitable after the two 
sides clashed at a meeting in 
New York last Friday over the 
respective roles of its five-man 
executive board and the ap- 
portionment of senior man- 
agement jobs between Glaxo 
and SmithKIine personnel. 

Under the deal Sir Richard 
Sykes, the Glaxo chairman, 
would have become executive 
chairman of the merged group 


and Jan Leschly, chief executive 
of SmithKIine, its new chief ex- 
ecutive. The other executive 
members would have been 
Glaxo’s chief executive. Bob In- 
gram, and its finance director 
John Coombe and SmithKtioe’s 
chief operating officer, Jean 
Pierre Gamier. 

Mr Leschly would also 
have beeo c hairman of a larg- 
er executive committee. But it 
emerged that its powers 
would have been limited with 
Sir Richard wanting to remain 
in charge of all major strate- 
gic decisions. likewise, the 
two sides were unable to 
agree on whether Mr Gamier 
or Mr Ingram would be chief 
operating officer or the divi- 
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sion of roles in the next tier 
of management. 

Glaxo executives also ques- 
tioned why there should be a 
50:50 split of management jobs 
when SmithKIine's pharma- 
ceutical sales were only 55 per 
cent of Glaxo's. There also ap- 
pears to have beeo a growing re- 
alisation on the part of Glaxo 
that the cultures of the two 
groups were incompatible. 
Glaxo operates as a decen- 
tralised organisation with au- 
thority and responsibility 
devolved to regional and divi- 
sional heads while SmithKIine 
is driven very much from the 
centre. 

Nevertheless, institutional 
shareholders were aghast that 
these differences had not been 
ironed out before the two sides 
disclosed their merger talks 
three weeks ago, stating that re- 
spective valuations and the 
division of top jobs had already 
been agreed. 

“I am very perturbed that 
companies of this stature with ex- 
perienced management teams 
could not put a deal together. If 
it is about jobs for the boys then 
I would have expected more 
from both groups," said one. 


Tim F ranklin, pharmaceu- 
tical analyst at Greig Middle- 
ton said: 'This is a major 
disappointment Both compa- 
nies are under pressure to do 
something to maintain investor 
confidence.” 

Analysts also speculated that 
Glaxo may have wanted to 
force the disposal of Smith- 
Kline’s healthcare division, 
which ft considered to be far less 
important than its pharmaceu- 
tical aim, while there were also 
question marks over DPS, 
SmithKIine’s troubledUS phar- 
macy benefit manager. 

‘‘You never know what nas- 
ties they discovered when they 
started to look at each other 
closely," said an institutional 
shareholder. 

SmithKIine and Glaxo now 
intend to launch separate 
charm offensives on the Gty 
over the next few days and 
weeks to investor fears anH 

try and salvage their reputations. 

The collapse of the deal 
robs several senior executives 
of huge payouts and the Gty 
of at least £100m in fees. Mr 
Leschly alone stood to make a 
paper profit of more than 
£17m from UK and US share 
options. 

However, it will save thou- 
sands of jobs among the 21,000 
UK workforce of the two com- 
panies. Roger Lyons, general 
secretary of MSF, the white 
collar science union, said: “This 
is great news. The company 
ignored the interests of its 
employees and anybody else. 
Now it seems that five execu- 
tives have fallen out over the 
division of the spoils and per- 
haps the group’s strategy." 

The rationale for the merg- 
er was to create a research and 
development powerhouse with 
annual expenditure of more 
than £2bn a year. SmithKIine 
has poured money into ge- 
nomics, a process designed to 
identify hundreds of com- 
pounds that could be used to 
velop drugs- This technology 
was supposed to have fitted 
neatly with Glaxo’s advanced 
screening techniques, which 
analysts believe could have lead 
to the development of a vast 
array of new drugs. 

One analyst said: “I would 
rather the two groups walk away 
than proceed with a turkey. 
When you add a poor drugs 
pipeline with another poor 
pipeline then you get an even 
bigger poor drugs pipeline.” 

Outlook, page 21 



Wrong chemistry 

■20 Jan: SmfdiKfine Beecham 
amounts fc is in merger talks 
with American Home Products 

■24 Jan: Gfaxo chairman Sr 

Richard Sykes triephonesjan 
Lesdfy, dhfaf ^aecudve of 

SmkhKBne, and asks whether 
it would be interested In a 


■27 jan: Sykes ffe to New York 
and meets Leschfym die 
Rodsrfefler Center, headquarters 
trf SmhhKfin* advisers Laard 
Freres, to thrash out a deal 

■30 jam SmhhKSne breaks off 
negotia tions with AHP and 
announces ft: is in merger taiks 
whh Glaxo. Respective valuations 
and top management of combined 
group agreed In advance 

■ 17 Fete SmithKIine reports 

7 per cent rise in pre-tax profits 
for 1997 and says It expects to 
announce the Glaxo merger 
h earty March 

■ <9 Feb: Glaxo reports 9 per 
ceric drop In 1997 profits but 
makes no comment an the 
progress of the merger talks 

■20 Fete Sykes meets Leschly in 
New York and says Glaxo is not 
prepared Co proceed oo the 
previously agreed terms 

■22 Fete Smith Kline chairman 
Sir Peter VlMon and Qaxo 
deputy chairman Sr Roger Hum 
meet tn London in attempt to 
rescue the merger 

■ 23 Feb: SmithKIine 
terminate s merga- tala, drity 
Insurmountable differences’ 
with Gfaxo ewer management 
philosophy and corporate culture 

■24 Feb: Glaxo and SmithKIine 
shares pfcinge B per cent and 
K) per cent respectively as 
reoTmtavarions be$n and the 
Gty vents its anger 







Jan Leschly: Stood to make paper profit of 437m 


Sir Richard Sykes: Last-minute .demands torpedoed deal 


Drug giants ponder life after a brief encounter 


The collapse of the merger 
poses more questions for 
SmithKIin e than Glaxo as the 
two drug giants map out their 
future strategies, write Andrew 
Yates and Michael Harrison. 

SmithKIine claims it can go 
it alone successfully. But trying 
and failed to join forces with a 
competitor twice in the space of 
a month has severely dented its 
credibility. For Glaxo the deal 
was always an opportunistic 
one and yesterday it was at pains 
to stress that it did not need to 
pair up with another pharma- 
ceutical partner. 

Nevertheless for Sir Richard 
Sykes, Glaxo's chairman, it may 
prove a missed opportunity. 
He has set Glaxo the target of 
developing three significant 
medicines a year by the 
mill ennium against an industry 
average of one per year. That 
would have been a much easi- 
er goal with the economies of 
scale in research and develop- 
ment a SmithKIine merger 
would have brought. 

After an indifferent 3997, 


wben it felt the full effects of the 
ending of patent protection on 
the blockbuster anti-ulcer drug 
Zantac, Glaxo’s priority now will 
be to deliver on its promise to 
maintain earnings this year and 
then grow them significantly in 
1999 on Che back of double dig- 
it sales growth. 


It has two new treatments in 
the pipeline for HIV, where its 
existing drugs. Epivir, Re trovirt 
and Combivir notched up a 16 
per cent sales increase last year 
to £l.8bo. Approval is also be- 
ing sought in China to use 
Epivir as a treatment for He- 
patitis BwhUe Glaxo will file for 


regulatory approval later this 
year for a new flu treatment, 
.Zanamivfr. Other drugs in the 
pipeline include Seratide, a 
treatment for respiratory dis- 
eases, a sector of the market 
where Glaxo's existing drugs 
Flixotide and Serevent brought 
in sales of £1.8bo last year. 


Let’s call the whole thing off: why mergers fail - 


Management experts were last 
night quick to point oat that 
Glaxo Wellcome and Smith- 
KIine Beecham are not unique 
in calling off a merger, writes 
Roger Trapp. 

Earlier this month, KPMG 
and Erast & Young abandoned 
their attempt to create the wuckTs 
largest accounting and manage- 
ment consulting firm. Recently 
supermarket groups Asda and 
Safeway telecoms companies BT 
and Cable & Wireless and - ac- 
cording to speculation -dealing 
banks Barclays and NatWest 
have aU sized each other up and 
then backed sway from a deaL 


Despite a “culture of the 
deaT in the Gty GJaxo-Smith- 
Kline is farther evidence that 
mergers can be easy to plan but 
difficult to poll off Research sug- 
gests only a small proportion of 
deals of this type achieve their 
financial targets. According to 
the London Business School, 
only about a half of acqui r in g 
companies recoup the premium 
above market value that they pay 
Andrew Campbell, a direc- 
tor of Ashridge Strategic Man- 
agement Centre and co-author 
of the book Synergy-, published 
tomorrow; said talks typically 
fail in this way either because 


of “good management reasons 
or management intransigence*'. 

Companies realise the ‘‘pile 
of gold" capable of bring mined 
by the two parties was illusory. 
Sometimes the firms lacked 
tbe skills to make it happen, or 
the risk of weakening rather 
than strengthening both com- 
panies was too great 

Since both SmithKIine and 
Glaxo have achieved successful 
mergers in tibe past, it is unlikely 
such factors were at play here. 
ITiis leaves management squab- 
bles or, as Mr Campbell puts it, 
“deeply felt differences about 
wbat to do and bow to do it*. 


Poor results deepen NatWest gloom 


Meanwhile SmithKIine’s fail- 
ure to foige a deal has raised con- 
cerns about the future of the 
group and Jan Leschly, its chief 
executive. Potential partners 
could have been frightened off 
by the group’s antics over tbe past 
month. “Who would want to 
work with Jan Leschly and Jean 
Pierre Gamier now. They want 
nothing less that to run any 
merged company," said one an- 
alyst. A hostile bid remains un- 
Ukcfy, with drugs rivals unwilling £ 
to give up costs savings by pay- 
ing a premium for the group. 

If SmithKIine remains inde- 
pendent it will have to prove it 
can produce major new drugs 
over the next few years to replace 
Paxil, the group's answer to 
Prozac and Augmentin, its best 
selling anti-biotic. Only then can 
it restore investor confidence. 

Underlying profits rose 17 per 
cent to £l.65bn in 1997, but sev- 
eral of its most promising treat- 
ments failed to get through 
clinical trials and the group 
axild struggle to produce tins sort 
of growth rate in the future. , 

%) 


By Lea Paterson 


The pressure on Nat West's em- 
battled management team 
moved up another notch yes- 
terday after the banking group 
published a weak set of annu- 
al results. 

Group profits fell by 10 per 
cent, and the bank admitted to 
difficulties in several of its non- 
core businesses, in particular 
NatWest Markets, the invest- 
ment banking business, and 
Couns. tbe Queen’s bankets. 

The only cheer for NatWest 
shareholders was the prospect of 
a share buy-back. The hank an- 
nounced it intend to return cap- 


ital to shareholders, but declined 
to detail the timing and the size. 

Lord Alexander, the bank’s 
chairman, said: “1997 was a 
difficult year, and our overall re- 
sults were poor". Derek Wan- 
less, chief executive, called the 
group’s figures “disappointing". 
He added: “NatWest Markets 
had a dreadful year last year. It 
pulled down the performance of 
the whole of the group". 

Before tax, NaiTOfest Markets 
lost £7Q6m in the year to De- 
cember, a fall of £804m. Prof- 
its at Courts, the private banking 
group, fell by 72 per cent after 
bad debt provisions rose by 
more than 700 per cent to £76m. 


Mr Wanless said the provirions 
related to “a small number of 
isolated lending problems" m 
the US, but declined to elabo- 
rate further on the precise na- 
ture of the difficulties. 

Tbe name NatWest Mar- 
kets is to disappear once the 
group has completed the sale of 
its equities business later this 
year. NatWest Markets' debt 
business will be rebranded 
Greenwich NatWest and its 
corporate advisory business is 
also to be renamed. 

Mr Wanless poured cold 
water on recent industry ru- 
mours the bank could merge 
with Barclays, one of its main 


rivals, after an initial approach 
from Martin Taylor, Barclays' 
chief executive, last summer. Mr 
Wanless said the competition 
authorities would be unlikely to 
approve such a move and the 
process of merger would dam- 
age both banks’ franchises. Mr 
WmJess said he was more re- 
ceptive, however, to a link-up 

with a company in the insurance 

or mortgage industry. 

Analysts reacted unenthusi- 
astically both to tbe results and 
to Mr Wsnless’s moves to quash 
merger speculation. NatWest 

shares finished the day at 1104p, 
down 21 p. 
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Safeway to dose 44 stores as it delivers fresh profit warning 


By Nigel Cope 

Gty Correspondent 
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INTEREST RATES 


SAFEWAY, tbe troubled super- 
market group, confirmed Ihe 
City’s worst fears yesterday 
when ft delivered its third prof- 
its warning in little more than 
a year along with plans to dose 
44 stores in a move that will 
threaten 2,000 jobs. 

The profits alert re-ignited 
speculation that the group raigbl 
be the subject of a bid from rival 
Asda, which called off talks 
with Safeway last year. Mean- 
while tbe Gty pul Safeway man- 
agement on notice, giving the 
board Six months lo pul the corn- 


CURRENCIES 


pany back on track or risk be- 
ing ousted. "They’ve lost con- 
trol," one analyst said. " They 
were so desperate lo deliver 
sales growth that they have 
thrown money at the stores. J 
don’t think tbe Gty will give 
them more than six months." 

Colin Smith. Safeway's chief 
executive, denied any direct 
pressure from investors but 
added: "It is quite dear that the 
chief executive takes direct re- 
sponsibility for the company's 
performance and 1 am doing 
that." He admitted the company 
had made mistakes but said its 
performance was improving. 

Safeway has been hit by slow 




sales growth and rising costs 
which have hit margins. Start-up 
costs involved in setting up in 
Northern Ireland have been 
higher than expected and there 
will be a £J0m charge to cover 
store closures and redun dancies . 

This will cut full-year prof- 
its to £3?5m, excluding the 
£30m of exceptional charges, 
compared to the previous year's 
£*30m. Analysts had been fore- 
casting £410-£440. There was 
also a warning on this year’s 
profits. Safeway said they would 
be constrained by an extra 
£40m investment in improving 
pnee competitiveness, produS 

availability and marketi ng 


"It's an absolute disa 
one analyst said. “The only 
supporting the shares is tl 
speculation." Safeway s 
closed 9.5p lower at 355.5 
In its trading update - 1 
had been delayed for aln 
month - Safeway said 
growth over Christmas 
been just 1.1 per cent oi 

year but had improved to 3 

cent year on year in the i 
weeks to 21 February. 

The group is to close 
the older Safeway brai 
and sell or close 22 of ti 
naming Presto stores thr 
not suitable for conversic 
Outlook, pa 
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This was more than just a clash of egos 


OUTLOOK 

ON THE FALLING OUT 
OF GLAXO AND 
SMITH KLINE. AND 
THE PROBLEMS 
FACING SAFEWAY 


Wis il just dash of ego, or something more 
substantive that caused the Glaxo Well- 
come merger with SmiihKJine Bcecham 
to fall apart? Certainly there appears to 
have been a large element of the former. 
But equally, iL doesn't seem credible that 
this was the whole story. With so much rid- 
ing on the outcome, deals of this magni- 
tude are not meant to fail on matters as 
trivial as who has the bigger office. When 
mergers come unstuck, the one (person- 
ality clash) is usually a symptom of deep- 
er rooted structural and cultural 
differences. 

In the case of big companies, these dif- 
ferences are often profound, despite the 
homogenisation of management and mar- 
keting techniques brought about by the 
process of globalisation. It may well be that 
companies of this size and ambition sim- 
ply aren't meant in merge - that they arc 
just tot' different and already too large to 
make it work. You can have all the syn- 
ergies, cost cutting potential, and in this 
case supposed scientific advantages of 
combining rival drug discovery technolo- 
gies, in the world but still they would not 
add up to anything without the cultural 
unity and purpose that lies at the heart 
of all successful modem day corporations. 

The salutary lesson in pharmaceuticals 
is Pharmacia & Llpjotan. which since the 
two companies were merged has degen- 
erated into a case study of factional in- 
fighting and loss of direction. In this 
instance, the two companies had nation- 
al and language rivalries to surmount as 
well as underlying cultural ones. That’s not 


the case with Glaxo and SmilhKline. 
None the less, the differences are big 
enough to set the alarm bells ringin g. If 
clash of personality has saved these two 
companies from Lhe same fate as Phar- 
macia & Upjohn, then shareholders may 
have something to be thankful for after 
all. 

Perhaps the biggest mysteiy is how the 
two sides managed to get so close to the 
alter without realising their inability to 
work with one another. Glaxo Wellcome 
and SmilhKline tried once before to 
merge - about this lime last year - but the 
talks broke down before being made 
public on who would occupy the top posts. 
It was thought (bat the removal of Scan 
Lance as chief executive in waiting at 
Glaxo, had lanced that particular boil (as 
it were) and that the way had been 
cleared for marriage. Two weeks of talk- 
ing turkey has revealed otherwise. 

So how did Sir Richard Sykes and Jan 
Leschly come to make such a mistake? 
Part of the answer lies in the speed with 
which all this happened. There was 
SmilhKline in merger talks with Ameri- 
can Home Products. That was a deal that 
would have converted SmilhKline final- 
ly and fully into an American company. 
For Sir Richard, who is passionate in his 
defence of Britain's world lead in phar- 
maceuticals. Lhat was too much. A big part 
of his motivation became that of keeping 
SmilhKline British, and he rushed into a 
deal which in truth needed a much longer 
gestation period. 

Within days it became clear that the 


deal was misconceived, but there was too 
much riding on it to pull the plug. Sir 
Richard is a stubborn, often belligerent 
Yorkshireman. He was never going to work 
happily with the equally autocratic Jan 
Leschly. a go -getting, Americanised, 
Dane. 

There were wider issues too. Was it re- 
ally credible that the top, second, and third 
tier of jobs be shared equally between the 
two companies when the rationale for the 
merger was prescribed pharmaceuticals, 
where Glaxo is far bigger than SmilhK- 
line? According to insiders there was snob- 
bery and arrogance on the part of Glaxo’s 
people, who looked down their noses at 
SmhhKline’s over the counter and con- 
sumer products. Here then was the po- 
tential for wider ranging discord and 
argument. 

There may have been other matters 
too. SmilhKline is growing more strong- 
ly than Glaxo right now, but its medium 
term product pipeline is probably not as 
good and its patent protection on exist- 
ing products not as waterproof as it pre- 
tends. 

The general view in the City is that ego 
has scuppered what would have been a 
sensationally good merger with unparal- 
leled potential for new' product develop- 
ment. The truth is a good deal more 
complex and if by halting the process at 
the eleventh hour Sir Richard has caused 
executives more generally to question the 
feasibility and motives of the global 
mega-merger, he may have done every- 
one a service. But then with all those fee 


hungry investment bankers and corporate 
lawyers around, that may be expecting too 
much. 

Wounded in the 
trolley wars 

Profits warnings at Safeway have become 
a bit like buses. You wait around expect- 
ing one for ages and then several come along 

ail at once. Three in this case - and what 
corkers they have been too. Just over a year 
ago the Chy was expecting Safeway to make 
profits of more rh.nn £5 00m this financial 
year. Now those predictions have been cut 
to just £350m, a reduction of 30 per cent 

The generous view is that Saftwa/s tra- 
vails now are akin to those suffered by 
Sainsbury a couple of years ago - sluggish 
sales, problems with product availability 
and management complacency. In truth 
there are distinct differences, which may 
make it difficult for Safeway to emulate 
Sainsbuiy’s recovery. While Sainsbuiy's al- 
ways had a strong brand and a good store 
portfolio, Safeway has neither. Its brand 
name is by comparison minor league and 
its stores arc worse. 

And then there is the management. 
Colin Smith and bis team seem to be all 
at sea, casting around for ideas. David 
Webster, the chair man, and the last of the 
Gulliver triumvirate which put Argyll on 
the map. seems an increasingly peripheral 
and disinterested figure. Indeed there 
could be some significant in the fact that 
the top three in this company are all fi- 


nance directors by background, more 
u5 ^f io finan cial wizardry than the cut and 
thrust of trading in one of Britain’s most 
competitive industries. 

Tesco, by contrast, has a marketing man 
at the helm - Tfcny Leahy. Asda is run by 
a highly regarded fast moving consumer 
goods expert - Allan Leighton. Both are 
a decade younger than the Safeway top 
brass, who continue to maintain a comfy 
office in Mayfair while the real business 
is going on in Hayes. 

No wonder the company has become the 
subject of persistent bid speculation. With 
M&S ruling itself out, Asda still represents 
the most likely potential partner for Safe- 
way. But while Safeway may need Asda, it 
is not dear Asda needs Safeway. Asda might 
be able to add some value with its lower 
priced offer and more dynamic manage- 
ment. But many Safeway shops are too small 
for Asda’s non-food lines. Besides, Asda win 
pirfrin g up market share anyway with the 
number four in the pack struggling 
Even if Asda were keen, regulatory hur- 
dles could well prove insurmountable. The 
Somerfield-Kwik Save merger, which is un- 
likely to be blocked on competition grounds, 
only makes matters worse. Regulators may 
be prepared to allow one grocery merger 
through on the nod. but not two. Safeway 
faces the prospect of lagging further and 
further behind in the trolley ware - a dis- 
tant fourth to the new “Big Three." It may 
not be entirely management"’ s fau) t but the 
City won’t be forgiving aD the same. Expect 
more top level executive changes over the 
next six months. 


British Midland takes 
shock U-turn by 
launching US routes 


By Michael Harrison 


British Midland, the country’s 
second biggest scheduled air- 
line, yesterday signalled a sharp 
change in strategy by unveiling 
plans to launch transatlantic 
services to 10 US cities. 

The announcement came 
less than three months after the 
airline’s chairman. Sir Michael 
Bishop, warned of an impend- 
ing ■‘bloodbath” on the North 
Atlantic and criticised moves to 
turn Heathrow into a “bucket 
and spade airport" for the US. 

Up until now British Mid- 
land has concentrated on build- 
ing up its domestic and 
European services using its 
privileged position at 
Heathrow, where it controls 14 
per cent of all runway slots. Now 
it has applied to the Civil Avi- 
ation Authority for route li- 
cences to 10 US destinations, 
including New York, Washing- 
ton, Atlanta, Boston, Chicago, 
Los Angeles and Miami. It 
aims to start operating services 
within the next IS months with 
an initial fleet of three aircraft. 

It will take British Midland 
into direct competition on US 


routes with British Airways 
and Virgin Atlantic, the only 
two UK carriers allowed to op- 
erate scheduled services across 
the Atlantic. 

Austin Reid, British Mid- 
land's managing director. said the 
move had been driven by the im- 
pending "open skies” agree- 
ment between Britain and the US 
which will allow any airline to op- 
erate across the Atlantic. He also 
said suitable aircraft were like- 
ly to be available earlier and 
more cheaply because the Asian 
downturn was forcing carriers lo 
reschedule or defer deliveries. 

Mr Reid said British Mid- 
land would have preferred to 
complete its expansion into 
Europe before embarking on 
long-haul services but had been 
“stopped in its tracks" by the 
lack of available slots. 

In contrast, the long-awaited 
British Airways- Ameri can Air- 
lines alliance is expected to see 
up to 300 slots taken from the 
two carriers and redistributed lo 
other transatlantic operators. 

Up to five US carriers are 
expected to enter the market in 
addition to its two existing 
operators, American and Unit- 


ed Airlines. “In terms of UK pic 
that is a rather unequal equa- 
tion,” Mr Reid said. 

In contrast to a warning 
last December from his chair- 
man’s about “the air-fare war 
to end all air-fare wars" on the 
Atlantic, Mr Reid added: “We 
see significant benefits arising 
from increased competition on 
transatlantic routes and it is es- 
sential that the number of UK 
airlines servicing the market is 
increased to three." 

Mr Reid denied that British 
Midland was acting as a “stalk- 
ing horse” for SAS, the Scan- 
dinavian carrier which owns 40 
per cent of the airline. SAS is 
also a member of the Star Al- 
liance, with which Lhe BA-AA 
alliance will compete. 

He said that SAS has only 
been informed yesterday morn- 
ing of British Midland's deci- 
sion to apply for the route 
licences, though as a major 
shareholder it had been kept in- 
formed of the company’s plans 
to enter the long-haul market. 

British Midland is also 
studying the possibility of team- 
ing up with a partner when it 
enters [he US market. 







‘Open skies will lead to 
a bloodbath across the 
Atlantic. There will be 
the air-fare war to end all 
air-fare wars. We don’t want 
to see Heathrow become 
a bucket-and-spade 
airport for the US 9 

Sir Michael Bishop, chairman, 

British Midland, 8 December, 1997 


‘We see significant 
consumer benefits arising 
from increased competition 
on transatlantic routes and It 
is essential that the number 
of UK airlines serving the 
market is increased to three 9 

Austin Reid, chief executive, British 
Midland, 24 Febraury, 1998, announcing 
plans to fly to 10 US destinations 


Be prepared for euro. Brown urges 




By Diane Coyle 

Ecoriomics Editor 

GORDON BROWN, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
yesterday stressed the impor- 
tance of being ready for the start 
of the single European currency 
on 1 January 1999 even though 
the Government has postponed 
British entry. “We must be 
ready to get the most from it for 
Britain," he told MPs, re- 
affirming the Government’s 
po&y of enthusiasm in principle 
but caution in practice. 

The Chancellor's evidence 
before the Tfeasury Committee 
of the House of Commons gen- 
erated excitement when 

Quentin Davies, a Tiny Eun>en- 
thusiast, accused the Govern- 
ment of “running away from 
taking a decision” because of 


pressure from Rupert Murdoch 
and his stable of newspapers. 

But Mr Brown denied the 
charge that his five economic 
tests for British membership 
were a pretence. “Other coun- 
tries have been preparing for 
monetary union for almost six 
years now. We have not made 
those preparations," he said, ex- 
plaining the decision to stay out 
of the first wove. 

The Chancellor refused to 
answer repeated questions 
about whether the UK would 
be prepared to veto the mem- 
bership of any other country 
which did not meet the strict 
letter of the Maastricht criteria 
for membership. 

“Over a period of time there 
have been considerable ad- 
vances," he said, asked about 
whether all those countries 


which wanted to join would 
meet the targets for the levels 
of budget deficits and debt set 
out in the treaty. 

Britain, which holds the EU 
presidency, would look carefully 
ai the reports from the European 
Commission and European 
Monetary Institute next month. 
Mr Brown said. He refused to be 
drawn on which countries he 
thought would qualify. 

The Chancellor emphasised 
the practical preparations that 
would be needed before the UK 
could join and the need for sus- 
tainable economic convergence. 
He confirmed it would be pos- 
sible for companies to have their 
shares quoted and to pay taxes 
in euros from next January. 

Mr Brown said the UK and 

other European countries had an 
agenda of economic reform 


ahead of them. The angle cur- 
rency would satisfy his test on jobs 
- one of the five set out by the 
Treasury - if this programme of 
structural reform was under way 
by early in the next parliament- 
separate ly, Helen Liddell. 
Economic Secretary to the 
Treasury, launched a green 
paper on the future of official 
statistics. The paper set out four 
options for an independent 
national statistical service. 

Ms Liddell said there were 
widespread doubts about the va- 
lidity of many statistics, and the 
Government attached the great- 
est importance to improving 
their integrity. The option under 
which some departments would 
keep control of their statistics, 
subject to an independent com- 
mission or governing board, 
looks the most likely outcome. 




Funds warn on Budget high-rate 
tax hit threat to pension saving 


By Andrew Verity 


PENSION funds yesterday fired 
a shot across lhe Treasury's bows 
amid mounting speculation that 
the Government wQ] slash tax 
relief for higher-rate taxpayers 
in the forthcoming Budget. 

The National Association of 
Pension Funds, whose members 
control £350bn of employees' 
savings, is warning that a cut 
would prompt both employers 
and employees to flock away 
from pension saving. A higher- 
rate taxpayer who pays £60 to 
a pension currently receives an 
extra £40 in higher-rate tax 
relief. A basic-rate taxpayer 
making the same payment sees 
just £23 going in to a scheme. 

The extra tax relief for higher- 
irate payers costs the Treasury 


£80Gm a year, prompting specu- 
lation that Gordon Brown, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
will limit tax relief to the baric rate 
of tax in his 27 Match Budget. 

The NAPF warned that a cut 
would “torpedo" schemes to 
which 8 million workers belong, 
Peter Murray, NAPF chair man, 
said: “Employers who provide 
occupational pension schemes 
win put up with only so much be- 
fore they decide it is no longer 
worth the cost and hassle of cop- 
ing with constant change.” 

Employees making pay- 
ments from their own pay would 
be worse off than those in non- 
contributory schemes. An 
employee earning £40.000 
contributing 5 per cent would 
see a reduction in take-home pay 
of £340 a year. 


Greenspan sees moderate 
growth as Asia crisis bites 

The Federal Reserve forecasts moderate and balanced US 
growth this year with the fall-out from Asia keeping infla- 
tion in check. Fed chairman Alan Greenspan said yesterday, 
suggesting the Fed may leave borrowing costs unchanged for 
some time to come. While 1998 began with considerable mo- 
mentum, the Fed expects growth of 2-2.75 percent this year, 
as the effects of Asia's crisis start to be felt. However, given 
the economy’s exemplary performance so late into an ex- 
pansion, the forecasts are “more tentative than usual", Mr 
Greenspan said. 

Holiday opening for Liffe 

The London International Financial Futures Exchange 
(Liffe) is to open for business on May 4, the May Day bank 
holiday, because of a crunch EU meeting scheduled for the 
weekend of May 3 and 4, at which the EU will decide which 
countries wQ] be induded in EMU’s first wave. Daniel Hodson. 
Liffe’s chief executive, said: “Given the importance of the 
meeting and its impact on financial markets, it is Liffe’s in- 
tention that the exchange will meet market needs by open- 
ing for trading on the Bank Holiday." 

JP Morgan to cut jobs 

JP Morgan, the US investment bank, is lo fire around 700 
employees, or nearly 5 per cent of its work force, in an attempt 
to boost profitability. The layoffs, the majority of which will 
be in the bank’s Asian operations, will begin immediately. 
The cuts are likely to be accompanied by a one-off sever- 
ance-related charge in the first quarter. In an internal com- 
pany memo, Douglas Warner, the bank's chairman and chief 
executive, also raised the possibility of a merger with another 
firm, although he concluded: “It remains our conviction lhat 
no strategic merger yet envisioned matches the promise of 
our own growth strategy if we execute it successfully." 

Siebe buys software supplier 

Engineering group Siebe is buying Wonderware. a supplier 
of Microsoft Windows-based software for the industrial au- 
tomation market, for £228m to broaden its software prod- 
uct line. Wonderware makes software for Microsoft's 
Windows operating system that helps companies such as Coca- 
Cola control and monitor factory processes. . 

Standard investment house 

Standard Life, lhe life assurer, is to form a new investment 
house. The new company. Standard Life Investment Man- 
agement, will be run as a separate business within the Stan- 
dard Life Group. Standard Life, which has been gradually 
building up its investment management business over Lhe Iasi 
four years, saidit was “ready to compete with the established 
players in fund management". Sandy Crombie, currently group 
chief investment manager, will become chief executive of the 
new subsidiary. 

Capita targets recruitment 

Capita, the fast-expanding outsourcing group, yesterday said 
it expected human resources to be its next area for growth. The 
company, which has already won numerous lucrative ommnr ring 
deals in local and central government, is offering companies 
a foil range of services ranging from recruitment to paymll man. 
agemenL Rod Aldridge, chairman, said yesterday that companies 
increasingly view these activities as peripheral “Obviously staff 
are core for most companies, but many are realising they don’t 
need to ooatral the recruitment process," he said. His comments 
came as Capita reported a 49 per cent increase in pre-tax profits 
to £27.9m on turnover up 55 per cent at £173m. 
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Serna’s rating is 
hard to justify 


Skills head wants tougher 
regime on qualifications 

* _ crvdfi 


foots'* 


PROFITS up 28 per cent to £64Jm, 
shares down 15p to 1885p: nothin cuukl 
better illustrate the inflated expectations 
mtbeinfuniiatim 

investois 1 reaction to Sana’s results. And 
who can blame them? 

The shares, which have risen by 
43 per cent since the beginning of 
December, now trade on a multiple of 
41 times the forecast for this year's 
«ammgs by broker Credit Suisse First 
Boston. Sema is growing quickly, but 
fs ft ex pend i ng fast enough to justify that 
kind of rating? 

Pierre Boneili, Serna’s chief execu- 
tive,^ would like you to think so. He points 
to the company’s swelling order book 
- bolstered just last week by a five-year 
£305m deal to take over the running of 
the Benefits Agency’s medical services 
division. Then there’s the contribution 
from recent acquisitions, which chipped 
in operating profits of £4.5 m on sales 
of £75.6m. Mr Boneili also thinks 
there's room to improve profit margins 
from their current levels. 

Finally, there’s the potential to ex- 
pand in the US - a move that was ruled 
out until the middle of last year because 
US regulators deemed Serna to be a 
subsidiary of Paribas, the French bank 
which is one of its major shareholders. 

That said, there are plenty of 
reasons to be sceptical. For one, Serna’s 
underlying growth rate is not as mar- 
vellous as the headline figures suggest 
Strip out currencies and acquisitions, 
and turnover was up 14 per cent last 
year - creditable, no doubt hut not 
spectacular in this booming industry. 
Admiral, Serna’s smaller rival, yester- 
day reported a 29 per cent increase in 
turnover, with no contribution from ac- 
quisitions at alL 

On margin ^ too, Sema falls short 
Admiral's operating margins increased 
to 14.5 per cent last year. Serna’s edged 
up to just 6 per cent. Although the com- 
pany is aiming to increase its return on 
sales, higher R&D- spending on its 
software products' win also push up costs. 

Then there is the US. Sema dearly 
needs an acquisition, but seems con- 
fused about what to aim for. Mr 
Boneili reckons there are several op- 
tions: buy a series of smaller product 
companies, splash out up to Slbn 
(£6 10m) on a Sema lookalike, spend 
a similar amount on a company spe- 
cialising in, say, telecoms, or get into 
the market through outsourcing con- 
tracts. All that’s dear is that Sema still 
has to make up its mind 
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In the meantime, Sema will have to 
keep on hiring sraiff. The company 
needs to take on 1,000 wc deers this year 
to handle all the work, and will need 
another 1,000 to replace die odes who 
leave for jobs elsewhere. Mr Boneili 
doesn’t seem to think this is a problem. 
But as rival Logics found to its cost last 
year, the market is unforgiving about 
slips in this particular area. 

Let's be dear. Sema is a qualify com- 
pany. It's well managed, its track 
record is admirable, it’s in a fast- 
growing industry, and the opportuni- 
ties for future growth are 
mouth-watering. But lemming-like 
buying by British fond managers in 
recent months means that its share 
price valuation is now completely out 
of kilter with any reasonable assessment 
of its prospects. 

Given the real possibility of drills 
shortages restraining growth or of 
Sema overpaying for an acquisition in 
the US, all the risks on the downside. 
Sell. 


NatWest has yet 
more problems 


IN THE normal coarse of things, a 
company’s board tries to put the best 
possible spin on annual results. In cor- 
porate-speak, “excellent progress” 
tends to mean "satisfactory” to you or 
me, and when Mr or Mrs Chief Exec- 
utive says “satisfactorf, it's usually safe 
to assume things haven’t gone quite as 
well as planned. 

What to make, then, of NatWesf s 
annual results, published yesterday 
and described variously by its man- 
agement team as '‘poor”, “disappoint- 
ing” and “dreadful”? Well, in this 
particular case, investors would be 
wise if they were to believe the hype. 
Pre-tax profits for the year to Decem- 
ber dropped fay 10 per cent to fl.Obn, 
largely because of last year’s dAAde at 
NatWest Markets (NWM), the group's 
investment banking arm. NWM turned 


in a pre-tax toss of £706m, compared 
to a small profit of £98m in 1996. 

The relatively mfld reaction in the 
City - N at West shares finished the day 
down 21 p at 1104p - was due to the feet 
that everybody had been well prepared 
for the NWM hit When NatWest an- 
nounced the sale, of its equities oper- 
ations last year, it also warned that 
NWM was going to put a sfceable bole 
in its 1997 figures. 

If it were simply the case that 
NatWest had now washed its bands of 
an expensive mistake - namely its equity 
business -and that the things elsewhere 
were hunky-dory, investors would have 
every reason to feel upbeat Unfortu- 
nately for Nat Wist, things do not seem 
quite SO dear-cut. Yesterda/s results con- 
tained some worrying signs that, outside 

the group's core UK bank, there could 
be more pain in store for shareholders 
in the months to come. 

Courts, the private banking arm, had 
a particularly bad time. Its pretax prof- 
its slumped fay 72 per cent to £29m, 

following over-hasty US expansion. The 
picture wasn’t much better at Gaitmare, 
the fund manager, and Greenwich 
Naflftfest, the former NWM debt business. 

Gartmore lost a series of high-pro- 
file institutional accounts during the year, 
aDd business at Greenwich NatWst was 
hit by uncertainty surrounding NatWesf s 
future strategy for NWM. Neither is it 
dear where Nat West's corporate advi- 
sory boutiques now fit into the group’s 
strategy, given that part of the rationale 
for buying diese businesses was that they 

generated synergies with the apwdeftmtf 
equities aim. 

Shareholders can take some conso- 
lation from the performance of the UK 
h ank, which saw pre-tax profits surge by 
almost SO per cent to £962m. With a 
wide-ranging r atwwatiRatinn and mod- 
ernisation programme now weQ under- 
way, the UK bank should continue to 
increase its profits to the years to come. 

Given the worries over NatWesf s 
non-core businesses, why has the stock 
soared in recent months? The answer 
is quite simple: because of hopes that 
sozoe other bank will come along and 
put NatWest out of its misery. The 
banking sector has been rife with 
merger Turnouts of late, many of them 
centring on NatWest But given its 
recent attempts to dispel rumours of 
an up-and-coming deal with arch-rival 
Barclays, these hopes look increasingly 
desperate. Unless a concrete bid ma- 
terialises, the shares will probably 
slide. Estimates from Salomon Smith 
Barney put NatWest on forward p/e of 
around 16, making it look pricey com- 
pared to the rest of the banking sec- 
tor. Steer dear. 


By Barrie Clement 

Labor Editor 


BRIXMN’S new skills u o&r” has 
attacked the present qualifica- 
tions system for being wide open 
to abuse. Chris Humphries, who 

has just been appointed to lead 
the Government's training task- 
force, believes there should be 
a much tougher regime to reas- 
sure emp loyers about the qual- 
ity of National Vocational 
Qualifications (NVQs). 

His call comes as the Gov- 
ernment today prepared to 
launch its proposals fora uni- 
versity for industry. 

Mr Humphries, currently 
chief executive of the TEC Na- 
tional Council, wfll combine 
his part-time job at the taskforce 


with his oew post, asdteaor 

general of the British Giambets to t there stouW 
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Arriva set to 
expand Dutch 
bus operations 


Ewart receives fifth bid 
approach in two days 


ARRIVA, the transport group, 
yesterday flagged the prospect 
of further expansion in Europe, 
as it unveiled record pre-tax 
profits fuelled by recent bus 
acquisitions. 

Gordon Hodgson, chief ex- 
ecutive, said Arriva was in talks 
with an unnamed party about 
expanding its Dutch bus oper- 
ations and was upbeat about a 
deal being struck soon. 

“Tklks are under way and 1 
would be disappointed if some- 
thing did rot happen as a result,” 
said the Arriva boss. He said the 
finance department had been 
busy lining up £100m worth of 
financing to fund expansion. 

Arriva, which recently 
changed its name from Cbwie 
Group, fleshed out its expan- 
sionist ambitions after report- 
ing record year pre-tax profits 
of £101m, a rise of 24 per cent. 

Turnover at the bus to motor 
retailing group rose to £1.42bu 
and the annual dividend was 
135pper share. Shares rose 13p 
to close at 376 Jp. 

The main aim for the com- 
ing year was to build operations 
in Europe after becoming “one 
of Europe's top five private bus 
operators”, Mr Hodgson said. 
A move into rail for the first 
time was a natural transition. 


TOE acrimonious battle for con- 
trol of Ewart, the Belfast-based 
property group, took a bizarre 
twist yesterday when the com- 
pany received its fifth bid ap- 
proach in the space of two days. 

The company revealed it 
was considering a “bona fide ap- 
proach from a substantial UK 
jfrfari company” that might lead 
to a takeover offer. The news 
tam e after two rival companies. 
Moyne and Dunloe House, 
each put in two bids. 

On Monday. Brian O’Con- 
nor, Ewart chairman, urged 
shareholders to accept a 75p-a- 
share offer from Dunloe House, 


an Irish property developer. A 
majority of independent board 
members then said they bad 
agreed to accept a 79 p-a-sbare 
offer from Moyne, a shelf com- 
pany created for the bid by 
drinks entrepreneur Paul Hunt. 
The chief executive at one stage 
threatened to take legal action 
against Mr O’Connor. . 

Yesterday Moyne upped its 
bid to 81p a share, an offer that 
was matched by DuuJoe House. 

In a statement, Ewait said 
the new mystery offer matched 
the existing offers and would 
also provide a paper alternative 
at a “tangibly higher level”. 
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We cut out the middleman 

We sdl to you dna because. «tth no 
mjdcfcnan. it means lows prices (or you. 
Our own fhotamm staff wfw spectates only 
in PC systems sene you dlrecdy and can^ve 
you better advice to enable you to seta* the 
right system. 

We desi^i our PCs to be 
future-proof 

We nuke a8 the PCb we sefi in Britain and 
cai mcocporate the blest PC tedmolos to 
ebe you better spedkarions. Systems are 
designed » be eas8y upgradeable so that 
theywffl grow wh you and not become 
Outdated. 

Tty before you buy 

VS* yew local showroom and take a doser 
look at the quaky and perionnance c( our 
systems. Rdi-op our PC Buyers Gtdde and 
speak m mr staff who wfl give sound 
speaafctadwce. in Jarpon-free plain oteWl 

We get you started 

Our PCs are pre<nnBgnre<i and ready lor use 
with pretended software, amply plug in ad 
s**Dcfi on. Qa-unfcjoe W mtwteVHSwfeo 

trainer and user guide cows all aspects of 
normal PC usaff and you can watch it and 
leant from It at your om pace and at times 

convenient id you. 

10 years of service and 
support 

Our seevioe b also drect and we have bexn 
senfng customers for w 1 0 yearn. Who else 
can prcMde the best service but the people 
who designed and bufft your PC Each store 
has trained tedmfctms and at m-saxe 
service came in addition to direct hotffne 
tefephooe support. 

Money back guarantee 

Buy with ccoIldaKc with complete peace of 
■rdnd. We be&nc oiw products, services and 
prices mpeesent the best whe In the UK. ff 
you are not happy lor whatever reason, you 
can return jow PC to us w*hjn Udayskua 
Mn^indoclutSngdeCaefyoosJs. 
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HOTELS AND RESORTS 
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Family PC" 
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Family PC" 


processor wkh MMX' ^ 
Bdnobjjr 
' 32HbRAM 
'OGbftaiddsk 
1 38k Voice modem 

1 MxMAXGOflOil 
1 aaw B Me fU flaowd 
1 4»lh as Advanced Graphics 
wing sysam RAM 
1 14“ SVGA colour sowan 
(15* opaonalMra) 

1 BM (SOU apeach racogrNon 
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The Independent and Independent on Sunday have 
joined forces with Inter-Continental Hotels to offer readers 
a unique 2 for 1 weekend promotion. Available at a selec- 
tion of hotels in the UK and Europe, rates for these special 
weekends include breakfast for 2 each morning and ail tax- 
es and service charges. This fantastic 2 for Ideal, which rep- 
resents a SOS saving on the usual weekend rates, is available 
exclusively to Independent readers, and is on offer every Fri- 
day; Saturday and Sunday from now right through until the 
end of April 1998. 


to stay and tefephone the Inter-Continental Central Reservation 
office on 0181 847 2277. Callers should quote The Independent 
Weekend Promotion’ when making their booking. On your ar- 
rrval at the hotel you should present your tokens in order to qual- 
ify. All bookings are subject to availability 


procassor w«h MUX tactmtogy 

Mate RAM 

ft^GfabsTOdek 

58k Vbes modem 

aecMAXCDTOM 

3D vAMBUe sound 

8Mb Ml AGP «23D papNcB 

IBP SVGA colour man 

(17* Opoorwl BOB) 

tSH GOLD speech raoogmen 


HOW TO BOOK 

Simply collect 4 out of the 7 tokens we will be printing every 
day until Friday 27th February Choose the dates that you want 


EASTER BONUS 

As an extra bonus tor Independent readers, these amazing 
weekend rates will be available throughout the Easter period at 
the London and Edinburgh hotels. The 2 for 1 deal (or 4 for 2 
during Easter) will be on offer for a period of five nights, start- 

!ncluTive 7liUrSday ^ Apr ' 1 nQht throu0h to Monday 13th April 
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■ OwUJOO software busts 
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tEE PRINTER 


799 


FflW Rmn Styks Color 
300 colour Kcltf prfew. 
Kgher spec Epson Styfo 
^ Color 400 wshM-2 
mooee, 

raqwsdPCcabta 


• Omrt800salbnrebundb 

• Hctwcrx O rHy Bone 

• 90 tenu»VHS video taw 
> ymSOOOeorftara 

• A1Xn«SitaMrw*dDandsnl 

team 

• 14D«y monay bsdt gwate 

- Big Bpm 300 octaf pnte 
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Hotel iBter-CoBthKOta] 

London***** 

Located jnst off Park Lane, overlooking Hyde 
Park Corner and Bodangbam Palace Gardens. With 
458 elegantly decorated bedrooms and soilcs, a fab- 
nkos French RestaunmL infbttnal coffee shop and 
modern health chib and gym. the hotel boasts all 
the services and facilities you would expect from 
ooe of the capital's premier bolds. A brand new 
Chib IntcT -Continental executive Door h> being 
launched to March. 

Rate (per room per weekend) £189 


£938 
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£1291 
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May Fair later-Cooiincatal 

London****- 

On Stratton Street, this five star deluxe hotel 
is perfect for rcanhing ibe Bond Street shops, roy- 
al parks, theatres and gaUcries. 1 1 offers superb ac- 
oommodation and facilities induding a stylish, 
qxac n yo ra iyresBxaanl.Opusiq popular cafe, tra- 
diliona] pub aodwpWsticalcd piano bar. Its health 
dnb boosts a swimming pool. gym. saunas and so- 
larium. 

Raicfper room per weekend) £195 



Elegance and comfort at The George 
Inten-ContinentaJ, Edinburgh 


teBnmd OnaMm wteteW 
MoaMte- wtew* l»te> W 
HtfwMCt pKnaytoCrtorroo 
cakxrpnr. 
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CbatrJtin lteer-C ondo e u t al 

London***** 

Id Ponman Square in the centre of tbc Wesj 


End with tbc Oxford Street just two mmuletwalk. 
Recently renovated to the highest standards. Uu? 

stunning Churchill Inicr-Conlinenta! boasts luxu- 

nous uxoaunodaiuo. a sapnb nstauranL Ocmen- 
hnes odd a new Churchill Bar & Cigar Don n. 
Guests have the use of a private tennis court just 
opposite (he hold. 

Rasper room per weekend) £189 


EXEC Models B uy How^- PayA iigi^t *98 

FW«^^nnMnctefa4te>gwmm'n^i6yW^teMBSoapfonimimwoa} INTEREST FREE CREDIT 

wtewo.aijwteyteO^W-BMate.W. -- — prr.iitn a m 

^^t*?****’ ****»*«'*»*■& •rar.wo-aa.tra S2SS!«y5cS» A/ 

^iiiiBisn mm Om 

i m kss&j R3 r*e.| Fffj Wm nmaaaWHiawteswswaUiwnurtvisuwiew 

■ jfcj m fan IBP' nj Ub 3 r*W 1 .9 ! ■ 

1-^3 Hn JR Wlm LSCl I™ ITn HU oiBSMt 

-3 LBij i=s3g BUI EBl t 1 w w -* am w o w awi 


The Forum Hotel London 
Pfcrkvtiy situated dose to Uie shopping area of 
and liighisbridgt Whh 27 fkns, many 
ofthe hoteLs U 10 bedrooms and suites enjoy superb 
^r the London skyline. A wide cbofcecrf 
aDli h bar3 . ind “‘te Gloucester Road 
DcUwuhks auth^ -New York’ annosphew and 
the Kensington Garden Caf6. 

Rate(per roam per weekend) £129 

Tbe George Inter -Continental 
fidinbnrgh 

This firM class hotel occupies a r^__ 

lar dining hulls in Edinburgh. 

R^lcfpcr room per weekend) £109 
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Freephone Time Now! 
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Footsie recovers from merger breakdown shock 


market report 



DEREK PAIN 


THE STOCK market sur- 
vived the collapse of the 
world’s biggest merger with- 
out Deeding any shock treat- 
ment. In early trading Footsie 
was off 117.9 points. By the 
close the fall had been cut to 
51-8 at 5.651. 

Yet Glaxo Wellcome and 
SmithKline Beecham were 
responsible for a 75.1 points 
decline. So if the falling out 
of the two drug giants was 
stripped out of the calculation 
Footsie would have ended in 
the black, up 23 3. 

Glaxo crashed 247p (after 
314p) to l,657p and SB 83p 
(after 102p) to 724p. When 
the drug-induced delirium 
first hit the market Glaxo 
jumped to l,9S3p and SB to 
845p. Glaxo is near its pre- 
merger price; SB. which had 
been buoyed by its aborted 
deal with American Home 
Products, is 56p below its 
level Mien the Glaxo deal was 
announced. 

The market also had to 
contend with the poor resulis 


from National Westminster 
Bank (off 21p at l,104p) and 
another trollyful of woe from 
Safeway (9.5p down at 
355.5p). 

The breakdown of the 
world’s biggest merger, which 
would have created a £100bn 
drugs behemoth, sent shock 
waves through early trading. 
But although turnover in the 
two thwarted drug groups 
was heavy the market quickly 
swung round to the view that 
the various bid permutations 
bad, if anything, increased. 

The fact that the merger 
had been killed by a person- 
ality clash rather than any ac- 
countancy or drug problems 
also helped sentiment. 

The stock shortage was 
another factor. Shares are 
now in short supply. The rush 
of share buybacks and the ten- 
dency to use cash, rather than 
equity, in takeovers has low- 
ered the share pool at a time 
when many fund managers, 
after two years on the side- 
lines, are scrambling to build 


their portfolios. An upheaval 
of the Glaxo/SB variety is, 
therefore, a blessing to 
equity-short fund managers. 

With the cull of Lhe 
merger still very strong there 
was hardly time for the 
Glaxo/SB last rites before 
the speculation resumed. The 
market opted for an old 
favourite - money shares and 
in particular insurances. 

The globalisation argu- 
ment applies to financials as 
well as drugs. And with three 
insurers reporting today the 
temptation to alight again on 
the sector proved irresistible. 

Commercial Union, GRE 
and General Accident were in 
the frame. A deal involving 
any two of the three was the 
popular guess as G A climbed 
S3p to l,455p; GRE 20.75p to 
440.75p and CU 24p to 
l.!30p. 

Other takeover candidates 
were pressed into service. 
Reckitt & Colman, with 
Unilever the alleged predator, 
jumped 42p to l,105p and 


Standard Chartered (again) 
16p to 758p. 

Away from bid speculation 
BAT Industries rose 17p tOi 
598p with Dresdner KJeinwort 
Benson suggesting a 668p 
target, and a Goldman Sachs 
upgrading helped Cadbniy 
Schweppes 13.5p higher to 
77 Op, a peak. 

Utilities were depressed by 
fears of a tougher reguiatoiy 



climate. Severn TVeut under- 
lined worries that the Gov- 
ernment may clamp down 
next month on profits and div- 
idends at an analysts’ pre- 
sentation. United Utilities fell 
30p to 772p; Thames Water 
18p to 847p and PowerGen 
Up to 81 2p. Severn TVent 
sank 16p to 902p. Morgan 
Stanley is cautious on the 
sector. 

SkyePharma gained 7-5p 
to 615p following a link with 
SmithKline over its Paxil 
treatment for nervous disor- 
ders. SG Securities sees 
SkyePharma moving into 
profits with a £33m outcome 
next year and £50m in the year 
2 , 000 . 

Scotia fell 30p to 322J£p 
after a licence application 
was withdrawn. 

Wolverhampton & Dudley 

Breweries firmed to 497-5p 
after buying back 1-5 million 
shares at 49Sp. 

Manchester Utd. the best 
performing football share, 
discovered that being top of 


the Premiership is not enough 
to bolster its investment ap- 
peal, The shares fell 4p to 
141 p, lowest for more than a 
year. Still any investor (or 
supporter) who backed the 
1991 flotation is still sitting on 
a handsome profit. The issue 
price was around 18p. 

MSB International, an IT 
group, gained 35p to 807.5 p 
as Merrill Lynch started re- 
searching the company with a 
buy recommendation. 

Dudley Jenkins, a mailing 
group, said it did not know 
any reason for the strength of 
its shares and replaced a 
22J>p gain with a 12p fall. 
DRS Data said there was no 
“under lying reason” for the 
weakness of its shares; they 
promptly reduced a 4-5p fall, 
ending 2p off at 1 6p. 

Delyn, on the arrival of the 
Rubin family with 25.04 per 
cent, rose lOp to 127_5p, and 
Leslie Wise, where the pri- 
vately owned Joe Bloggs is 
said to hover, hardened a 
further 2p to 16p. 


TAKING STOCK 

Shares of BBA. the engineer, 
have under-performed yet, 
points out stockbroker Greig 
Middleton, it has little Far 
Eastern exposure and 
sterling’s strength is often 
offset. It sees profits 
improving £12m to £153m 
last year and reaching 
£174m this year. The shares 
were little changed at 4l!3p. 

Deep Sea Leisure rose 5p to 
320p, a high. The shares 
have climbed from 1673p in 
the past three months, 
prompting predictable 
stories that a predator is 
eyeing the group. DSL 
operates an aquarium in 
North Queens ferry, Scotland, 
and is near to opening 
another between Chester and 
Ellesmere Port. 

Nat Solomon, former chief of 
pleasurama and Tottenham 
Hotspur, has become 
chairman of Ofex-traded 
Distinctive Leisure, a 
little pnbs group. He has 
acquired 500,000 shares 
(1.7 per cent) at 3p. The 
Ofex price is 2-5p. 
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Racing libel case: QCs for both plaintiffs and defendants make their summing up speeches. Greg Woo d reports 

‘Sordid, squalid, 
seedy, stains like 
the Swaffham must 
be scrubbed dean’ 

. QC for The Sporting Life 



Thompson has 

' - - ■ 

been trapped by 


his own deceit. He 


is a name-dropper’ 



THE SWAFFHAM Handicap ai 
Newmarket in 1995 was yesterday de- 
scribed as a “sordid, squalid and seedy 
slain” on racing's integrity, as coun- 
sel made their closing addresses to the 
jury in the libel action brought bv Jack 
Ramsdeo, his wife Lynda and Kieren 
Fallon, the champion jockey, against 
The Sporting Life newspaper. 

The description formed pan of the 
final rhetorical flourish of Richard 
Hartley QC, representing The Sport- 
ing Life . He insisted that Fallon had 
deliberately “pulled” Top Cees. the 
favourite, in the Swaffham. on the or- 
ders of Jack Ramsden, and that The 
Life had thus been justified in de- 
scribing the Ramsdens as “cheats" fol- 
lowing Top Cees" easy success in the 
Chester Cup three weeks later. 

Hartley said the evidence given by- 
Derek Thompson, a presenter with 
Channel 4 Racing, was “crucial". 
Thompson testified that Fallon had ad- 
mitted to him, during a conversation 
in the Old Plough Ion near Newmar- 


ket a few hours after the Swaffham. 
that he had pulled Top Cees because 
Jack Ramsdcn had ordered him to. 

“The idea that Mr Thompson came 
here willingly to lie lo you is grotesque." 
Hartley told the juiy. “He did not want 
to come. It may be suggested that he 
came here to save his career, but the 
very opposite is the truth. Mr Thomp- 
son came to the court in the certain 
knowledge that his evidence would 
harm his career. Mr Fallon admitted 
being in the inn and talking to Mr 
Thompson. We suggest that .after at 
least three vodka and tonics, his tongue 
was loosened and he told the troth.” 

It was. Hartley said, a case of “Mr 
Fallon’s word against Mr Thomp- 
son’s". Bui could they, he asked, be- 
lieve the jockey, who “agreed he has 
an appalling record at the Jockey 
Gub," and had "admitted that he lied 
to the Jockey Gub over hLs failure to 
turn up for a ‘previous hearing." 
Why, he asked, had Miimo been so 
“desperate lo discredit Mr Thomp- 


Ri chard Hartley QC 

son with endless questions about his 
tipping line? Because he knows this 
evidence is the key which unlocks the 
door to what really happened in the 
paddock at Newmarket." 

Hartley said the conviction ofTbrn 
Garke. Tlie Sporting Life’s editor, that 
the article was true “shone through his 
evidence”. Further, he said, “you may 
ask whether anyone on the plaintiff's 
side expressed any real affection for the 
sport. Mr Ramsden dearly secs it mere- 
ly as a betting medium." 

The Ramsdens. he said, had “told 
so many lies and half-troths, and con- 
tradicted themselves so many limes, 
that you may think Walter Scott had 
them in mind wheD he wrote: “Oh 
what n tangled web we weave, when 
once we practise to deceive." Hartley 
concluded by saying Lhat "people love 
racing for all sorts of reasons, and they 
all want it to prosper, but it can only 
do so if its integrity stays intact and if 
sordid, squalid and seedy stains like the 
Swaffham arc scrubbed dean.” 


THE CENTREPIECE of the closing 
address by Patrick Miimo QC, rep- 
resenting the Ramsdens and Fallon, 
was an attack on the credibility of 
Derek Thompson’s evidence. 

“The starting point," Miimo said, 
“is that the scale of improbability of 
Derek Thompson's tale being true is 
quite monumcmaL What Kiercn Fal- 
lon was doing, according to Mr 
Thompson, was confessing to a very’ 
serious breach of the rules by himself 
and by his employers, perhaps even 
amounting to criminal conduct. It 
could certainly ruin his career. Derek 
Thompson is not a friend or even an 
acquaintance, and he knew he was 
connected with the media. Surely he 
was the last person you would want 
to know if you had done something 
like that.” 

Miimo argued that Thompson 
"has been trapped by his own deceit". 
He said that this was “entirely in keep- 
ing with the character of the man. He 
is a name-dropper who likes people 


to think he is friendly with everyone. 
You can imagine him telling people 
the next day that his good friend 
Kieren Fallon had told him that he’d 
stopped Top Cees. He no doubt 
thought it the end of the matter, leav- 
ing his reputation as a man who knows 
everything slightly enhanced." 

The libel action, however, pre- 
sented Thompson with "an unwel- 
come choice. He either had to put his 
hands up and say to his colleagues, 
‘sorry, what I told you was untrue', or 
stick to his story whatever the con- 
sequences. He at least would be 
okay." The presenter, Miimo said, was 
"someone who practises deception, 
albeit of a minor kind, day by day". 

Miimo said that the jury had not 
heard “from a single punter or ordi- 
nary racegoer", but rather “a suc- 
cession of journalists and Channel 4 
Racing team members, all assisting 
each other". The article, he said, was 
"an illustration of the power and ar- 
rogance of the press and related roe- 


Patridk Miimo QC 


dia. They decide the agenda, who is 
guilty and not guilty of misconduct, 
and we must accept it from them.” 
The Ramsdens, Miimo said, had 
been “crucified by the media and The 
Sporting Life,” and it was one of the 
jury’s tasks “to see that this kind of 
abuse of power is not permitted." 

Of the plaintiffs, he said: “You 
must ask yourselves if Lynda Rams- 
den came across as a conspirator in 
a murky and devious world of pulling 
horses.” Jack Ramsden, he said, had 
been "an open and candid witness", 
who “did not shirk for a moment" 
from full disclosure of his gambling 
activities. Fallon, meanwhile, had 
made no attempt to “duck the issue” 
of his poor disciplinary record. “He 
is now the champion jockey, con- 
tracted to one of flie country's most 
famous trainers, Henry CeciL Do you 
thin k be would have reached those 
heights by pulling horses?” 

It is a question which the jury will 
be asked to answer today. 
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DESEHT CHALLENGER (27) [Anftne Fre^t Sowes Lid) J Jenkm 6 O 12 — .SFoxV 
MAZ1RAH (28) IMctad Audeofl H Cuts 7 ID 11 — — Mr U Appleby 

BiiiDomeitrsiinffiuiuMni ir'b.imTiu .ipiMi 


) (RR Ledger) R Ledger DOB . 


Ms N Lodger B 

- J Leech 

17 . DGeaegher 

..J Mages (3) 

!»6 D JMoftm 

»5 A Iwlne (7) 

.. B Fenton 


H 40UPG0 SMUGGLER'S POtNT (USA) (14) (D) (Ms V R Horn) J Bridger 8 X) 5 A Maguire B 

12 LHXED MINGUS (USA) (7) (C E Grcwr) R Buckfer Tl t) 0 MG Baines (7) 

a /55-PO biallen (13) (Paw JAfeni Mrs L Jewel ouo JRKnmgh 

-tSdectond- 

Mmmtan weight fOst True henOcsp Wjigte: Mingus 5kB Sh Emafcwi ft* m 
BETTING: 5-2 MflnounL 32 Country iHjpjin, 6-1 Camcol, 7-1 Sataman, 6-1 AM Sob IL 10-1 
Jovtal Men, Pettangh, 12-1 Hawthorne Glen, 14-1 Cheeky Chortle, 16-1 Copper Cod. Srnuggtert 
PoW.20-1 other* 

1997. lAntoun 7 10 13 D Bndgwa» 5-1 (Y McGoremj 8 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

MILLUOUNT e 4blutfipr than when caj&il by Pealngs n a 16-ntoner ccrrftional Jock- 
eys' handcap at Ascot two weeta aga but meets same exposed handcappers on a 
couse which euts her - her two (VOvxxjs wins havB been gained here over ths dstance. 
The Ascot form was nothing special, but the fra four puled 12 lengths dear aid Mi- 
mount stays weL She unseated her rider at the frst in the Windsor handcap won by 
Ivor& Flutter, but cannot be blamed for that because ahe wea bumped by another horse. 
Fifth of M in that race was Jovial Man. who had previously rui Smith Too to a neck 
over 3m at Kampfon. He runs here oH a 4«j hi^rer martt and has top wagW tor hfc trou- 
ble. Caracol Is up 5b for hs narrow defeat of Come On Penny over a shorter trip at 
Fonlwel and looks vifrienibie this Urre, because his two wns last season rested in a 
iGfa afevadon n the handcap. Country lhrquln, second to Maryjo at Plumptaa can reach 
the frame while Peltaugh b held by Mkraunt on ther nming beMfxnbnpaeo at Kemp- 
ion (3m), but pited too hard that day. Selection: MLLMQUNT 


4.10 


TENTERDEN MAIDEN HUNTER CHASE (CLASS H) 


2.40 


Geflwi]TKeddy7t)0 G Upton B 

s)JR0eH0t>O. Michael ftmman (3) 

-20 declared - 

Ifintnun mwjflc >0a True handicap weights: Hbeterrd WdrtwRsM2fc State Tm9a 106 
BETTING: 5-1 (Bowing Path, 7-1 Habnaiwror, B-l MagaTid, 9-1 Bbnred Image, lb-1 Haver Golf 
Diamond, KreeL Zeoti, 14-1 Inchyikmey Bay, Reservation Rock. Sexton's Minor, 16-1 Bgedg. CeISc 
LWay. RudTs Gwnbto. 20-1 others 
B97. Mng Time G 10 10 D J Burctel M-1 <0 BuchcA) 13 tan 
FORM GUIDE 

BIGWIG Is 9b lower than when beawi eight lengths into fifth by Snowy Petrel to a nonces' 
handicap on good ground at Windsor r November. Sextons Minor, has not shown much 
shoe a Fontwel second to Weather Wise (hamScap nervseter) on he frst nm »Ke com- 
na from Ireland, whir Haver Golf Diamond was a mg dsapporanent rt Lngfiefcj tat 
time when puled up before two out In Che race won by The Executor from Mega Tld. 
Hover Golf Diamond had Mega Tid three and a half lengths back when taking a Market 
Rasen seller In November and possibly found the gramd too tadng rtLingtwW. Mao- 
rah can take a strong hold and has not shown hb best form for a white, but ne us a 
chance on his preChrtstmas form tat jumps season as wel as a 
ArH to a 12-iurtonfl handcap here last Simmer. SetecUon: BlGWfG 

‘GAY RECORD' CHALLENGE TROPHY HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS F) £3^50 added 2m Penalty VUue £2,691 

PZ5543 COURT MASTER (4) (D) (Mrs Tmahy Lews) R Butter Blit) ££"“* 

F2J6S2 HEAD FOR HEAVEN MICOCmneDR Hoad B 117 BFtotai 

BB2F1 GRATOMI W {Mn PEafl P RmtoOT B T16Paa.- — — 

3JU4RJ &IHTWOOD BOT (34) (D) (Peter GtengolKBaley 9 n 4 NWMtajmi 

505340 VERDE LUNA (9) (Ms baWa Bmta) R Smlh 6 11 3- r: - - ---- —-yS 
4XXB* FBHU (USA) (9) (D) IB Seed A The Staa FWnorsW Hz L Rchar* 1011 tJI Wdta* 

03M FRANK KNOWS (34) (Ms CM -T 

IF-lPU MVST1C COURT (ST) Iff j&Mt gwgy.? * Z. BjTySta 

6-4612 PECWARINE (USA) (27) (CD) (MsAnn ltortwIMsAWbodiwE D 8 J A tt&xthy 

D 000-F3 SCOBE GIRL (1^ for M McGready) J M*d B 06--- “taSSS 

l 254TO- UPWARD SURGE (278) (DJ(Rfllaifeff) RLedgot SV0 MraNiafew 

-11 dedared- 

E ttad For Heaven, 9-1 Court. 

GW. 14-1 Ffchu, 16-1 Pegmeita. 33-1 Upward Surge 

W II J B Fenta lav (D EtosseU) 7 Tan 

s/.iwanr FORM GUIDE 

■RATOMI held an eight -length lead and was lookwg an hwnvS! 

w out at UngfiaJd irfDecember and has since 

top wei^it, which ia proof th* this Is not a strong event Selection, uhaium 


£1,350 added 2m 5f Penalty Value El ,067 

0005-3 BAT>IWICKBOBBIE(P18)(DrJRJN^foi)MBS9ttdillC8 Dr J Naylor (7) 

PH2P- HJl0RE(3l9)(Mtoftaberts)MJft*enE Tl C8 MrP Hading (3) 

«06U PEARL DANTE (12) (Mss S Catted)) Ms SM*is 808 Col R Wvbb-Bowen (7) 

3S2P-1 HAINCIffiCK (PIT) (Ms Geagra Wcrsby) Ms G Wndey 7 C a. ilrCGmtton(7) 

0U22AJ RED RORY (P4^ (l*s D H Md^arthy) MsD WCarthyB C8 JlrT McCarthy (5) 

45/U55 ROYAL RUPERT (P10) (Ms J FkUon Qipai) R Parfiff 11 B E lb R CtMhon (7) 

2TO-1 SOUND STATEIffln' (PIT) (TR hfls] T Hfe 9 12 8 HrTWb(7) 

13430 SRARKUNQ BLAKE (P11) (Andew Hckrnen) Ms S l-ftttnan C C 8...Mr A Hctonan (7) 
5/ZP- TAHRAGON (273) (N MbdEty) J Honmoad B 12 B MrGBtess(7) 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 
B 
a 

0 122-21 TEA CEE KAY (PI0) fC 0 Kngj C Kng BCB— »A Sarenne 

H /PW-F TOMCAPPASI (7)(M5SYVal)SVb»7 E8 Mr A Wan (7) 

12 10-31 POLAR ANA (P10) (Ms P A Mcbtyre) Ms G Gfaddete 8 G 3 Mbs S Gtetewf (7) 

- 12 daebred - 

BETTWG: »4 Tta Cee Kbr 11-4 Baore, 7-4 Sound SMwnert, 122 SpartStag Btoka, frl RaUrdwcfc, 
12-1 Polar Ana, 14-1 Rad Rory 16-1 Paarl Dante. Thnagon, 20-1 Bathefct Bobbie. 25-1 Ibracap- 
pegh, 33-1 Royal Rupert 

S07. Tnfast Lad 12 12 5 1* P Hacking (3) fl-D bv (M J Roberto) D ran 
FORM GUIDE 

ELMORE. Egrttty raced, has won frst tone out tor thn post two seasons and can repeat 
the tea toeby. He impressed when scoring at Hgham on hn first rui last season, record- 
ing a good line vi the process, but was beaten Tl lengthsby Copper ThoOe when joint- 
tavountB for a BtoWar event to this at LacesKt next ttow and was puted up on Iks frial 
star! at Ascot The last ground is in BmoreS favour and he can begin to make tp for 
lost time. Tea Cee Key also goes wel on last grated and Is to good form, foferwlng a 
Barbury Castle second to ftwartm (winner again snee) test month with victory at Twa- 
sebtown. He Stashed ttwee lengths m front of Copper Thstle [getting 7fo) at Towcester 
tat season, which gves Ism an edge over Bmore, but the selection b expected to prove 
that Leicester running wrong. Sound Statement made a winning return to pointing at 
Conenham ttoas month and ream best ot the others. Sparkling Sake scored to an open 
at rtgham on he return tram a lengthy layoff after injury this month and can again go 
wed but Polar Ana won only a poor race at Chamg tat time, whie th® wS be much 
tougher then the maiden that Rttnchecfc landed at Conenham. Selection: ELMORE 

DAVID BENGE NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS F) 
£2,400 added 2m If 110yds Penalty Value £2,136 
AHTON SCAM* (91) (Mas B W Rabner) 0 Uttams S 11 It- _Kr Edgar Byrne (7) 


4.40 


_ LYMPNE NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) £2500 added 
3.10) 2m & 110yds Penalty Value £2,732 


OFl^BHACKHWEATH (37) (ESF) ^ahn Greb □ Gns^7_rt C - N 

4141-2 NATIVE PLAYStflB) Pri(MJ4lta Cooper) — — .DGsttagher 

2B1 ‘ F 2 SS^OTMf^4MGWfa^'SOw5il4 

•S! 

a- ' 'll-'--.---”— .- brSS 

4 MRWMtoyP) 

4 RlteavyP) 

^Tll^(^1M^tellwPtay*r,S4!BreBllBrttato! l W ^ S•wJ®2^ ,,u^ ** no ^ , ^® , ' LoobaLlbeTreo- 
r^r^StoTlfri MRngwte, Muktova. 20-1 other. 

letorm 

is taten a tow krio^s made that racea siara- 

ight Ftaw loo good ****** jwttxna ^ nxrstbe a chares he 

i slog wWch * whttSradrerto^^pearew^wja^ ^ maicten hurdte tor Aten 

I be outpacedt^NATTVE PLAJ^R, wno»ra^ g^toget earned away with ttw tael 

Brien n keland tat ^ve Ptoyw atFonrwel 16 days aga 

si Rad Curate, who had «len9«5 £ 2HSL2«2Etatbull Math® Player does shape 
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04-UPF 

2 

6034 

3 

5884 

4 

404-56 

5 

P-4200 

e 

■P0PP1 

7 

43050 

B 

006 

9 

0801 

O 

DTP 

11 

6PB0 

E 

IMPP 

a 

08PB3 

« 

POO 


22560P 

B 

06F5fi 

17 

«W=P 

■s 

D00-P0 

T9 

OPP45 


-A Maguire 


[USA) (19} (Ms Barbara Marcharf) R OSUhan 5 h 3 MA FtageraU 

(FR) (B) (D) (Ms L C ^ytor) Ms L Ibytar 5 11 1 [7fB) — RBehmyV 


i{8) (D) (JisnC 


i Ud) C SnrMi 8 07 (7a) V Senary V 

■■AQartyP) 


!7D3. 
r5B3 — 


.M BakhNor (7) 


N WBamson 


(t?)(D)p! 


>5«1 

attfl 


7»0-, 


JPHaOr/ 


17«0 


-BPomI 


-19 



. JGoUaMa (7) 


8sn26, CampuSeranLadr^a rflto. 


6-1 Dark Romance, 9-1 Bs- 
14-1 Barton Scamp, 16-1 Designer 


linmei MjBht tOst True tandtapiretoK* 

Emyra Pel 9st Ob. Just An Ssr 28ri Pnaaon eoga 
BETTING: 11-2 RghUng Times, 13-3 Funny Gwil 
Yte-Mtxt, Hanbttooh, T0-1 DayrhaamvA 13-1 Lima 
Lfawa, 26-1 cHnra 

B97. Mrseoneii 1 XAbpura (7) B-i (PVIMmorth) Cran 
FORM GUIDE 

Hanbttooh, who began He with Ed Dunlop, has lew mies on the dock, but does took 
stow. StA there to sure to be a decani pace on and Hanbtaoh fe the type to £*> wefl 
fresh. Ha has dropped a few pounds end should figure. FUNNY GENIE had BajMd a 
sequere» at uninspiring farm fig.es before making moat and coming home four tengtho 
dear ol Dovetto ui a Hereford handtap rtne days aga but had prevbusty run wb! tor a 
lora way to a Doncaster three-mfler won by UnsWnkabte Bootee Conredfons mu« have 
haa some faith to Fumy Genie to rm him In a Qede Two novices' hurtle a Ascot be- 

fore Cfafatmas. so now mat he hes cSckad onca, he might do so agan. Dale Romance 
las shown enough in suggest she is worth retag wttte B»YVe-Mou can do batter man 
moat and FMrtlng Time* haa a chance in mis better race after taking a Thun ton aaiiec 
Looks Like Trouble wfl make a dee chaser In me long term and has been second to 


Selection: NATIVE PUWBT a makton potot-to-pomt to Ireland. 


SatoeUori: FUiWY QBE 



independent 

RACING SEIMCB 

0891 261 + 


SEDGEFIELD 

971_ 

981 

982 

foixestone 

972 

W’HAMPTON 

973 

983 

ALL COURSE RE5U 

0891 261 1 

IS 

70 

iSECjg 

U'yrv’rr—ViiAzj. 


DONCASTER 
■*00* 1. SKELTON SOVEREIGN (Gay 
lunnal 50-1 : 2. Crabbie'* Pride 16-1 .3- Ckv- 
£mn Stick 14-1 2D ran. 13-8 fav Pcnime 
SaoBt 6. 2 l h. (R HoBn diCTc ft Tote: 

ei0fil0:ECEa£37aC37nDF - £633 .^0 3 =; 
S«35 Trio: SB4770: E45EU earned toward 

‘EKSWfiSW™***; 

T'^jssassrsasn 

'SPS&&SE8E? 

'3^l7 GLAMANGUT7 (A PM£oW5-2 
fair 2. Desert Brava B-2\ 3- JHfa Joy 20-1 
il«i H & (P Da#® 1 )- W* E3S0: 
Smoad . OF: MO. CSF: ro^Tnc^ 

hscCTT 537- Ahb S fl X?Sji!?i 
4.00: 1. DOYENNE tG Bractev) &U 
latad Sanotuary 2-1 /tta; 3. sAnr Wton- 
dar s-E 9 ran- M H & • ; A- 

HAS D Hatoe) TWk £3710; ctKi 

Nam ftSF: £7L53 Trio? £108.711 


4JCt 1- LOBSTER COTTAGE (M R Whk- 
ley) 0-2; 2. Nfway 1B-1; 3- Juke Box BBIy 
13-2. 7 ran. 6-4 tov Rachaefls Owen pm) & 
ah+fo. (K Baiey). ItotK G42D: £25£t £4fiD. 
OF: C383Q CSF: £5378. 

SJXh 1. CATHEDRAL BELLE (G Lee) 
7-2: 2. Lucy Watare n-4 tar. 3. Ftatey UgM 
iD-t 17 ran. 2. 1%. (Vbs M Hevdey). Toto: 
raw tZOOi E2.7Q £43tt DF: EMjSD CSF: 
£1333 Trio. £7730 J . 

jprfrpfrf- Not won; C23D0B9S carried for- 
ward to Fbfcecmne totey 
piaQB Po t; pojwtaan. Quadpot: £2aBQ 
Place B: C38&2G Plaea 5: £344tt 
UNGFIELD 

1.165 1. QUIET ARCH (A Ifchota) 3-1; 
2- Harfle 7-Z; 3. Cky ^1 faA« ran. 
Vs 2. (W Muir). Tufa: £300. DF: £770. CSF; 

1. FAILED TO HTT (A McCarthy) B4 
tar. 2. ZCITO 11 -4; 3. AmtM2-l 9 rwi. t 
t IN Ljflmoder Ei* 5, 

won DF; £420 CSF: £830 Tho. £Qfl0 

2.15: 1. MISS SKYE (R Ftrench) M; 2. 
Aatrd Invader T6-i:3.UftBoy 5-1 9rwv 
Bens far ChakiZi^V i'/s2. (TJNau^ttn) 


Tot*: £320: £UQ £450 £2EQ DF: £9520 
CSF: £6507. Tno: £3300 

2^45: 1 . IVOFTS DSD (K Fsfon) 64 fav; 
2. Blushing Grenacfler HJ-1: 3- Pearly 
Queen 5-2. 9 ran. '/.. 1 'h- (M»s Gay KoOe- 
weyl Tbta: £190; £UO £360 EUO DF: £070 
CSF: £1704. Trio: £1900 

3.13: 1. DIAMOND FLAME (C Lowthar) 
5* 2. Narrotai Ewans fasr. X Chaorefl 9-1 
SimuZ-P Harris) Tot* £2,70: £220 
£110 DF: E4.10 CSF? £5S7. 

2A5: 1. GENIUS (p Doe) 11-4; 2 Emi- 
nent 6-4 fav. 3. Bank On Him 20-1 5 ran. 
'h. 4. (S Dow) Tofa: £3S0: £240 Em DF: 
£280 CSF: ££.73 

£15: l-FOBGOTTENTOES (N Carts*# 
8-1: 2. Rfaa ‘N Shine 7-4 fev; 3. SuTO lb 
Dream 6-1 11 nm.Sh-M.hd 
PflBB; wnn £t40 - DF: £060 CSF: 

£2043 TMcasfctSaoa Tno; c«ao 
4^5; 1. SHANGHAI UL (D Hdand) 84 
tar. 2 ThougHtuI Kata B-1 : 3. MuU ft*- 
ohtee 14-1 8 ran. I*. 1 % iMJPfiw*? 
GodeynbtK C220: ET20 £320 C330 DF: 
£1320. CSF: £2349 
Ptacopot E33UO Quadpot £560 

Ptaoa 6: £3925 Pla» & && 


General Wolfe doubtful for Grand National 


GENERAL WOLFE, among 
the leading fancies for the Grand 
National at around 16-1 may 
miss the race. Tim Forster, his 
trainer, is awaiting the outcome 
of veterinary examinations on 
the Peter Marsh Chase winner. 

Forster said yesterday: 
“General Wolfe has banged a 
leg or something. The vets will 
be looking at him in the next few 
days. Normally when a horse 
has leg trouble they are not able 


to run forawhile bull will have 
no idea whether he will run at 
Amtree for a few days." 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Inchdoney Boy 
(Folkestone 2.10) 

NB: Kinda Groovy 
(Sedgefield 2.20) 

Challenger Du Luc and Call 
It A Day were heavily backed 
yesterday for Saturday's Racing 


Post Chase and Greenalls Grand 
National Trial respectively. 

Challenger Du Luc has been 
cut to 9-4 favourite with Coral. 
William Hill and Ladbrokes, 
from a top-priced 7-2 with 
Coral, while Call It A Day is 
now 5-1 favourite with William 
Hill and Ladbrokes after start- 
ing the day at &-1 . Super Tactics 
is 7-2 from 7-1 with William Hill 
for the Racing Post Chase, 
while Land Afar is 9-2 from 7-1. 


Sedgefield 


HYPERION 

2.20 Pontevedra 2.50 Fatehalkhair 3.20 Swfng 
Quartet 3.50 Titan Thai 4^0 Jack The Td 4.50 
Bahamian Knight 


7 -33IPF 0WB4S QUEST (33) (D) T Bhemgtn 8 10 D ...LWyer 

8 Pft-00 THE EARLY BUD (1C) P Mortal 7 V ID A Dobbin 

-Bdoctorad- 

BETTING: 2-5 Swing QrartM, 4-1 Wta Cttacv, 8-1 Owoito Quest, 12-1 
Kralngan, 16-1 Rrar Fnaftigs, 33-1 Othare 


3.50 


GOING: Good to Firm. 

•Loft -hand. uncUaUng courea Easy fences and long run-in on 
chase come of 500yds. 

•Course Is tnSEottiMm naar junebon of AB89 and A177. Bus 
sendee from Stodrton station (Bm) or Durham station (Cm) 
ADMISSION: Paddock £S (OAPs £4); Couree £2 CAR PARK: 
Paddock £2 rest trea 

•LEADING TRAINERS: Mrs M Reveley 7D-23B (293%). J H John- 
son 20-170 rriBK), J VlteclB ts-IBB (39%) P Beaumont 14-76 (8)4%) 
•LEADING JOCKEYS: P Niven 53-178 (30.1%). L Wyer 22- UO 
(20%). A Dobbin 15-143 (101%). J Supple 14-76 (184%) 
•FAVOURTTES: 230-594 (38.7%) 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Mag's Memory (visorfld) (250), Ba- 
hamian Knight (450) 


ALAN MERRIGAN MEMORIAL H'CAP 
CHASE (CLASS D) £5,000 added 2m 5f 

1 5E3321 CROSS CANNON (1M) (CD) JWta fill 10 ADofafakl 

2 OhPi ITraw THAI pi) (CO N Mason9 11 1 DAMN 

3 -M2B3 VAL DE RAMA (8) (CD) D Smtth 9 D n ADwitton 

4 5&0P5 ZAUHMSHI (USA) (22) W Storey 7 B6 PCnbany 

5 F3-P5P CROWDED HOUSE (11) BEfcon«i05CMcCoRnack(5) V 

-SdMlmd- 

BETT1NG: 64 VW Dg Ram*. 94T*an 1M, MCrosv Ctonon, 10-1 Ztotow- 
rare 33-1 Cimnlad Huum 


4.20 


2.20 


STANLEY RACING HANDICAP HURDLE 


(CLASS E) £3,000 added 3m 3f 110yds 

F3P52F EVB1 SMILE (FR) (14) M Pipe 11 12 Q A P McCoy B 

-SIMS KMDAQROOVY{1M(CO)IPta>9108 JISnfrhB 

«WB lft4SreHOF7HEHOCXf1s)(qjtta(t9Dfi_E)kBtB«5RV 
480451 PONIEVH»A(B)(C)KMagi:5 t)3pa)CMcCdmia<*i5;}8 
344flP NORTHBtN STAR (61) Ms8j1lfonrel7 OOlKit J VtannB(7) 

60252 DSmCIAAIA (18) (C) P Spottowood 1) 10 0 S Uqtar p) 

POOOO KB (22) (CO) V Tehran ffl ■© Q RWBdnSOnfS) 

-7dedned- 

BETTtNO: 6-4 Ew Sraflv, 11-4 Paatemdre, 10600 Kinds Groovy. 5-1 
DatfkuUB, 14-1 Norttwm Bta IB-1 Muter 01 TT» Rock, 50-1 Nr 


1 

31658 

2 

2WJF- 

3 

5FFPP- 

4 

432P-0 

5 

D440U5 

8 

Ptl-21 

7 

UF-P® 

8 

1« 

9 

«M>4 

O 

6P4&P 

11 

23 AW 

12 

FPU42- 

13 

45BU4 

14 

22-623 


URP-00 


SOUTH DURHAM MAIDEN HUNTER 
CHASE (CLASS H) £2,000 added 2m 5f 

OMISSION (10) Ms S H-Harter 8 12 0 — MbaLHQnw(7) 
R AGHABH ABHA3E (tel) KARgm 7 B OMn PRotaanP) 


>ADnM(7)B 
.Mr G Leafe (7) 


UFPD JACK THE TD (13) JCorrwnlS CO Mr JR Corrata (7) 

■ JUST A KING (3219 M»C MtaaBugh 7 ’CO JlrSSefew 


2.50 


HARRY LANE MEMORIAL HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS E) £4,000 added 2m If 

IT34FI FKIHIALKHAR (8) (CD) 9 I^zn B 12 3 (7n).C McCDnaack H 
W&5 BRACKafTHWAITE (B) A J Lockwood 8 11 2,-Mba A DtrM 

23201 BBWLUUMfflMRpe 4 11 Q (Ts) APMcCby 

5J02M GEORGE D31MGHAM (22) (Bf) D SrmhB t) 11 ATtmitan 

4645G MEGS MBMORY (II) A Slreeter 5 07 TBay V 

PPOB BROAD OUTLOOK [79^ M3mhtl9fo6 JSupplB 

54-65P PR030Y FAB (P26) D Barter 5 100 £ Husband (3) 

-7<fedv9d- 

BETT1T4G: Emm Boyliun, B4 FatohaOtiai, 6-1 Gange 10-1 

MagteMomax 1M BractaAwta, 25-1 Piktty FA 33-T Broad Outlook 


BETTWG: 6-11 Coohmn lad*. Prince. 13-2 Just A Kkig, 10-1 
DtamMra, 12-1 Adititaston, Royal Banker; 16-1 Jack Tbs TD, 33-1 others 


STANLEY RACING NOVICE HURDLE 


lo on l ebftattersalls 

J - 2U I CHASE (QUAUR 


added mares 2m 


LS (IRELAND) h 
ER) {CLASS D) 


£5,000 


1 -PBB21 SWING QUARTET (Q N Titaon-OBres 8 11 3 .CUaweByn 

2 BZttfr WHAT CHANCE (270) (PJMaHMteylJ 11 OJIrOMcPWP) 

3 44F004 FHEH FEBJNGS (5Q Ms D Thmson B D D 3 Storey 

4 -5F4FP GAME P064T (8) 0 Lan*i9 t)U JBurtra 

5 P40PQ KRAUNGBI (33) N Ctamtarfain 6 0 0 ..X McConaack p) 

8 U5P-4 LAKELA7H) HXPON (11) Ms A Nau^tton 7 B D..^l Supple 


(CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m if 

1 MF ANGRY NATIVE (78) JWMB 8 It 4 X Johnson 

2 22 BAHAMIAN KMGHT (CAN) (11) M Ppe 5 11 4 _A p McCoy B 

3 CfTTHW(F163) Mss L Russel 8 tt 4 DlWdm 

4 P-0000 DARK IDOMGHT (11) D Land) B it 4 JSurtaB 

5 033P DOCnMBRAVtOUS(I1)BBfcm51M.... ECMtatai 

fi M HAPPY BLAKE (20) Us J Storey 7 tl 4 D Parte 

7 00 LUCKY MOVE (IS) S KeOtad 5 11 * UrCBomwQ] 

8 25642 imiaOSON (13) M Hamaid 5 It 4 Rttarte 

S 4AM0 MY BUSTBI (94) Usa K IMgai 6 11 4 PCtotwre 

V 080 ROI DE LA CHASSE (19) C Grant 5 11 4 £ storey 

11 28000 8AMMBAR (40) J Hwad Jatsrxr 5 11 4 -^ADobbto 

12 05 HEUIim«(25)MBamBS5»B SHMorQ) 

B F8 DR WOODSTOCK til) W Storey 4 t)B RHcCbrebcn 

-13dsctesd- 

BEnWG: 1-4 Bshaedsn KirigM. 7-1 MoDoralson. 12-1 CBMm. 14-1 Dr 
Bnretout, 16-1 My Buster. Snndshar, 20-1 Rd Da Lb Chasse, 25-1 Or 
Ybodstick. Hefan Wfad, 33-1 ottwre 


Wolverhampton 


HYPERION 

2.00 Faym 2.30 Italian Symphony (nb) 3.00 
GREENSPAN (nap) 3.30 Brutal FBntasy 4.00 
Mustn’t Grumble 4.30 Prince Ashtelgh 


GOING: Standard (Al-wealher track) 

STALLS: 71 - outside; rest - inside. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Ugh tom 6f to tn «. 

•Fforesond, left-hand, oval courea 

•Course is N erf town on A44B Mtohrerhampton station vn. 
ADMSS10N: Qtob B5: TMtersals £8 (OAP members of Diamond 
Club £<: Viewing Restauant E2S90 inducing entrance and matt. 
CAR PARK: frea 

•LEADING TRAlNBtS: R HoMnahead 84-617 M John- 
sttai 56255 (2256), P Hasten 38-200 (82%) P Evens 32332 (08%) 
•LEADING JOCKEYS: S Sandare 40338 (HB*). D HoBand 27-139 
fSW%i Dean McKtaum 27-251 A Clark w-2 « (rtl%i 

•FAVOURITES: 394-1217 (324%). 

BUNKERS? FIRST TIME: NlgM City (300), Bnrtal Ftatasy (w- 
aored) (330). Operatic (vtared) (4C0), DoubtaO (330). Burn- 
ing Coet (400) 


Toni WOODCOCK HANDICAP (CLASS C) 
J,w l £12,000 added 1m 4f 

1 /4*l THREADS^HXE (8) K But® 5 1) 1 |Sflx) -3 

2 -3301 (■GHTCfTY (8) (D) K Bute 7 9 E pe<-U Smeney (3)2 B 

3 mi M0NlbCHISn> (Ifl (CO) R Greet 5 9 V) . JL UcCarViy a 8 

4 0055-1 AMADOUR (”?• (D) PMkfdS 89 AOrekl 

5 6035)- ARTK)C0UR£Hri18)(D) DCosgwe79B URkmerA 

8 22263 JAMAICAN FUGHT P) Ms SLamymai 5 9 6.C Torn* (3) 7 

7 1-121 GREBBRAN (12) (CO) W Me 6 94 — J WUdnson S 8 

8 OMl SMART BOY(7) (CO) PCcte 461 Data OTfeO (7) 5 

___ -Bdacferad- 

BEnBfaMMortBDdito. WM0SrosrtBoy5-1 BreteisedfaT-l Arautow 
M Greerepn, MgM Cttf, 10-1 Aide Caste 1M Janafcan FVght 

O *3n I JAY HANDICAP (CLASS C) £10,000 
added 5f 


2.00 


GROUSE MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
£5^00 added 7f 


FRED0ME{3^(D) DNdtokBQO Aks Greaves 6 

CLASSY CLH) (35) (0) P&Bna3 95 JL McCsifoy (5) 1 

s ssKSsssiiv^sas;: 

S&3 THATMAHAGAWp9)(D)SCWfem6 8S8 DsnsONsITB 

2MB4 BFVTAL FANTASY (23) (CD) JLEyre4B6 R LaopinS V 

25844 YOUNG IBNR P) P Evans 3 7 0 -JoS«i2 

8 00060 SWYMR3fB)DflEAM(49)(D) JHeltienan57t) J Lows 3 

-Bdactered- 

DoubteO, 3-1 Itaa 1b Ry, 74 BreW Rntesy. 4-1 Classy 
QteB^lltoi ten AgshL 14-1 Fire Dotm. 20-1 Ybong Bw,2S-i teyn- 


1 0&8M fWN (Z) J Whartm 4 9 7 D Seasney (3) g B 

2 GARAJ JOShaa389^. PDoeBta 

3 0- MPBBALC0URT(2D^ JOSwaSBB — Daao McKtoen 7 

4 -00000 KANmc (2) P Evens 3 8 9 A McCarthy (5) 6 V 

5 33622 STRUNG KING (8) (BF) M Chamen 3 8 9 AMactoy* 

6 64- FEAR HOT (158) “BM 364 U Fenton 2 

7 4 LADYJAZZfll) TJKaugten3 84 RFferachS' 

8 0 SMART (12) »W Prasa*3B4 SSoaterei 

9 00200- SUPACAJJffRAGSJSTK (113) J BakfaQ 3 B4 J Ednndi 6 

BETmUtM SMdiRgKlaa,»4FS|m, JOMO Fear Not, (H Smart, SU- 
pet roPfrsgMrt t, 12-1 Lady Jazz, 25-1 otbais 


4.00 


2.30 


PARTRIDGE CLAIMING STAKES 
(CLASS F) £3,000 added 71 

MSS ZIGGYS DANCER (7) (CD) E Ateton7B4 CLcwttwrnjI 

-GOfft/ OftTOLAK (BOQ (fij J L Eyre 5 8 T3 -RUpefod 

M10 ITALIAN SYWHONY (4) (C) (D) ^F) P Bans 48 C. 

— A McCarthy O) 5 V 

OOtWi «NGCHPBOTp)mMRjBn98lt PHeCatatas 

3-1D14 ELITE HOPE (18) (CD) (BF) N Unktar 8 8 6 Dean McKeown B 

SOI W&HAHFY(13TORh**viiaad588 W Ryan 2 

-Sdadand- 

Bfrr»Ki»4ag^Danca( 54 Boy, 1HK30 Baton Syrephony 

4-1 Bta Hope, HM Ortolan, 20-1 U-No-Hatry 


PHEASANT SELLING STAKES (CLASS 
G) £2,500 added 1m 100yds 

OfiM SCATHKURY (12) (C) (D) K Btr)te59 13 DHdteldS 

OpOOO COMC HDJ.(8) (Dj J Fnnce79B Srafl 

fr33t2 LOCH STYLE (4) (CO) R ttelratori 598 .WRvSz 

SHOW MU5TNTGRUH£(9)(C4Mss5V1itan89&S1NlAKta3 

ABBEYDORAN (JB) DBuntoel79 3 5 Cope ( 5) 7 

OSOOO BURMNG COST (Z7) RPeaccck893 CLoMteaiB 

- S®40 BALACLAVA (1JJ I Serafte 3 03 PltetSJB 

2 WJIHWB(B^U , U , ja : > n 383 N Adams 4 B 

l. f ^^ P^t^P&ansBBS.-^AMcOarthvtaiO 

< 0»4 OPERATIC (11) (CJ P Evans 3 7 12 -JQutaSV 

-lOdacisred- 

M Batefitare,^ M ScMhefaoy.6-1 Inch Style. 
7-1 PWtTlcte, 6-1 Muarn Gnntrie, 10-1 OpMfo, SM otheo 


a -an I SNIPE HANDICAP (CLASS D) £7,000 
added 3YO 1m if 79yds 

I Daen McKeown 1 

l S^ABiflaHjsajWPHtotorags.CLtreitecsjd 

3 8022-1 SUl£r»WJavfc8aitaO WRy»2 

* BMB LANDRAIN (32) H 0*1(^711 GBaiMS 

-4 tJedared - 


BEm«: 1M Stott*. 7-4 Prince Atf«gb,»4 Ng» Rufina, 10-1 tamMm 


Amsterdam 
plan for 
O’Donnell 


Rugby League 


DEWSBURY, the First Divi- 
sion club, are preparing to fly 
Australian forward David 
O’Donnell to Amsterdam and 
back in an effort to play him 
against Wigan in the Silk Cut 
Challenge Cup on Sunday. 

The Yorkshire club have 
been refused a work permit for 
the former captain of Paris St 
Germain, but are hopeful of 
winning an appeal to the De- 
partment for Education and 
Employment this week. 

If that comes through. 
Dewsbury will book him on an 
early moraiqg return flight to 
the Dutch capital on Friday. 

Bob McDermott, a Dews- 
bury official, explains: "You 
can’t obtain a work permit for 
an overseas player while he is 
in the country so we have made 
provisional arrangements to fly 
him to Amsterdam and back on 
the same plane.We have made 
inquiries and wc know we can 
get Him on a flight early on Fri- 
day morning so he would be 
back for lunchtime." 

Dewsbury expect a decision 
by tomorrow. Donnell was 
among a host of former Paris 
players refused permits because 
of an arrangement made with the 
Rugby Football League last year. 

The Department allowed 
Paris's Australian contingent 
to see out the season on tem- 
porary visas, but warned that the 
matches would not count to- 
wards permits for 1998. 

Meanwhile, Wigan have crit- 
icised Dewsbury's arrangements 
for Sunday’s all-ticket fifth- 
round tie. The New Crown Flatl 
capacity was reduced by 1,000 
to just 3 ,300 because of safety 
work needed on the four-year- 
old South Stand but Dewsbury 
say they will be able lo accom- 
modate an extra 500 spectators 
on grassy banks behind each set 
of posts - if the weather is fine. 

Wigan, whose remaining al- 
location of 1,400 tickets was ex- 
pected to be snapped up 
yesterday, are unhappy at leav- 
ing the situation in ihe lap of the 
gods. “We*ve asked the Rugby 
League to get involved,"the 
Wigan chairman, Mike Nolan, 
said. “I don’t fancy selling tick- 
ets for behind the posts. 

“Dewsbury have said it will be 
alright if the weather is fine but 
what if it rains? The match could 
be called off if spectators start 
tumbling down onto the pitch. It’s 
like the dark ages. This is what 
Super League is up against” 

Dewsbury had considered 
switching the tie to Hudders- 
field’s McAlpine Stadium or 
bringing m extra seating but 
were deterred by the cost 

McDermott said: “It’s very 
difficult Wigan asked us to 
switch it but it would have cost 
us a minimum of £5,000 to 
stage it at the McAlpine and we 
would have had to pay £10 plus 
VAT for each extra seat if we 
brought in temporary sealing. 

“We’ve also got to be fair to 
our spectators and our coacb. 
Our pitch is very narrow com- 
pared to the McAlpine and 
that will be to our advant age ” 


Nemeth faces 
Belarus test 


Basketball 


By Richard Taylor 


THE England coach, Laszlc 
Nemeth, will depend on key in- 
dividuals producing Outstand ing 
performances in Minsk tonight 
as England try to steer their Eu 
ropean Championship chal- 
lenge back on course agains i 
Belarus in the fourth game ol 
their semi-final round group. 

Nemeth's only preparation 
was a 96-81 defeat against Aus- 
tria in Vienna on Monday. Steve 
Bucknall led England's scorers 
with 23 points, supported by 22 
from John Amaechi. 

ENGLAND (v Belarus. Minsk, tonight): 
Atnsechl (Sheffield). Austin (Lorfoon Tbw- 
oral Baker (Manchester). Bucknall (Irakis 
CkBacel Cheung (Trier. Germany). Dunkfey 
(Besancon, Francs), Hasten tBeirengham), 
H er riman {Quaregnon. Belgium), Huggim 

“-foxJmL McKinney (Sheffield). 

(Nevicasae) Whyta (Derby) 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

17.35 

The percentage rise in 
tendances enjoyed 
greyhound racing j, 
year, the sport’s bigg 

riprovementBiadeca 
in the same peril 
turnover on the Tote v 
£73m on track and £12 
at the tracks. 
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Referee’s ban may result in more cards 


By Glenn Moore 

Football Correspondent 

THE referee, it seems, is no 
kmger always right even when he 
is wrong. This appears to be the 
phflosopby of Ihe E\ and the Pre- 
mier League following the deci- 
sion to suspend Dermot 
Gallagher for a poor perfor- 
mance. He is one of eight Eng- 
lish referees on the list of Fife, 
the sport's world governing body. 

Th o se managerswhohave led 
this season’s heavy criticism of 
referees may feel vindicated, 
but the likely consequence is an 
increase in yellow and red cards 
as referees take a harder line. 

Paul Durkin, England's 
World Cup referee 4 said; “This 


is a warning to ns all. I’m shell- 
shocked and saddened.” How- 
ever, David EDersy, the Premier 
League referees' spokes man, 
said: “We agreed a number of 
years ago this action could be 
taken in extreme circumstances 
when an overall performance 
was judged to fen below the ex- 
pected leveL" 

There has been one previous 
suspension, three seasons ago, 
but it was kept so quiet even 
Durkin Ad not know of it This 
time the impact is likely to go 
beyond the referee concerned. 

Gallagher, who has been 
suspended for one match, was 
given a low mark by the asses- 
sor at the Arsenal-Chelsea 
game of 8 February. He was felt 


to have foiled to control the 

game aHf-qnatrfy, hi ghlighted fry 

his failure to send off Steve 
Bould for hauling down Gian- 
Inca Viallf as he advanced on 
goal The match, then 1-0 to Ar- 
senal, ended 2-0. 

In what transpired to be his 
last press conference as Chelsea 
manager Ruud GuHh said; ^Vlal- 
liwas going straight far goal He 
[Bouid] has to be sent oil there 
was no other option. It changed 
the whole game. You are sent off 
anywhere in the world for a foul 
like that but the referee wanted 
to make his own game.” 

Gallagher did book Bould, 
and six other players, but could 
easily have isaied twice as many 
cautions in a r\3Sty match scarred 


by a series of running feuds. 

The Banbury official, who' 
refereed at Euro '96, has been 
taken off Saturday’s Bladdxun- 
Leicester match for which he 
would have received £375. 

One referee, who did not 
wish to be quoted, said yester- 
day: “This will harden opinion. 
In future we are more likely to ' 
refuse the benefit of the doubt 
fo the offender.” Gallagher is 
one of the Premier League's 
most lenient referees, having is- 
sued 37 yellow and two red 
cards in 13 games this season. 

Durkin said he was “gob- 
smacked" by the move, adding: 
“We will all have to take heed 
if this is to be the policy of the 
Premier League from now on.” 


He expressed surprise at the 
timing , sixyeais into the found- 
ing of the Premiership, adding: 
“It is not the first time a play- 
er could have been sent off and 
wasn't I wonder if it because of 
pressure from managers.” 

Managers have been so crit- 
ical of referees this season John 
Barnwell, the chief executive of 
the League Managers Associ- 
ation, felt compelled to remind 
his members in this month’s 
LMA newsletter that “an out- 
burst against a referee changes 
nothing but does damage seri- 
oosly.the image of the game." 

Gallagher will be replaced at 
Ewood Park by Neale Barry 
who, ironically, was also being 
criticised the weekend of Gal- 


lagher’s below-par display. He 
booked seven players at Filbert 
Street, five from Leeds, whose 
manager, George Graham, 
said: “The referee had a bad 

game. The bookings were crazy. 

The referees are like robots. 
You get abooking for just kick- 
ing- the ball away." 

This underlines the problem. 
It is more than five years since 
that became a bookable offence 
yet the poor leadership of many 
managers, the indis c i p l in e of 
players, and inconsistency of 
referees means players still kick 
the baU away and are still sur- 
prised to be cautioned. 

The suspension follows the 
world trend. An African refer- 
ee was last week dropped from 


the World Cup list after a sub- 

standard performance m the 

African Nations* Cup wMe 

Uefe,foegOverningbo^ofEu- 

ropean football has sacked two 
The Hungarian Sandor FuW 

missed the controversial 

Bosvelt tackle on Denis Irwin in 

Manchester United’s Cbampi- 


Cup 1st 

The other was the Frenchman 

Remi Haxrel, who was bitterly 
criticised by Martin O’Neil' af- 
ter bizarrely sending off Garry r 

Parker for taking a fie*®* Criticised for not 

too quickly in Leicester’s Uefe Jj® ^ g^id 

Cup tie with Alletico Madrid. sendi g 



Korda and Kucera add to 
the turmoil and tension 


Tennis 


By John Roberts 


IT MIGHT not rival the Mil- 
lennium Dome, not to mention 
the local power station, but a 
temporary arena complex in 
Battersea Park is causing quite 
a stir in the tennis world this 
week. This is nor solely because 
those bold Brits Greg Rusedksi 
and Tim Henman are in action, 
but also because a certain Slo- 
vakian has brought turmoil to 
the top level of the men's game. 

Karol Kucera has much to 
answer for, not least for caus- 
ing nerves to jangle as Petr Ko- 
rda, Pat Rafter - and yes, even 
Rusedski - jostle for the chance 
to replace Pete Sampras as the 
world No 1. Kucera created the 
tension by defeating Sampras in 
the quarter-finals of the Aus- 
tralian Open last month. Ob yes, 
and Kucera was the chap who 
put Henman on edge by beat- 
ing him in the final of the Syd- 


ney tournament, setting bim on 
a roll of five consecutive defeats. 

In Antwerp last week, Kor- 
da was cm coarse to become only 
the 14th world No’ 1 since the 
ATP rankings began in 1973. 
The Czech left-hander needed 
to win the European Commu- 
nity Championship. Who did he 
meet in the quarter-finals? 
Kucera, who beat him in three 
sets. Rusedski then eliminated 
. Kucera in the. semi-finals and 
went on to win the title, raising 
his world ranking to No 5. 

Mind you. Korda did beat 
Kucera in the semi-finals of the 
Australian Open, going on to 
win his first Gland Slam title at 
the age of 30, a triumph which 
put him at Sampras's shoulder 
at No 2 in the world. 

Kucera, ranked No 13, ad- 
vanced to the second round of 
the Guardian Direct Cup yes- 
terday here, savings match point 
in a second set tie-break before 
overcoming the Frenchman 
Guillaume Raoux, 6-7, 7-6, 6-4. 


Korda, drawn to meet the Slo- 
vakian in the thir d round, also 
had a difficult afternoon yester- 
day, fefimg to convert two match 
points ext David PrinoaTs serve 
at 6-5 in the second set - a net 
mnrt d<»wit»Htrirn rtiesBCOnd— and 
being pushed to a third set be- 
fore winning, 7-6, 6-7, 6-4. 

Although favourably im- 
pressed with the temporary 
arena, Korda was not at afl 
pleased with the net-cord ma- 
chine. “I had three lets in a row, 
20 centimetres above the net,” 
he complained. “That could 
have cost me the match. I'd 
rather have a human error.** 

Noted for his acrobatic cel- 
ebrations, Korda restricted him- 
self to a solitary cartwheel on 
this occasion - “I was too dose 
to the net to do more” -before 
adjourning to the interview 
room, where he chuckled when 
questioned about his prospects 
of becoming No 1. 

“It’s only in the media,” Ko- 
rda said. *Tm very quiet about 


Lloyd must reconcile Henman and Rusedski 


DAVID LLOYD, Britain's 
Davis Cup captain, will en- 
deavour to bring a smile back 
to the often quoted “friendly ri- 
valry" between Greg Rusedslri 
and Tim Henman, which has be- 
come rather strained in recent 
weeks, writes John Roberts. 

Lloyd intends to speak to 
both players during the 
Guardian Direct Cup in Bat- 
tersea Park this week, empha- 
sising the importance of the 
team ethic to the nation's cause. 
Rusedski and Henman are due 
to join forces in Newcastle in the 
first week of April for a Davis 
Cup tie against Ukraine, the 
winners qualifying for a World 


Group play off in September. 

Another team competition, 
the ATP Tour World foam 
Championship in Dusseldoif 
in May, has triggered the dif- 
ferences between the top two 
Britons. Rusedski has expressed 
disappointment at Henman’s 
decision to forego the event, 
which takes place on clay courts 
during the week leading up to 
the French Open in Paris, with- 
out consulting him first. 

It is the first time that Britain 
have qualified for the World 
Team Championship, the eight 
nations for which are invited ac- 
cording to world rankings. Not 
as important as its title implies, 


the World Team Championship 
is used by many players to help 
prepare for the French Open. 

Lloyd, while acknowledging 
that there is no rule stipulating 
that players have to like each 
other, is keen to improve the 
current level of communication 
between Rusedski and Henman. 

“The way to resolve any 
problems is to sit down and talk 
things out,” Lloyd said. “Obvi- 
ously things have got to be 
sorted out. The bottom line is 
we have a very important tie in 
five weeks’ time. My job is to get 
everyone back together for that 
job. and its better to have a hap- 
py team than an unhappy one.” 


it If it happens, great, but I have 
no problems. Just leave me to 
play my tennis and see what 
happens. I didn’t have time to 
enjoy the momentum of fulfill- 
ing my dream of winning a 
Grand Slam. I just want to give 
the same 100 per cent perfor- 
mance as I did in Doha and 
Australia. If I win, OK, if I lose, 
I have given my best" 

Korda’s balanced sense of 
perspective was heightened, so 
to speak, after his victory in Driha 
last month, when he was intro- 
duced to Manute BoL a 7ft ‘fin 
Sudanese basketball player who 
ranks as the world’s second 

fallffXt man. “ AnH T nwri rr> thmlr 

I was pretty tall,” fcoida, wbo is 
6ft 3iru said, shaking his head. 

A dedicated family man. 
Korda tends to count the hours 
when parted from his wife, 
Regina, and five-year-old 
daughter, Jessica, who are cur- 
rently at their home in Florida. 
Regina is expecting a second 
child in, July, so Korda is antic- 
ipating a lonely Wimbledon. 

Rusedski, who is due to play 
his first round match tonight 
against Germany’s Mare-Kevin 
Goe Drier, needs to win both the 
title here and also next week’s 
tournament in Rotterdam if he 
is to have a chance to overtake 
Sampras. 

“Fm not thinking particularly 
about getting to No 1," he said. 
I want to improve and get to No 
3 first. Then you have to be in 
the position Korda’s in to start 
thinking about No 1." 

Yevgeny Kafelnikov, the 
Russian No 3 seed, had a fairly 
swift and reasonably comfortable 
start to the tournament, defeat- 
ing Thomas Johansson, of Swe- 
den, 6-3, 6-2 in advancing to a 
second-round match against the 
Czech Daniel Vacek. 



Petr Korda: 


in he defeat of Thornas Johansson yesterday Photograph; David Ashdown 


W Indies call up leg spinner Ramnarine 


Cricket 


Ted Corbett 

reports from Georgetown 

The West Indies selectors yes- 
terday dispelled rumours they 
were about to drop their vice- 
captain Carl Hooper, including 
him in the 13-man squad for the 
fourth Test against England, 
which starts at Bourda on Friday. 

However, they made no 
comment on reports that Hoop- 
er, whose unbeaten 94 set them 
on the way to victory in the sec- 
ond Test in Port of Spain, had 
disobeyed instructions to play in 
the three-day match between 
Guyana and England which 


ended on Monday. Hooper has 
given no reason for not playing 
for Guyana, although he is cap- 
tain. 

Hooper has been disciplined 
before for falling to play in 
matches and once sat out a 
Hong Kong sixes competition, 
although he was captain. 

The selectors did make two 
changes yesterday, bringing in 
leg-spinner Dinanath Ramnar- 
ine from Trinidad for the fast 
bowler Franklyn Rose and the 
Barbados batsman Roland 
Holder in place of the medium 
pacer Kenneth Benjamin. 

The recalled Holder, who 
has played in eight Tests and has 
an average of 29.18 with a top 


score of 91, was dropped after 
the recent 3-0 7e$t h umilia tion 
in Pakistan. 

Ramnarine, 22, played in a 
one-day international against Sri 
Lanka last June after taking 38 
wickets at an average of 2231 
in 10 Red Stripe games last sea- 
son. 

Ramnarine is considered 
the best of the bunch of young 
spinners now emerging from the 
shadows cast by the great fast 
bowlers of the recent past. 

Bowling against England in 
the two- day warm-up game 
ahead of the back-to-back Tests 
ia Trinidad, he took 5 for 7Z in- 
cluding the wickets of the Eng- 
land captain. Michael Atherton, 


jgfc SNOW REPORTS 


Ski Hocfine 

Latest snow and weather reports 
from 200+ resorts in Europe and 
North America. 

Voice reports 0691 333 110 + code 
Fax reports 0897 500 066 + code 

For a hiB Bsc of aD ski codes by 
voice or fax dW 0990 100 043 


Ski Snapshot 

At a gtance to Plow conditions at 
over 200 resorts worfikwide 
0897 500 601 

in association with 
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Alec Stewart and Graham Thor- 
pe in just 30 overs. 

The seven-month dry spell in 
Guyana, which normally has 90 
inches of rain a year, means that 
both sides will consider playing 
two spinners. The pitch, de- 
scribed as dry by local experts, 
is expected to provide turn 
from the start. 

England’s spinners. Robert 
Croft and Phil TufrielL took 17 
of the 20 Guyana wickets to fall 
m the drawn game at Everest and 
Nefl McGarrett, the Guyanese 
left-arm spinner, took eight. 

WEST INDIES SQUAD (v England, Fourth 
1W, Bourda. Guyana, atera Friday}: S 
L CsmpbA S C wfems. B C Lara*. C L 
Hoopar. S CftanderpauL J C Adams R I C 
Hokfcr. D Wteamst, C E L Ambrose N A M 
M±8saCAWbkA]RBatapDRsirBrin& 


Today’s Fixtures 


Football 

(7M antes stetecQ 

FA CUP FIFTH-BOUND REPLAYS 

Bomslay v Manchaaf Utd (7.45) — 


Montgomerie shapes up 


Andy FaircU 
reports from Dubai 


Blackburn v West Ham (7.45) . 
Crystal Palace v Arams (7.45).. 
Wofvas v WlmModon (7ASJ 


NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
FIRST DIVISION 

Btonfngtiam v Bury (7.45) _ 

Mddlasbrough v C n w (7.45) 

OPR v SfttfffeM Utt! (7 AS) 

Stoke v Chariton (7.45) 

SECOND DIVISION 

MBwaflv Watford (745) 


BELL'S SCOTTISH LEAGUE 
PREMIER DtVtSKM 

Cottle v DunfarmJIna 

Haarta v Aberdeen. 


Momerwt&v St Johnstone . 

FIRST DIVISION 
FafldrtvAyr — ... ■ ■ 

Parflck Th&tJa v Dundee 

SECOND DIVISION 
Brechin* mw a m aai C rt a rin r tian . 
CJydav Forfar. 


EartBfavS m nhoua — ad r 

Uvtnflttonv St ranr aer — 

THIRD DIVISION 

Dunbarton v Mortroea .... 

W1NSTONLEAD KENT LEAGUE Flrat 
Dtrfalon: Shappey Utd v Corinthian. 
UNMET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE 
Rrat DtvMon: Lflngney Spons v Paaca- 
bsven & Tebcombe. 

UNJBQND LEAGUE CUP FaurdMOund 
nptoy; Wnsford UuJ v Choriey. 

RYMAN LEAGUE Rrat DtvWore Leyton 
Pennant vVftrthhfl. 


For a man who has already won 
Sim (£600,000) in 1998. Colin 
Montgomerie’s personal high- 
light of the year so far is losing 
10 pounds of the fleshy variety. 
The Scot’s victory in the An- 
dersen Consulting World Cham- 
pionship has been consigned to 
the history books. "It was classed 
as part of 1997 for money and 
rankings, so it doesn’t feel like 
I’ve done anything this year 
ye L” Montgomerie said. 

Resembling more a 
Cheshire cat than a fat one. 


SCREWHX DIRECT LEAGUE Pramlar 
DMstore Cttppartwm v Threnon. 
ARNOTT INSURANCE NORTHERN 
LEAGUE Flrat DMsIon: Becflngton Ter- 
rier* v SMdon; Durham City v Crook. 
League Cup third round; Evsravoodv 
West Auckland: Hebbran v RTM New- 
carte; Penrith v Stockton 
PRESS & JOURNAL HIGHLAND 
LEAGUE: FartW*am v Bgn City 
BASS IRISH CUP Sixth-round reptoir. 
Ards v Armagh Chy (2S) (atAnntgn Cay 
FC). 

PONT1 NS LEAGUE Premier PMaJorr 
Aston V9k v ftorfoft North End 775); Tran- 
mere Rom v Evation (7LR First DM- 
eton Grimsby Tbwn v Manchester Chy 
(70); West Bfonwfch Abion v Pert Kate 

S ) ttiHah&rvan Town FC1: HwJdors- 
1 farm vSundorisnd (70). Second Di- 
vision: Blackpool v Wrexham (7.0); 
Bradford Cfty v Shrewsbury Tbwn (70): 
CarSste Unfmf v Rotherham (7X6 fat 
Grama FCJ; Burnley v Rochdale (TS). 
TWQ DMaton: Scafooroupi v Chester- 
fttJfZOL 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION 
FM DhWnc Swindon Town v Brighton 
(7S): WTnMedcr y Ipswich Town (20): 
Norwich v Southampton: Luton Town v 
Queen's Psrk Rang** (20); Tbttonhan v 
Wxt Ham Unfed f&OL 

Rugby Union 

CLUB MATCH! Cambridge Uweratty v 
PenguhsfM). 

Other sports 

TENNIS: Guardtan Orect Cup (Banwwa 
Park, London) 


Montgomerie is in confident 
mood as be begins his season 
proper tomorrow in the Dubai 
Desert Classic Until Sunday, he 
had not hit a shot with his new 
clubs but has instead spent the 
last six weeks in the gym. 

In terras of success, Monty 
is as hungry as ever. “There is 
one reason why I have won the 
Order of Merit for five years in 
a row and it is because I am as 
ambitious as I am," he said. 

Two years ago, Mont- 
gomerie took a similar break 
and opened his account with a 
victory here on the Emirates 
course. A similar start now 
would be timely - while the Eu- 
ropean Tour has been swinging 


through Asia. Australia and 
South Africa, Ernie Els has es- 
tablished a £236,020 lead over 
Scot at the lop of the money list 

Ss and Greg Norman head 
wbat is another star-studded 
field for the golf in the Gulf. But 
despite Kofi Annan already pro- 
ducing a significant result in the 
region this week, the American 
Tom Lehman withdrew at the 
Iasi minute, something Mont- 
gomerie never considered. 

“We are over 8?il miles from 
Baghdad." he said. “If there was 
something on in the south of 
France, you wouldn't move 
house to the north of Scotland, 
would you? This is as safe a 
place as you'd ever want to be." 


Weekend fixtures and pools forecast 


FA Carling Premiership 

1 Aston Via vUvarpool 2 

2 Barnshy v Whrttedon 1 

3 BacMxrn v Leicester 1 

4 Crystal Pataca v Coventry ...1 

5 Darby v Sheffield Vtodnasday 1 

8 Evert on v N6HG3SOS JC 

7 Leeds v Southanpton 1 

Abu playing: (not on coupons): Ctabsa 
v Manchester United. 

Playing Sunday: Tottenham v Bolton. 
Playing Monday: Vtoat Ham v America 

Nationwide Football League 
First Division 

8 Bury v Swindon _X 

• Charter v HuddersfMd. 1 

W Daw v Raadng 

11 Manchester CRy v Was Bram i 

12 Norwich v OPR i 

13 Oxford v Stockport j 

M Portsmouth* fawners 1 

15 StatlMd Utd « Bradford Chy 1 

IB Swxjertand v fpswtcfi i 

17 Warns w Btewi n/mm g 

Second DMsIon 

IB Bbecpooi v RAiam 2 

19 Bownemouth v Preston 1 

20 Brendan *>Wr x 

21 Brets QtyvSorttePd " 1 

22 Cfetsto v Btrttey _ 

23 N orthampton * Qtnsby .. j{ 

24 Oktrom « IMwaa 1 

25 Plymouth v Luton .. 2 

29 Watford v Bristol Rovon . ’1 

27 Wigan » Ches te rfi el d 2 

28 Wrethjm vVMAol 1 

29 WycomOe v Gtengftam x 


Third Division 
SOBanwvShrewsbuy , 

31 Bntfrtan v Chester.. . .. v 

32 Carrtendga v Mansfield , 

33 Darlngton v FtachdaJe . 

34 Hartlepool v Doncaster T. ] 

« w Note Couay I 

38 Rotherham v Utyton Oriem . ‘ J 

37 Scarborough v Hid . ... ", 

38 Scunthorpe vCanSH ] 

39 Swansea v Emter } 

«£{*Wlng (fffl on coupons) :ibn^^ v 

Bellas Scottish League 
Premier Division 

40 Aberdeen v KAnamock 

«2 Hteerreanv Celtic ■* 

43 Rangers v Hearts . .11!"““"'" “? 

44 St Johnstone v Dundee l»w 

Rrst Division 

45 Ainxie v FaSdrk 

48 Ayr v Rartich 7 

47 Dwidee v St Ifeori "" 1 

48 Hamlton v Raith 1 

4» SteUgy Morton — -J 

* Queens Paiv fuimu 
tianbeath; Rose Co^vvaS^ 36 v Co*n 


Carnival gives 
Cayard warm 
welcome 


Sailing 


Stuart Alexander 

report; from S5o Sebastao_ 


THE dream campaign that 
Paul Cayard’s first Whitbre 
Round the World Race enter 
the realms of the fantastic as 
brought EF Language into t 
winner's enclosure here 
Brazil at the end of the fifth 1 
from Auckland yesterday. 

Never in 25 years of saih 
in major events around t 
world has the Californian be 
given the sort of frenzied a 
exuberant welcome as th 
cooked up by a town in the gi 
of carnival. A 50-strong gro 
of colourfully decorated sam 

dancets were on a dockside a 

ated from the deck of a car ft 
ry, swaying and sta m p in g to t 
insistent beat of a dozen drui 
mers. 

Although well past mi 
night, thousands had left t 
main streets to cheer, with « 
com pa nying fire crackers, 
sporting hero far removed fre 
their normal footballing ido 
It was a helluva party. 

Whether the fens rea 
knew what they were applau 
mg, or even wbo, the signi 
cance was not lost onacn 
struggling to take it all in. “I 
fantastic.” said the watch lead 
Magnus Oisson. “It’s almost t< 
much.” 

For crew member Kin 
Worthington, the first 17 da 
had provided “the best saili 
of my life”. No problems wi 
frostbitten hands this time, jt 
surge after surge of high-spei 
excitement and the only nerv 
were for their women countc 
parts on EF Education whi 
their mast came down. 

“You know if you fall off tl 
edge it is going to be pretty ba 
but we had hardly any don 
time and the only serious brea 
age was a spinnaker pole. V 
carry a spare,” he said 

Even when they were dov 

the order at the beginning of tl 

stage there were no real co 
cents. “We were where v 
wanted to be, it all fitted t 
gether, and then we start: 
picking people off ahead of 
and after a couple of days v 
were leading." he added. 

Cayard, who flies to & 
Francisco and the likelihood i 
a major cash announcement fi 
his America's Cup campaign, 
now 96 points dear of his nea 
est rival. That almost equates ; 
a complete leg, so he can affoi 
a major setback and still be 
the running. 

Still on the water. Dee Smi: 
was nursing a crack in the ma 
of third-placed Cbessie Racii 
while still hunting down Rr 
Hewer, just 16 miles ahead i 
turn in Brunei Sunergy. 

Thetrio of Gunnar Kranfa 
Swedish Match, Grant Da 

i.°° S .. M eril Cup an( j Pa, 
Mandbndges Toshiba wet 
resigned to racing f 0r f 0lir) 
place as the two boats ahead < 

wiem continued to profit fro. 

RdH 8 .ff" 1 eaS1 rauild 
RdUand Islands. The gamble < 

g?wg further west by Krii 

f rostad seemed to have Me 

m an Innovation Kvaemerals 
with a crack in the mast 

Back in the UK, the Silk Q 

s*upper, Lawrie Smith, wt 
^ Possibility c 
min? ? bim to claii 

for the leg. even thoug 
ne boat was motor-sailing bej 

“^^“^andhufln 
In Ushuaia, the EFshoi 
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Players’ lack 
of passion 
hurt Little 

At one stage Aston Villa seemed to be on 
course for a championship challenge.. But, as 
Glenn Moore explains, something was amiss 


FOR ONCE a game of Villa 
Park Cluedo may not have end- 
ed with just Deadly Doug, in the 
Boardroom, holding a smoking 
gun. Instead, the guilty cards 
could also reveal Sian Colly- 
more and Savo Milosevic, in the 
dressing-room, with a sawn -off 
shotgun. Why that weapon? 
Anything more precise and 
they would have missed. 

While the Aston Villa, chair- 
man, Doug EUis. may prove to 
have been ultimately responsi- 
ble for Brian Little's resignation 
as manager, certain players ap- 
pear to bear more than iheir 
usual burden of guilt. One is 
Milosevic. Bought on the evi- 
dence of a video, he has only just 
returned to the team after be- 
ing suspended for spitting at 
fans. He only came back to 
maintain bis World Cup chances 
and is thought to he looking for- 
ward to next summer when his 
contract expires and he can ne- 
gotiate a post-Bosman payday. 

As for Coliymore, this is 
what Marcus Gayle, the Wim- 
bledon striker said after playing 
against him on Saturday: “Nco- 
League players would give 
everything for his shirt and 
play in the Premiership for 
nothing. Stan didn't want to 
know, yet he earns all this mon- 
ey. It’s not about money though. 


it's about hunger and Stan just 
hasn't got it any more.” 

Even these two may bear the 
thumbprint of EUis's tinkering. 
The chairman is believed to 
have been an enthusiastic sujv 
poner of the signings of Colly- 
more and Milosevic, but, 
despite a recent share issue, he 
has been unable to produce the 
funds required to strengthen the 
team further. 

Little must inevitably take a 
measure of responsibility for 
Villa's current plight They may 
be in (he last eight of the Uefa 
Cup but they have lost four of 
their last five Premiership 
matches and are perilously dose 
to the relegation zone. In recent 
weeks, their play has been no- 
table for its lack of passion and 
some of the team selections 
have provoked surprise. 

After a bright start with the 
purchases of players like Mark 
Draper and Gareth Southgate, 
Little’s dealings in the transfer 
market have been flawed. As 
well as spending £1 lm on Col- 
lymore and Milosevic, he wast- 
ed £4m on Sasa Curcic and has 
barely played Julian Joachim. In 
addition, young players have not 
come through as hoped. 

After saving Villa from rel- 
egation when be replaced Ron 
Atkinson in November 1994, 



Brian little (right) invested heavily in Stan Coliymore, but the signing did not pay dividends 


Photograph: Empics 


Little took the clob to fourth 
and fifth in the Premiership and 
also won the Coca-Cola Cup. 

Little played three at the 
back and two up, a policy worked 
out with players on long walks 
in the Wirwi deshire countryside 
in the summer of 1 995. In attack. 
Dwight Yorke provided sparkle, 
but it became obvious last sea- 
son that they lacked that extra 
ingredient championship con- 
tenders require. 

Thus the move for Colly- 
more. It is said, in some quar- 


ters, that he was Ellis's signing, 
rushed upon Little in May. Per- 
haps. hut Little would surely not 
have spent £7m on a player he 
did not want The move did ap- 
pear to make sense. Coliymore, 
a Holte Ender as a boy. still lived 
in his beloved Cannock. If any 
club could make Coliymore lick 
again Villa, it seemed, could and 
no one doubts his talent, just its 
application. With a Coliymore 
in form. Villa would have that 
unpredictability in attack that 
can turn draws into wins. 


Hodgson backs players’ ‘racism* denial 


By Alan Nixon 

ROY HODGSON, the Black- 
bum Rovers manager, defend- 
ed his players yesterday against 
allegations of anti-Semitism 
levelled by the West Ham mid- 
fielder Eyal Berkovitch. 

Hodgson is angry about the 
furore caused by the Israeli’s 
claims, backed by his manager, 
Harry Redknapp. that there 
were racist jibes in the recent FA 
Cup tie between the two sides. 
Kevin Gallacher. sent off fol- 
lowing an altercation with 
Berkovitch, denied any involve- 
ment on Monday. 

“I didn't hear anything and 
I was close to Harry Redknapp 
in the dug-outs.” Hodgson said 


in the run-up to tonight's replay. 
“If he heard it, he heard it. I am 
not suggesting he didn't This is 
a storm in a teacup. It disap- 
points me to talk about it. It dis- 
appoints me that people think 
it is a subject of attention. It dis- 
appoints me as an intelligent 
person to discuss iL As far as I'm 
concerned this is a football 
match. The racist talk is ridicu- 
lous. l*m not interested in that. 

“In a match between two 
Premier League sides there 
will be situations where things 
get heated. The referee was in 
charge and we did not have 
words in that respect. He will 
take care of things that may or 
may not have occurred.' 7 

The Football Association 


confirmed last night that the ref- 
eree, Peter Jones, did not men- 
tion any abuse in his report. 

Both GaDacher and Blackburn 
are. still aggrieved that his red card 
offence has not been changed on 
appeal and it emerged that Jones 
has not even been allowed to view 
the incident on tape. 

Hodgson said: "The real 
controversy is that Gallacher 
was sent off, not what people 
are alleged to have said. That 
is stupid nonsense. We are los- 
ing Gallacher for three games 
for an offence that he did not 
commit. We arc still angry at 
that injustice, but we can do 
nothing about it. 

“The refeTee has had noth- 
ing to do with it. We think the 


referee is the man who should 
derided on our appeal. 

“We think when he sees the 
video and reflects that there was 
no elbow involved or no delib- 
erate intent to hit the player that 
would change things entirely. 

' “Only the referee can make 
that decision and we hope he can 
be given that chance. Kevin 
patently did not elbow 
Berkovitch in the face and 
patently did not mean to do it” 

Gallacher is upset that he has 
been singled out while several 
other similar clashes have gone 
unpunished recently. Hodgson 
said: “Kevin has told me of five 
incidents he has seen recently 
where no action was taken. 
There is no uniformity.” 


Barnsley see chance for revenge against weakened United 


By Guy Hodgson 

ALL BETS will be off if Eng- 
land or Scotland win the World 
Cup this summer but the nation 
has probably already seen its 
favourite sporting moment of 
1998. Britons kwe witnessing the 
mighty stumbling and few have 
hit terra firma as hard as Peter 
Schmeichei 10 days ago. 

His hash of a simple clear- 
ance against Barnsley at Old 
Trafford launched a million 
sniggers and the repercussions 
have spread beyond the Danish 
goalkeeper's embarrassment. U 
takes something exceptional for 
Manchester United to arrive at • 


Sporting Digest 


OakwelJ for tonight’s FA Cup 
fifth-round replay as underdogs 
yet rational examination of the 
teams will make them so. 

The champions will be with- 
out eight players tonight as they 
attempt to reach a sixth-round 
tie at Newcastle and even the 
best squad in the Premiership 
creaks under such circum- 
stances. “We've a bit of reor- 
ganising to do.” their manager, 
Alex Ferguson, said. “I hope we 
come up with the right answer. 

No result seemed to under- 
line Barnsley’s inadequacies 
more than the 7-0 thrashing at 
Ok! Tiraflbrd in the League in D> 
loben now a chance of revenge 


has come along. So what if it is 
a side of reserves, they are wear- 
ing United shirts aren't they? 

“We are under no illusions 
about the size of our task, even 
though they'll have a weakened 
side and wc now have home ad- 
vantage,” said John Hendrie, 
who scored Barnsley’s goal in the 
first match because of Schme- 
ichel's raiskick made for videos. 

Talking about that goal he 
added: “When Schmeichei mis- 
cued I thought ‘What’s on 
here?'. I saw a new chapter 
looming in my autobiography, 
and my little legs went like the 
clappers to knock the ball in.” 

Barnsley’s manager, Danny 


McColgan seeks return to winning ways 


Athletics 

UZ McCOLGAN has con- 
firmed her entry to the Bupa 
Great North Run for a fourth 
successive year and is deter- 
mined to make up for missing 
out on a hat-trick of titles. 

The Scottish long-distance 
runner, who first won the event 
in 1992, added further victories 
in 1995 and I99ffbut slipped to 
third place last year behind the 
Kenyan Lucia Subano and her 
British rival Marian Sutton. 


McColgan insists she can re- 
turn to winning ways in this sea- 
son’s Newcastle to South 
Shields half-marathon on 4 Oc- 
tober, which is expected to at- 
tract a record 40,000 entries. 

“Last year I felt comfortable 
in Lhe early stages of the race. 
I was jogging along feeling 
great and you can imagine bow 
annoyed I was when 1 couldn’t 
God the pace to stay with the 
field." she said. 

“1 have a special affection for 
the race. The support I receive 


from spectators is tremendous 
and 1 owe it to them to put 
things right this autumn.” 

Richard Nerurkar returns to 
championship cross-country run- 
ning in Cardiff on Sunday hop- 
ing to seal his place in Britain's 
team for next month’s World 
Championships in Marrakech. 
The 34-year-old, who won the 
English title three limes before 
switching to the marathon, will 
compete at Buie Park in the 
Reebok UK Championships, 
which is also the world trials. 


Griffiths resigns because of power struggles 


Snooker 

THE troubled world of snook- 
er entered a new chapter yes- 
terday when Terry Griffith^ the 
fanner world champion, quit his 
£ 50 . 000 -a-year post as director 
of coaching with the game’s gov- 
erning body, the World Profes- 
sional Billiards and Snooker 
Association. He bad held lhe po- 
sition for the- past two years. 

Griffiths sakt “The continued 

political problems within the 


game makes my job impossible. 
Trying to deal with the Associa- 
tion under normal arcumstances 
is difficult enough. Butjusr late- 
ly the current horrific situation 

has left me in an untenable po- 
sition. I am bitterly disappoint- 
ed but I had no alternative. 
Since my appointment ray work 
has been disrupted by power 
struggles within the game ” 
Griffiths, world champion 
at bis first attempt in 1979, de- 
clined to elaborate on his future 


plans. However, he would be an 
ideal candidate for chairman 
should Rex Williams be voted 
out of office at an extraordinary 
. general meeting in Bristol next 
Wednesday. 

Last (tight his employers 
paid tribute to Griffiths, saying: 
“We are naturally concerned 
about the reasons he gave for his 
resignation. We will be malting 
evejy effort to persuade him that 
the current problems within the 
game wiU soon be resolved.” 


Wilson, would forgo temporary 
satisfaction tonight if he could 
swap it for the lingering expe- 
rience of Premiership survival. 
It Is a feeling shared by sc coo d- 
from-bottom Crystal Palace, 
who will have a home tie against 
either Blackburn or West Ham 
if they can defeat Arsenal - both 
those games are also tonight- 
Wolves will play Steve Bull 
at home against Wimbledon in 
tonight's other replay. The strik- 
er’s first game since November 
will test his recovery from a knee 
operation, but he oould make all 
the difference. Waives have suf- 
fered four 1-0 defeats in tbeir 
last six League games. 


American football 
John Sway, the Denver Broncos quar- 
terback wno led Ns team to victory in 
the Super Bowl last month, had minor 
surgery an Ns right shoulder yester- 
day and should recover wrtran six 
weefs. 'ft was routine, and rt was suc- 
cessful,* Paul Kirk, the Broncos 
spokesman, said Sway, who has no* 
said whether ha wfflretun lor Ns 18to 
NFL season, wS have better range of 
motion and less pain when he throws, 
the Denver trainee Steve Antonopu- 
bs. said. Qway, 37, injured the shoul- 
der whan he was thrown to the 
ground during a game in October, but 
dti not report the injuy tirS after the 
Super BoWL He has not decided 
whether Co repair a tom biceps mus- 
cle In Ns right arm. The Neaps was 
tom doing a pre-season gams last 
year but da not bother Elwey during 
tos season 

Basketball 

NBA: Detroit m Sa cramento 85; CNcago 
97 Ctevetantf 75; Charioflfl nB Denver SB; 
Seattle U1 LA Cappers 10Q 

Bowls 

England coasted to a 3-0 victory 
agam Austrab in Sydney to corrotete 
a dean sweep in the three-Test series 
Austrafia won only one of the nine 
games played In the best-of-tfnee se- 
nes, with England winning the firat Tea 
3-0 and the second 2-1 


cam ■ i ia niiw nae ir% - — 

Jacrtsati e-2 2-tt B-2 6-0 p** Otway 
and Thomson (Enfll bt 0 tesson and .b- 

cobsen (Aus) M 6-7 7-6 8-a Sfcwte: AI- 
cock (Engl bt Keitow (Aus) 7-4 7-2 7-5, 
Engtamd M Australia 3-9. 

Boxing 

Geoff McCreesh, the British wetter- 
weight champion. Is insisting on In- 
terest being added to a puse he has 

stiff to receive In full from lesf No- 


Collymon; was unpredictable 
all right Even his biggest de- 
tractors did not predict he would 
score only four Premiership 
goals in the first seven months, 
not one of them a winning one. 
Little has persisted with him but 
changed everything else, trying 
three up front, then rwo, then 
switching to four at the back. 

Noth ing has worked, except 
in Europe where VHla have 
shown passion, patience and 
perception. Which makes yes- 
terday an odd time to leave, a 

Ince still 
believes title 
is possible 

THE Liverpool captain, Paul 
Ince, is refusing to give up on 
his team’s Premiership title 
chances, even after Monday 
night’s 1-1 Merseyside deity 
draw with Everton that left his 
side nine points behind the 
leaders, Manchester United. 

Ince stressed they will not 
throw in the towel, following suit 
after his manager, Roy Evans, 
gave a similar assurance. 

“What we must cling on to 
is the fact that we know we 
played well, as individuals and 
as a team,” be said. “It’s that be- 
lief we must carry with us as we 
go into the last 1 1 games.” 

Ince grabbed the face-saving 
equaliser to salvage the 1-1 
draw against Everton at AnEeld 
and believes Liverpool deserved 
to win. 

He said: “Looking at the 
game we could have been three 
up in the first 10 minutes. No- 
body can deny that, if any of 
those had gone in we would 
have lacked on and won. 

“But they got one and then 
threw away a wonderful chance 
of a second before I scored. But, 
to be frank, for them to have 
bad a 2-0 lead would have been 
very unjust 

“People wiU say we played 
well, and we did. But at the end 
of the day you must win your 
home games if you are going to 
win the championship. " 


vsmberS vacant European trtte chal- 
lenge h Italy. McCreesh should have 
been paJd between E26-Z7M0 by 
Kalan promoter Roberto SabbeUri for 
his bout with Michele HccJriio In No- 
vara, a fight which he lost in four 
rounds ana afterwards had to go to 
hospital for treatment to his badly 
swoSen face To date, McCreesh re- 
ceived around £15000 in two pay- 
ments, said Board of Control 
secretary John Morris today. A 
promised third payment bringing 
the amount to £21000 has stffl not 
been received, and Morris is cam- 
paigning hard to get McCreesh the 
rest of Ns money. 

Cricket 

ThB Sri Lankan selectors have retained 
AttjtaRanaas».themanwhocsp- 
tehsd toe Wald Cup winning teem two 
years aga to toad toe country to toe 
forthcoming tour of South Africa 
Ranabtoga. 35 has often spoken of 
retfrtig from first-class cricket, but the 
Board of Control for Cricket yesterday 
named him captain of the 16 -man- 
squad tor the toir b eghnhg on 3 
March. 

SRI LANKA SOU AD (tor tour of South 
Africa In March}: A ft anatunga (caprtairi), 

H’^Setoratim R 
Kahiwntarana. K Dharmasona. M Mu- 
rabtharan. C teas, R PushpaXumara. S de 
Sm.MJ q ww j jd Mta .R Arnold. UChandana. 
P Wlckra maan ^B. 

Cycling 

The German rider Eifc Zabe) won the 
first stage of the Tour of Valencia yes- 
terday after holding off compatriot 
Marcel Wtst at the end of atough i*j- 
h3 sprint Zabe! had appeared to be 
fading but found new fife in the ftoal 
few metres. The par httf found some 
breathing space gong Mo the tong, 
final straight and were able to finish 
dear of the chasing pack led in by 
Italy’s Mario Traversori. The Tour 
continues on Wednesday with a 153- 


week before they meet Alleti- 
co Madrid in the Uefa Cup 
quarter-finals. It would appear 
that Ellis and Little, who he 
signed as an apprentice three 
decades ago and still main- 
tained a paternal air towards, 
had an unreconcilable dis- 
agreement Maybe Little, em- 
boldened by the standing 
ovation be received from the 
shareholders at Monday night’s 
AGM, demanded more of El- 
lis financially than the chairman 
was willing - or able - to give. 


Maybe Fllis believed Little bad 
run out of ideas to lift the 
team. 

After Saturdays defeat at 
Seihurst Park, Wimbledon's 
players were scathing about Vil- 
la. “They don’t know how much 
trouble they are in.” Jason Eu- 
ell said: “I think they’re going 
to struggle. They haven't got that 
kilte r instinct” No one could ac- 
cuse Villa’s chairman of lacking 
the killer instinct, it is just a 
shame that some of the dub’s 
players were not as deadly. 


Pele expects Brazil 
World Cup bid 


BRAZIL are likely to bid to 
host the 2006 World Cup, ac- 
cording to Pele. The double 
World Cup winner and Brazil- 
ian sports minister, visiting 
Hong Kong on business and to 
attend a coaching school, said 
that if Brazil did not bid for the 
tournament then he would sup- 
port an African bid. He said: 
“Brazil, Argentina, a lot of 
countries who are in the World 
Cup will probably bid.” 

Brian Laudrup yesterday 
admitted he indicated to Ajax 
he would be joining them next 
season, not Chelsea. The Dutch 
club's coach, Morten Olsen, is 
furious that the Rangers play- 
er is moving to Stamford Bridge 
in the summer. 

Laudrup said: “It’s true that 
1 gave the impression to Morten 
four weeks ago that I would 
choose Ajax. I felt under pres- 
sure to do so because I bad a 
feeling that if I didn't act quick- 
ly the agreement with Ajax 
would fall through. I’m sorry to 
have disappointed him." 

The leader of Real Madrid's 
most extreme supporters has 
been banned from sports events 
for three years and fined five 
million pesetas (£20,000). Jose 
Luis Ochaita. leader of the in- 
famous Ultras Sur and a well- 
known face at Real football 
matches, tried to attack 
Barcelona players at the end of 
a basketball game last year. 


km stage between Cafpe and 
Vakfigna. The leg tnctudes one sec- 
ond category and five third catego- 
ry efimb s , including the Alta de la 
Drcna hi shortly before the finish The 
mountains wB prove a chalange to 
Zabe) who last year sprinted to vio 

toryinthefffStstegeafthaTtxrafAn- 
datecia and heU on against the odds 
to win the race 

The American Chad Gartech won the 
seventh stage of toe 1998 Le Tour 
de Langkaw in Malaysia yesterday 
but toe Italian Andrea Tan remains 
the TourS overall leader. GeriacftS 
frantic sprint In the final 100 metres 
gave hsn the edge over AusiraXan 
Peter Rogers and Ripino Carlo Ja- 
sul, who tot* second and third 
places, respectively: AB three record- 
ed GeriachS whning time of 3 hous 
53 minutes and 58 seconds. The sev- 
enth stagey which was held in the 
southern state of Johor, covered a 
distance of 178km. 

Football 

Norway have named eight English- 
based players in their teem for the 
World Cup warm-up match against 
Franca in MarseBes today. The eight 
tafode toe entre defence and goal- 
keeper, as wel as the Chelsea strik- 
er Tore Ancke Flo and the Blackburn 
midfielder Lara BoNnea 
NORWAY (v France, MhhHm, today): 
Gradn (Tfttenham), Katana (Lssdsi Berg 
(Manchester United}. Lundsfcvam 
fSoulhamf*»4 Bfenwby* (Liverpool). Rod 




Stenwtaijd (Bayer Uworitusont Mykfand 
{Mhtaalal Strand! (f*netf*BfcosSl Flo 


Geny McMahon, the Stoke 
City winger, is discussing per- 
sonal terms with St Johnstone 
after the clubs agreed an 
£85,000 fee yesterday. If the 
Northern Ireland international 
makes lhe move, he will join Da- 
vide Xausa, a Canadian who 
signed for the Scottish Premier 
Division dub yesterday until the 
end of the season after having 
his trial at'Stoke cancelled. 

Three of Ireland's senior 
clubs, all Dublin-based, today 
condemned Clydebank's deci- 
sion to try to relocate to the Re- 
public. Shelbourne and 
Bohemians, who flushed second 
and third in the League last sea- 
son, are vehemently opposed to 
the proposal as are University 
College, Dublin. 

Homeless Clydebank, who 
are attracting an average gate 
of 286 at Dumbarton’s ground, 
say they have an arrangement 
to lease the Royal Dublin So- 
dety Arena from next season. 

Shelbourne s secretary, Ollie 
Byrne, said: “We are treating 
Clydebank's proposal as a joke. 
It hasn’t got a dog’s chance. It is 
not a Tunner and has no credence 
at alL What this proposal does 
do is undermine the credibility 
of the structure of the League of 
Ireland and that makes me an- 
gry. Say J uven tus or Milan want- 
ed to leave the Italian League 
and relocate to Spain, it wouldn't 
be allowed to happen." 


MOMMY'S LATE RESULTS: FA Ctrfrn 
PramtaMp*. Liverpool i Everton i OH 
Uuaftaa Conference: HsdnestatJ j Fam- 
borough 0 ; KMuemtoser 5 Stalytoridoe 0 . 
Bor# Scottish Umim First DMden: 
Hbmton 1 St Mian 1 CnBond Leagu# Pro- 
mlsr Division; Errfcry 2 RaddKfe Borourti 
a WtetoRtMC* Kant League Ffrst Btvfefcvr: 
Ertti town Q Heme Bay 2. Ponthn Lsague 
First Division: Bolton 1 Wolves 0 fat 
Reebok Stadium). Avon insurance Cotn- 
bination First Division: Brighton 1 Oxford 
Utd ^ (a Worthing}. tntornstionaJ Frtend- 
ly: Jamnfca2 (Goocfccn 3r. W*ams40) Mgs- 
ns 2 (YUui 34, Stoss 77) (at XJngstori). 


I. Spanish Lmgus: 
Bt Kfco 7(3 Real Za 


Stok* M<b Macari is haring a trial 
with the Second Division dub, Black- 
pool whose manager MdoI Wbr- 
thington played for toe Mtfands club 

last season. 

Wfatford have Gfried toe RapuMc of 
tebncf Under-21 strter DomWc Fo- 
ley on a months loan from Wolvw- 
hampton Hbnderere. 


Zaragoza 1 (Sofa 


Ice hockey 

The Toronto Maple Leafs have agreed 

a contract extension with ther captain: 
Mela Sundn. that wS keep Nm with 
the team ta toe 2001 season. Terms 
were not announced, but The Toron- 
toSun reported yesterday that the deal 
could average $7m £4fim) to S8m per 
season. 

Rugby Union 

Richard Turner, Moseley's former 
Coventry scrum-halt has retired from 
fi*-tene regby. .providing a fresh sat- 
backfor hra crisis-ridden ABed Drn- 
bar PremtersNp Two cMi 

CHELTENHAM AMD GLOUCESTER CUP 
Badfwd or Bristol v Sale; Leicester v 
Gtoucasler. (Marches to be played 21 

Squash 

Britan wfll have five of last seasons 

topefgw scorers in last seasonti PSA 

H-lec Super Series in the Equitable 
ufe Finals at The Galena in Hafflefd 
whfch starts tomorrow. The British 
dwnpion Simon Rarke comes into toe 
wght-man field to replace Ahmed 
Baratfe. Tho Egyptian world No 5 has 
withdrawn because of flu Scotland^ 
Warid No x Pater fified Wteish No t 
Alex Gou$i and Uncohstwels Mark 
Chaloner made lhe field by right 


Real Betis 
entertain 
Blues referee 

By Bill Pierce 

CHELSEA have asked Uefa. 
tbc governing body of European 
football, to investigate a report 
that the Swedish referee and 
linesmen who will fake charge 
of their European Cup- Winners’ 
Cup quarter-final against Real 
Betis next week, were guests of 
the Spanish club at their match 
against Espanol on Sunday. 

Leif Sundell and his two 
appointed assistants for the 
Cup-Winnere Cup first leg tie in 
Seville next Thursday arc said 
to have watched the game from 
1 the Betis directors’ box. 

And that is against Uefa's 
policy that dubs should have no 
contact with any officials ap- 
pointed to their European 
games until the day before the 
match - a policy designed to 
eliminate any possibility or 
suggestion of bribery. 

A Chelsea spokesperson 
said today: “We have asked 
Uefa to look into the matter." 

A Uefa spokeswoman said: 
“We shall fry to find out about 
this and if it is correct we will 
first of all ask Real Betis for an 
explanation." 

In fact, the Spanish club - 
who will come to Stamford 
Bridge for the second leg of the 
tie on March 19 - could face 
a heavy sanction even if Sun- 
dell’s appearance at the Espanol 
game was entirely innocent. 

And tbe Blues may even ask 
for a new set of officials to be 
appointed for both legs to make 
sure there is ao suspicion of 
irregularity. 

Television footage taken by 
Canal Plus shows Sundell and 
several other Swedish officials 
chatting to Betis fans during 
Sunday's match. “[Sun dell] was 
recognised by some fans and had 
to put up with their jokes about 
the result of the forthcoming 
game,” said the Spanish sports 
daily Marca yesterday. 

£1 ,5m Austrian 
chooses Leeds 

LEEDS LINITED have signed 
the Austrian Under-21 in- 
ternational Martin Hiden for 
£l_5m, writes Alan Nixon. 

The Rapid Vienna defend- 
er, who chose to go to El land 
Road over a rival bid from Liv- 
erpool, will go straight into the 
first-team squad and could fig- 
ure in the FA Cup. He is due to 
complete the deal today and will 
be eligible for the quarter-finals. 

Sheffield Wednesday have 
signed the Everton right-back. 
Earl Barrett, on a free transfer 
to replace Ian Nolan, who is out 
for the season with a broken leg. 
Barrett, 30. had begun a second 
loan spell at Sheffield United 
but was recalled by Everton 
when Wednesday offered a per- 
manent deal. Barrett, set to 
make his debut at Derby on Sat- 
urday, was signed from Oldham 
by the current Wednesday man- 
ager, Ron Atkinson, six years 
ago for £L7m at Aston Mila 
from 01db3m. 

Atkinson is also trying to sign 
Steve Staunton, the Aston Vil- 
la and Republic of Ireland de- 
fender, on a free transfer at the 
end of the season, with the lure 
of a £2m contract. Wednesday 
can pick up Staunton for noth- 
ing when his contract expires, 
and arc willing to pay him 
around £33.000 a week for 
three seasons. 


wNJe Essexfc Del Harris was brought 
in last week to replace CanadasJo- 
natoon Ranee toe world Nd 3 wN> has 
a tom ankte BgamanL Jansher Khan, 
of Pakistan, returns to defend the ti- 
tle he won last year whto Australa ate 

represented by world champion Ftod- 
Eyles and the world No 8 Anthony 

Table tennis 

Ibrry Yxng was the ortiy Englsh qual- 
ifier out ot ttvee to Join the England 
No X Matthew Syed, in toe Qatar 
Open Championships in Doha yes- 
tenlay. Vbung reached toe mail menti 
singles competition by beating Nazal 
Huq. d Bamladesh, and Mohammed 


FfomeN, of Qatar, before overcoming 
Denmark's Mads Sorensen 21-19 
15-21 21-16. 

Tennis 

Andre Agassi wtl represent the Unit- 
ed States Jn rts first-round Davis Cup 
World Group match against Russia. 
The ttvBCKiay event wi be held from 
3 to 5 April at the International Ten- 
nis Center at Stone Mountain, Geor- 
gia. near Atlanta. 

GUARDIAN DIRECT CUP (BaBsreea PWfc. 
London) Singles, (fast round: K Kucera 
IStowen) bf G Racux (FT) 6-7 7-6 6-4; F 
Dewtfl (Bel) bt G Banco (Sp) 6-2 7-5; C 
Borne tor) bt F Gsvet (Spi S-1 7-e. P Kor- 
da (Cz Rep) W D Pnnos* iGer) 7-6 6-7 6- 
4; M GuEtafs&on (Swe) bt B Stevan (NZ) 6-7 
e-a Y Kafsinicov (Rut) bt T Johansson 
(Swe) 6-3 6-2 

ADVANTA CHAMPIONSHIPS {PMadst- 
pbte) Singles, first round: G Stafford (SA) 
tXRFion&erp (Aus) 7-6 7-6; T Marin (US) 


bt T NydaM (SwbJ 6*3: F Mefigen (Br) 
bt J A vtoca (Sp) 7-6 6-5; A Gaufeoi lit) 
bt D Sang&teto flt) 4-fl 6-1 S-a 
WTA TOUR (LilKAiiQRrst round: L Ray- 
mond (US) bt M 'iaMhez-taramn ($hj 
5-3, A GarS (Cz Rep) biKHabjudova (Sto- 
MkJ 7-6 ret; S Fama (It) bt Y BbbiA, (ln- 
don) 6-3 6-4; A Maiaesmo (Fri b« a 
C arisson (Swe) 6-0 7-6; U Maleeva 13 ^, 
bt A Glass (Ger ) 6-1 6-0 ' ' 
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R< Little goes after Ellis summons 


Football 


By Catherine Riley and 
Chris Mauime 

BRIAN UTILE’S troubled 
season wife Aston Villa came to 
a premature and sensational 
end yesterday when he left his 
post as the club’s manager. 

Although it was first an- 
nounced that Little had gone 
voluntarily, it later emerged 
that he may have been forced 
into resigning fay the Villa 
chairman, Doug Ellis, who has 
sometimes enjoyed less than 
cordial relations with the pro- 
cession of managers during 
his 23-year tenure at Villa Park 
and has earned the nickname 
of “Deadly”. 


Ellis read out a prepared 
statement yesterday e vening, 
which was more telling for the 
things it did not mention. The 
V31a chairman did not say he 
made any attempt to persuade 
Little to stay. “I am sad and dis- 
appointed to announce that Bri- 
an litde has resigned as manager 
of Aston Villa forthwith,” ElEs 
said. 

“We are in the process of se- 
curing fee services of another 
team manager, but in the mean- 
time Allan Evans and the 
coaching staff of Kevin Mac- 
Donald, TbnyMcAndrew, Mal- 
colm Beard and Pan! Barron 
will be in charge. We wish Bri- 
an the best of luck in whatever 
be chooses to do In the future.” 

Ellis met littie earty yester- 


day uKHning at fee dub’s train- 
ing ground, although it was 
thought that the chairman’s 
mam reason for being there was 
to have treatment on an injury 
he sustained playing tennis. 

Later, little turned up at V0- 
la Part for an interview and at 

that point was apparently un- 
aware of a summons from El- 
lis- He apologised to the 
journalist upon his arrivals! Vil- 
la Park, saying he would be 30 
minutes late for their talk 

When he did reappear, he 
was grim-faced mid refused to 
answer any questions about 
what had happened in the 
meeting with FJfaj other than 
to say feat any other comments 
would have to come from the 
chairman. He immediately left 


Villa Park, apparently shocked 
by the morning’s events. EDis 
also declined to make any fur- 
ther comment 

Little’s departure comes af- 
ter Villa's 2-1 defeat at Wim- 
bledon on Saturday, which left 
fee dub 15th in fee Premier 
League and faring a Uefa Cup 
quarter-final first leg at Alleti- 
co Madrid next Tbesday. 

Only on Monday evening 
little had received a standing 
ovation from a meeting of 
shareholders after he had a 
long and frank discussion with 
Villa supporters concerned 
about the dub’s position. 

Last nig ht, fee chairman of 
the Aston Villa Shareholders’ 
Association, Buck Chinn, said* 
“1 feel very much that he has 


been hounded out and has not 
received the support he de- 
served from fee dub. Last night 
he spoke to a shareholders’ as- 
sociation meeting and sat down 
to a standing ovation. He an- 
swered questions for over two 
hours. He needn’t have, he 
could have refused. But he 
spoke franldy and openly about 
fee dub and his feelings here. 
’ 1 am completely shocked. 1 had 
□o indication that this was go- 
ing to happen.” 

Ttoo former Villa players, 
Bruce Rfodh and David Platt, 
head the list of possible candi- 
dates to succeed Little - him- 
self a former player at the dub 
— as manager. Rioch, a former 
Villa captain, has been out of 
fee game since be was sacked 


as assistant manager of Queen s 

Park Rapgeis in November. 

He proved his managerial cre- 
dentials during stints at Mid- 
dlesbrough and Bolton, ■and in 

his one season with Arsenal, he 

took them into Europe. 

Platt, a former England cap- 
tain, knows that his days as a 
player at Highbuxy are coming 
to an end. The midfielder was 
linked with Southampton in the 
summer, but a return to the 
West Midlands for him would 

prorepopularwiftVillaiaBs, es- 
pecially as be was fee inspiration 
behind the side which finished 
second in fee League in 1990. 

Ruud. Gullit will presum- 
ably be looking for a new dub 
after his recent acrimonious 
split wife Gbelsea, but his wage 



side Villa Park last nigh 1 - 

Walter Smith, who is feavmg i 

j^^iafeesummfir.has^- standing 

pressed a desire I0 I ^JL (e 
fee Preraieislup and 
fee ridit credentials for Elhs. 

Villa, though, would have to 
wait until the end of 

to secure his services, whKfem^ 

touted for a return to fee Eng- — - Uflile d detenus - — 

X-acoewife Swansea City. The t 1 would surety be in- 

taEXl Madrid coa£ * 

who had a short spell m charge vm ^ 

of 'Whies, is currently Glenn Moore, page 17 

fee Turkish side Besiktas, but 


^ db epersu^*““‘“ 

»***■ „ nice is another poe- 
StCVC Seas, like Platt, be 

able caruiidatcas. ^ ofh}s 

feapiayCT ^Sing 10 eateT 

carcCT ‘iflt ThefonnerMan- 



Injury puts 
Fowler’s 
World Cup 
in doubt 


By Glenn Moore 


GLENN HODDLE last night 
offered a message of hope to 
Robbie fowler as the Liver- 
pool striker prepared for surgery 
after suffering a severe knee in- 
jury during Monday nights Pre- 
miership match wife Everton. 

The England coach insisted 
Fowler was still in his World 
Cup plans, despite fears from 
his club that he will be out until 
September after tearing fee 
marital ligaments and damaging 
the cartilage in his left knee. 

Fowler was injured in a last- 
minute collision wife fee Ever- 
ton goalkeeper, Thomas Myhre. 
He is currently in hospital and 
will be operated on once fee 
swelling subsides. 

“I knew it was serious when 
X saw fee incident on television 
last night,” Hoddle said. “It is 
sad and wretched luck for Rob- 
bie, especially as he has worked 
extremely hard to recover his 
form in recent games. He re- 
acted absolutely as.l hoped to 
his exclusion from the squad. 

*■101111 Gorman [Hoddle *s 
assistant] has spoken to his fa- 
ther and 1 am looking forward 
to speaking to Robbie myself. 
We all wish him well If fee op- 
eration is as successful as we 
hope it will be and he recover? 
quiridy, we believe he still might 
be available for fee summer.” 


That must, however, be un- 
likefy as fowler may need tiro op- 
erations and wiD then need to 
gain both fitness and justify a 
place in the squad. So for, Hod- 
dle has only picked him twice 
and, although he scored both 
times, be was left out of fee squad 
for the recent match wife Chile. 

Only in November, he 
marked his second England 
start under the current coach by 
scoring in fee 2-0 Wembley 
wan over Cameroon, but since 
then he has found the net just 
five times in 16 games for Liv- 
erpool, foiling to score a single 
Premiership goal in 1998. 

Fowler, bitterly disappoint- 
ed at being left out of the Chile 
squad, hoped to prove his point 
to Hoddle, although his ladr of 
fortune in front of goal has con- 
tinued. 

Fowler was also capped five 
times under the previous Eng- 
land manager. Tfeny Venables, 
although his international ca- 
reer began as part of England’s 
Under- 18 European Champi- 
onship-winning team in 1993, 
when he ended up leading scor- 
er with five goals. He scored on 
his B-team debut against the 
Republic of Ireland in 1994. He 
made his foil debut in March 
1996, coming on for the last 14 
minutes against Bulgaria. 

However, Fowler's interna- 
tional career looked to be in 





Live rp oof’s Robbie Fowler re 

jeopardy when he fell out wife 
Hoddle last May by dropping 
out of the England squads to 
meet South Africa and Poland, 
and also pulled out of the side 
to play in France’s Le Tbumoi 
in order to undergo and oper- 
ation on his adenoids. 

Hoddle questioned why 
Fowler could not have bad fee 
operation earlier in the season 
while he was suspended, and 
said at the time: “This could cast 
Robbie Fowler a place in fee 
World Cup squad.” 

Hoddle does have alterna- 
tives, but wife Chris Sutton 


; treatment after suffering a serious knee injury against Everton at Airfield on Monday 


Photograph: Martin Birchall/Uverpool Post and Echo 


having ruled himself out, Les 
Ferdinand perpetually injured 
and Ian Wright also having 
problems wife form and fitness, 
they are dimmish iog. despite fee 
emergence of Fowler’s Anfield 
strike partner, Michael Owen. 

This may open the door for 
Coventry's Dion Dublin, who 
made his international debut 
against Chile, Andy Cole, cur- 
rently in form for Manchester 
United and even Paul Mersoo, 
who has been rejuvenated since 
his move from Arsenal to Mid- 
dlesbrough- 

Liverpool’s problems are 


more acute. The point from the 
draw wife Everton left them in 
joint second place with Arsenal 
in the league, but wife fee loss 
of Fowler, their attacking op- 
tions are limited to just Owen, 
who their manager, Roy Evans, 
was hoping to be able to rest, 
and Karlheinz Riedle. Evans 
may have to buy to maintain 
their challenge for both the 
Champ i onship and a Champi- 
ons’ League place. 

The possibility of returning 
as a third-choke striker wiD fur- 
ther depress Fowler during the 
long and painful rehabilitation 


process. He has also faced prob- 
lems off the field as well, with 
reports - fiercely denied - that 
he bad been fee subject of 
blackmail attempts and other 
suggestions that he was de- 
manding a huge pay increase to 
£50,000 a week daring his cur- 
rent negotiations for a new 
contract to replace fee one 
which expires next summer. 

But now ary chance be had 
of earning a place on the flight 
to France seems to have disap- 
peared with an injury which saw 
him pay fee price for not giving 
up on a lost cause. 


£3m Balbo may join Vialli 


ABEL BALBO, Roma's 
Argentinian striker, could be 
heading to Stamford Bridge to 
join Gfonluca Vialli’s new-look 
Chelsea side uext season. 
Corners deOo Sport says Roma 
are ready to sell fee 31 -year-old 
former international for £3m. 

The Aisenal manager, Aisfene 
Wenger, said yesterday feat al- 


though he may buy again thfc sea- 
son, especially if Southampton's 
Kevin Davies and Metz's Robert 
Pires become available, be is 
dose to fee side be wants. 

“We do not need much more 
to make us a very good side," 
fee Frenchman said. “The next 
two and a half months will 
really show how good we are ” 
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ACROSS 

1 Edwin slows, cycling 
without lights (10) 

6 Helping of Christmas 
pudding for King Ed- 
ward? (4) 

9 Rod, in a cell involved in 
moving characters on 

m 


10 Blast, perbaos, from cop- 
per vessel (4) 

12 The Haydn symphony 
driving hamsters loco? 
02 ) 

15 To make fresh point, 
raise tone once again (8) 

17 Given rough coat of plas- 
ter that is pitched (5) 

18 Rough rider called (5) 

19 Biting trenefy starters 
with delight (9) 


20 Minnesota cop making 

amends (12) 

24 Sex for breakfast? (4) 

25 Craft of some slick es- 
capes? (3-7) 

26 Axe ana rifle (4) 

27 Limited scope with re- 
duced balance (5-5) 

DOWN 

1 Central band in Tallow, 
an old village (4) 

2 Informer in northern safe 
place (4) 

3 Commend a fine novel 
— one about two itiner- 
ant farmworkers (2,4,33) 

4 Lady-love thrown over by 
cowboy? (5) 

5 Doctor, long in spiritual- 
ist’s meeting, makes ap- 
pearance (9) 


7 Chicken-fanner may run } 
plot differently (10) i 

8 Tired out breaking , 
records, mistrusts the re- i 
suit (10) 

11 Proof of earnings from 1 
The Wind in the Wil- 
lows? (43) 

13 Ahead in development of ; 
firm in valued environ- [ 

mem ( 10 ) 

14 Magi Static, unfortunate- : 
ty, with eye trouble (10) 

16 K-news agency in opium : 
deal (9) 

21 Small child given a, long . 
sum(5) 

22 Old Chester seen in • 
Whitsuntide vacation (4) : 

23 Man, say, lies when in > 

trouble (4) 1 


Ashton abandons 
Ireland to their fate 
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Rugby union 


By Tim Glover 

BRIAN ASHTON has resigned 
as coach of Ireland, a couple of 
weeks into an increasingly frag- 
mented and fractious Five 
Nations’ Championship. 

Less than 12 months after 
signing a six-year contract, the 
50-year-old Lancastrian has 
had enough of what looks like 
an unfair struggle in fee Fair 
City. 

“I haws decided to resign, with 
regret, for personal reasons,” 
Ashton said. Under his charge, 
Ireland have won only one Five 
Nations march, beating Wales in 
Cardiff last season, but the Eng- 
lishman had to stomach a record 
46-6 defeat to England in Dublin. 
The Irish lost to New Zealand 
and Italy and, two weeks ago, 
opened fee Championship wife 
a defeat by Scotland at Laos- 
downs Road, It has left the Irish 
wife the prospect of the wood- 
en spoon and they already have 
a drawer foil of them. 

Since losing to Scotland, 
Ashton has been suffering from 
shingles and was unable to 
supervise fee national squad kst 
week. 

The appointment of Ashton, 
especially on a long-term con- 
tract. appeared to he something 
of a coup for fee Irish. In 1989 
fee schoolteacher teamed up 
with Jade Rowell at Bath and to- 


gether they turned the club 
into fee most successful in Eng- 
land. League and Cup doubles 
were their speciality. 

When Rowell took over fee 
England job in 1994, Ashton 
was promoted and he and Bath 
resumed normal service, main- 
taining a phenomenal run of 
success. Despite the fact that he 
is hugely rated m the game, 
England, after parting compa- 
ny wife Rowell, made no move 
for Ashton. 

Since rugby went profes- 
sional in 1995, Ireland, Whies 
and Scotland have struggled to 
keep in touch wife England and 
Fiance. One of fee reasons is 
that many of fee leading Celts 
have been recruited to Eng- 
land’s Premiership in which 
fee standards and competition, 
as wen as salaries, are higher. 

Ashton bad bases in Ireland 
and fee West Country and fell 
fee need to commute hack and 
forth across the Irish Sea. It is 
understood he became disillu- 
sioned wife the task and he did 
not exactly get on with Pat 
Whelan, the team manager, 
like a house on fire. “I’m Eng- 
lish, Pat’s Irish. I’m a profes- 
sional, he's an amateur,” 
Ashton remarked recently. He 
was seeking more autonomy 
from fee Irish Rugby Football 
Union, who make the manag- 
er, rather than fee coach, ulti- 
mately accountable for the 
performances of the team. Ash- 


ton wanted the authority to 
comment on team selection 
and more say in fee awarding 
of players’ contracts. 

It is understood feat al- 
though his contract required 
him to serve six months' notice, 
fee IRFU waived it. Niall Bro- 
phy. fee IRFU president, said: 
“The Union regrets Brian Ash- 
ton’s resignation. I thank him 
for his contribution to Irish 
rugby and wish him well.” 

for rugby coach, read soc- 
cer manager; fee job is be- 
coming increasingly precarious. 
Scotland have already dis- 
pensed with Richie Dixon and 
David Johnston and last week 
Leicester sacked Bob Dwyer 
and London Irish removed 
Willie Anderson. 

It is possible that Leicester 
are interested in Ashton and 
Ireland in Anderson although 
fee word in Dublin is that fee 
front-runners are the New 
Zealander Whiren Gatland and 
fee Welshman Mike Ruddock. 
Gatland, an understudy of the 
All Blacks hooker Sean Fitz- 
patrick, brought the best out of 
Connacht in the European 
Conference and Ruddock has 
made a favourable impression 
wife Leinster. 

Sympathy for Ashton has 
been tempered by the timing of 
hb departure - Ireland face an 
exceptional French team in 
Paris on Saturday week and are 
not given a prayer. 


RISING DAMP? 

CONDENSATION? 

Talk to the specialists 


Wall gunr d nudenbod damp. 

Onr specialist surveyors will ten you where the problem lies 
- and recommend onr best MdotkA- 

TACKLE DAMP WITH WALLGUARD 

1 If rising damp is your problem the 
-*■ patented 'Wallguard Ceramic Tube 
System will tackle iL The neat, 
unobtrusive ceramic tubes are usually 
fitted outside so internal walls and ‘ 
decorations are not disturbed. The 
system has been in use in Westminster 
Abbey since 1932! 

2 Condensation in individual rooms is 
dealt with by the patented Wafiguard 

Tndde Vfentilaior. It takes die damp 
vapours through the wall to dischaiw 
harmlessly into the outside air - wjthour 
causing draughts or heat loss. 
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